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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON THE
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE TRANSDNIESTRIAN SETTLEMENT

PROCESS IN THE “5+2" FORMAT
(MC.DOC/1/17 of 8 December 2017)

1. The Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the parpating States of the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe:

2. Recall the past Ministerial Statements on thekwad the Permanent Conference on
Political Issues in the Framework of the NegotiatRyocess for the Transdniestrian
Settlement in the “5+2” format;

3. Reiterate their strong resolve to attain a ca@mnensive, peaceful and sustainable
settlement of the Transdniestrian conflict basethensovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Republic of Moldova within its internationaligcognized borders with a special status
for Transdniestria that fully guarantees the hunpatitical, economic and social rights of its
population;

4, Recall the output-oriented approach reaffirmgdhie Hamburg Ministerial Statement
of 9 December 2016 and in this context commenditdhes for reaching agreements on five
of the priority issues: on apostilization of edimaal documents issued in Transdniestria,
interaction in the field of telecommunications, ¢tioning of the Latin Script Schools, use of
farmlands in Dubasari region, as well as the opgnoirthe bridge across the Dniester/Nistru
River between villages Gura Bicului and Bychok;gfachieving substantial progress in the
negotiation process;

5. Welcome the commitment and timelines stipuldtgthe sides in the Protocol of the
“5+2” round of talks held in Vienna on 27 and 28Wsmber 2017 to draw on the positive
achievements of 2017 in order to resolve otheryigssues in the coming year, in particular
the remaining provisions from the Berlin Protocol;

6. Call upon the sides to continue to work atalkls to achieve tangible progress on all
three baskets of the agreed agenda for the nagatiaiocess: socio-economic issues, general
legal and humanitarian issues and human rightsaammprehensive settlement, including
institutional, political and security issues;

7. Underline the importance of the Permanent Cenigg on Political Issues in the
Framework of the Negotiation Process for the Traresdrian Settlement in the “5+2” format
as the only mechanism to achieve a comprehensivswstainable resolution of the conflict
in accordance with the internationally agreed p&tans as referred to in paragraph 3, and
the important role the OSCE plays in supporting throcess;

8. Call upon the sides to continue to engage, uthgeltalian OSCE Chairmanship, in
the negotiation process within the existing negdiotigformats and in accordance with the
internationally agreed parameters as referred paragraph 3;

9. Applaud the political will of the sides to camie to resolve long-standing issues, as
well as the unified and active approach by the ateds and observers in the Permanent
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Conference on Political Issues in the FrameworthefNegotiation Process for the
Transdniestrian Settlement in the “5+2” formathe tourse of their activities in 2017;

10. Encourage the mediators and observers of tligEQ®He Russian Federation,
Ukraine, the European Union and the United Statésreerica to continue to co-ordinate
their efforts and to make full use of their colleetpotential to promote progress in achieving
a comprehensive resolution of the Transdniestraanilict.
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DECISION No. 1/17
APPOINTMENT OF THE OSCE HIGH COMMISSIONER ON

NATIONAL MINORITIES
(MC.DEC/1/17 of 18 July 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Recalling the decision of the CSCE Helsinki Sumt®®2 to establish a High
Commissioner on National Minorities,

Reaffirming the necessity that the OSCE High Cossioner on National Minorities
carries out his functions in full compliance wittetOSCE principles, commitments and
decisions as well as with the mandate of the OS@BE Bommissioner on National
Minorities,

Considering that the term of office of the OSCHEHMHCommissioner on National
Minorities, Ms. Astrid Thors, came to an end onAL@ust 2016,

Taking into consideration the recommendation efRermanent Council,

Decides to appoint Mr. Lamberto Zannier as OSCghHiommissioner on National
Minorities for a period of three years with effé@m 19 July 2017.

Attachment 1 to MC.DEC/1/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Kazakhstan:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

The delegation of Kazakhstan would like to maleeftilowing interpretative
statement under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the OSCE ®Rafd’rocedure in connection with the
adoption of Ministerial Council decisions on thgamtments of a new OSCE Secretary
General and new heads of institutions.

We welcome the fact that eventually we reachedeosus on this matter and
appreciate all efforts of the Austrian Chairmangieigarding these appointments. Although,
the decisions were not adopted in due time.

Let me warmly welcome Mr. Thomas Greminger (Switaed) as OSCE Secretary
General; Ms. Ingibjorg Sélran Gisladéttir (Icelarad) Director of OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights; Mr. Lamib&annier (Italy) as OSCE High
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Commissioner on National Minorities; and Mr. Harl&®&sir (France) as OSCE
Representative on Freedom of the Media to the ReemaCouncil meeting and congratulate
them on respective appointments. | would like tehnall the success to all of you in your
new capacities.

At the same time, we regretfully note the abseridair geographical balance among
leading representatives of the OSCE, not only anmavgy appointed heads of institutions,
but also historically among previous incumbentseitihe very establishment of the OSCE.
We hope that this practice will be halted in theufa.

For this, we encourage to use a GRIP approachrenbetands for Gender Balance,
R stands for Regional Balance, | stands for Inigrfaalance and P stands for Professional
Balance.

From the procedural prospective, we note the ‘thiaterpretation’ of existing
established practice of candidates’ nominatiomaaigh we understand that the
Chairmanship has done that for the sake of consensu

We call on all participating States to ensurehfertinstitutionalization of our
Organization through the adoption of the OSCE @navhich will containjnter alia, a clear
set of rules and procedures related to the prosegsgomination, selection and appointment
to the OSCE leading posts. We are confident thaillihelp us to avoid the burdens of last
selection process in the year 2016-2017.

Mr. Chairperson, | request that this interpremstatement be attached to all four
decisions and included in the journal of the day.”

Attachment 2 to MC.DEC/1/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the Russian Federation (atsbehalf of Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan):

“Our countries joined the consensus on the dewssiny the OSCE Ministers for
Foreign Affairs on the appointment of the new OS&H#eretary General, the new Director of
the Office for Democratic Institutions and Humamgiits, the new High Commissioner on
National Minorities and the new Representative meeBfom of the Media, the silence
procedure for which expired on 18 July. Thus, frt@nJuly, Mr. Thomas Greminger assumed
responsibilities as the new Secretary General,IiMgbjorg Solrdan Gisladéttir as the new
Director of the Office for Democratic Institutioasd Human Rights, Mr. Lamberto Zannier
as the new High Commissioner on National Minoriaesl Mr. Harlem Désir as the new
Representative on Freedom of the Media. We conigtatthem on their lofty appointments.
We wish them every success in their responsibldipos.



At the same time, we should like to point out tinacceptability of the situation in
which throughout all the years of the OSCE’s existethere has never been a single
representative of our countries in the leadershigs@xecutive structures. Steps need to be
taken to rectify such a bias, which contraveneduhdamental principles of the OSCE’s
work and its procedural norms establishing the Bguat all participating States and their
equal opportunity to be involved in the leaderstfithe Secretariat, its departments and the
institutions of the Organization.

We trust that in future appointments to leadingippons in the OSCE executive
structures our concerns will be fully taken inte@uant.

We hope that the aforementioned executive strastwill work effectively in strict
accordance with their mandates and taking intowatciine opinions of all participating
States and also on the basis of a constructiveoappron the part of the newly appointed
heads.

| request that this statement be appended tballi¢cisions adopted, and included in
the journal of the day.”

Attachment 3 to MC.DEC/1/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the United States of America:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

In connection with the adoption of the decisiontfee appointment of the OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM), the téd States would like to make the
following interpretative statement under paragripi(A)6 of the OSCE Rules of
Procedure.

The United States welcomes the appointment of Asdidor Lamberto Zannier. We
fully respect the autonomy and support the worthefHCNM.

Unfortunately, in recent years, there has beesspire from some participating States
to weaken the OSCE’s autonomous institutions andesources for them. Nothing in this
decision should be interpreted to diminish the moioy of or restrict the work of the High
Commissioner on National Minorities in the exera$dis or her mandate.

Finally, the United States underscores thattliésOSCE patrticipating States which
have adopted our principles, commitments and dewssand it is first and foremost the
responsibility of participating States to implem#rgm.
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| request that this interpretative statement beched to the decision and that it be
included in the journal of the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”

Attachment 4 to MC.DEC/1/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Azerbaijan:

“While joining the consensus on the MinisterialuDoil decision on the appointment
of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minostithe delegation of the Republic of
Azerbaijan would like to make an interpretativelestaent under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the
Rules of Procedure of the OSCE.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan conéis to be of the strong view that
the OSCE executive structures and field missioagha common assets of all 57 OSCE
participating States, providing that they act ith d@mpliance with the OSCE principles,
commitments and decisions as well as with thepeesve mandates and by no means harm
the legitimate interests of participating Statemdiples of accountability, transparency and
efficiency, as well as scrupulous implementatiotheir respective mandates by heads of the
institutions and field missions are the prereqessior extending collective support of
participating States to activities of OSCE instdos and field missions.

Furthermore, selection of the candidates for lestdp positions within the
Organization revealed once again already intolergbbgraphic imbalance in OSCE
recruitment process. It underscored the urgent teadprove fair geographic representation
within the Organization’s executive structures fromrepresented participating States.

The decision in no way sets a precedent and waglir encourage the current
Austrian and incoming Italian OSCE Chairmanshipsttiomit promptly a proposal on
establishing a mechanism that would ensure stroaqgaication in practice of the principle
of fair geographic distribution of posts in OSCHisTwill help ensuring a sense of ownership
of the Organization and rebuilding trust and coarfice in the OSCE. Such a mechanism will
assist participating States in proper planningraominating candidates for vacancies,
including for the next selection process of hedd3®CE executive structures.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan rexsi¢hat this statement be attached
to the adopted decision and be included in thenglusf the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”
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DECISION No. 2/17
APPOINTMENT OF THE OSCE REPRESENTATIVE ON

FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA
(MC.DEC/2/17 of 18 July 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Recalling Permanent Council Decision No. 193 dfdvember 1997 on establishing
an OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media,

Reaffirming the necessity that the Representativereedom of the Media carries out
his functions in full compliance with the OSCE miples, commitments and decisions as
well as with the mandate of the Representativereedom of the Media,

Considering that, according to Ministerial Courizdcision No. 1/16, the term of
office of the Representative on Freedom of the lellis. Dunja Mijatow, expired on
10 March 2017,

Taking into account the recommendation of the Reent Council,

Decides to appoint Mr. Harlem Désir as Represietain Freedom of the Media for
a period of three years with effect from 19 Julyt20

Attachment 1 to MC.DEC/2/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Kazakhstan:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

The delegation of Kazakhstan would like to maleftllowing interpretative
statement under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the OSCE ®Rafd’rocedure in connection with the
adoption of Ministerial Council decisions on thgamtments of a new OSCE Secretary
General and new heads of institutions.

We welcome the fact that eventually we reachedeosus on this matter and
appreciate all efforts of the Austrian Chairmangieigarding these appointments. Although,
the decisions were not adopted in due time.

Let me warmly welcome Mr. Thomas Greminger (Switaed) as OSCE Secretary
General; Ms. Ingibjorg Sélran Gisladéttir (Icelarad) Director of OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights; Mr. Lamib&annier (Italy) as OSCE High
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Commissioner on National Minorities; and Mr. Harl&®#sir (France) as OSCE
Representative on Freedom of the Media to the ReemaCouncil meeting and congratulate
them on respective appointments. | would like tehnall the success to all of you in your
new capacities.

At the same time, we regretfully note the abseridair geographical balance among
leading representatives of the OSCE, not only anmavgy appointed heads of institutions,
but also historically among previous incumbentseitihe very establishment of the OSCE.
We hope that this practice will be halted in theufa.

For this, we encourage to use a GRIP approachrenbetands for Gender Balance,
R stands for Regional Balance, | stands for Inigrfaalance and P stands for Professional
Balance.

From the procedural prospective, we note the ‘thiaterpretation’ of existing
established practice of candidates’ nominatiomaaigh we understand that the
Chairmanship has done that for the sake of consensu

We call on all participating States to ensurehfertinstitutionalization of our
Organization through the adoption of the OSCE @navhich will containjnter alia, a clear
set of rules and procedures related to the prosegsgomination, selection and appointment
to the OSCE leading posts. We are confident thatllihelp us to avoid the burdens of last
selection process in the year 2016-2017.

Mr. Chairperson, | request that this interpremstatement be attached to all four
decisions and included in the journal of the day.”

Attachment 2 to MC.DEC/2/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the Russian Federation (atsbehalf of Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan):

“Our countries joined the consensus on the dewssiny the OSCE Ministers for
Foreign Affairs on the appointment of the new OS&H#eretary General, the new Director of
the Office for Democratic Institutions and Humamgiits, the new High Commissioner on
National Minorities and the new Representative meeBfom of the Media, the silence
procedure for which expired on 18 July. Thus, frt@nJuly, Mr. Thomas Greminger assumed
responsibilities as the new Secretary General,IiMgbjorg Solrdan Gisladéttir as the new
Director of the Office for Democratic Institutioasd Human Rights, Mr. Lamberto Zannier
as the new High Commissioner on National Minoriaesl Mr. Harlem Désir as the new
Representative on Freedom of the Media. We conigtatthem on their lofty appointments.
We wish them every success in their responsibldipos.
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At the same time, we should like to point out tinacceptability of the situation in
which throughout all the years of the OSCE’s existethere has never been a single
representative of our countries in the leadershigs@xecutive structures. Steps need to be
taken to rectify such a bias, which contraveneduhdamental principles of the OSCE’s
work and its procedural norms establishing the Eguat all participating States and their
equal opportunity to be involved in the leaderstfithe Secretariat, its departments and the
institutions of the Organization.

We trust that in future appointments to leadingippons in the OSCE executive
structures our concerns will be fully taken inte@uant.

We hope that the aforementioned executive strastwill work effectively in strict
accordance with their mandates and taking intowatciine opinions of all participating
States and also on the basis of a constructiveoappron the part of the newly appointed
heads.

| request that this statement be appended tballi¢cisions adopted, and included in
the journal of the day.”

Attachment 3 to MC.DEC/2/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Azerbaijan:

“While joining the consensus on the Ministerialuoil decision on the appointment
of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Méukaglelegation of the Republic of
Azerbaijan would like to make an interpretativelestaent under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the
Rules of Procedure of the OSCE.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan conéis to be of the strong view that
the OSCE executive structures and field missioagla common assets of all 57 OSCE
participating States, providing that they act ith d@ampliance with the OSCE principles,
commitments and decisions as well as with thepeesve mandates and by no means harm
the legitimate interests of participating Statesmdiples of accountability, transparency and
efficiency, as well as scrupulous implementatiotheir respective mandates by heads of the
institutions and field missions are the prereqessior extending collective support of
participating States to activities of OSCE instdos and field missions.

Furthermore, selection of the candidates for lestdp positions within the
Organization revealed once again already intolergbbgraphic imbalance in OSCE
recruitment process. It underscored the urgent teadprove fair geographic representation
within the Organization’s executive structures fromrepresented participating States.
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The decision in no way sets a precedent and waglir encourage the current
Austrian and incoming Italian OSCE Chairmanshipsutbomit promptly a proposal on
establishing a mechanism that would ensure stroaqgaication in practice of the principle
of fair geographic distribution of posts in OSCHBigwill help ensuring a sense of ownership
of the Organization and rebuilding trust and coerficke in the OSCE. Such a mechanism will
assist participating States in proper planningraominating candidates for vacancies,
including for the next selection process of hedd3®CE executive structures.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan rexgsi¢hat this statement be attached
to the adopted decision and be included in thenglusf the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”

Attachment 4 to MC.DEC/2/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the United States of America:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

In connection with the adoption of the decisiontfee appointment of the OSCE
Representative on Freedom of the Media (RFOM)Uihiged States would like to make the
following interpretative statement under paragrapi(A)6 of the OSCE Rules of
Procedure.

The United States welcomes the appointment ofddaiésir. We fully respect the
autonomy and support the work of the RFOM.

Unfortunately, in recent years, there has beesspire from some participating States
to weaken the OSCE’s autonomous institutions andesources for them. Nothing in this
decision should be interpreted to diminish the aooy of or restrict the work of the
Representative on Freedom of the Media in the ese=af his or her mandate.

Finally, the United States underscores thattliésOSCE participating States which
have adopted our principles, commitments and dewsand it is first and foremost the
responsibility of the participating States to impént them.

| request that this interpretative statement beched to the decision and that it be
included in the journal of the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”
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DECISION No. 3/17
APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE FOR

DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
(MC.DEC/3/17 of 18 July 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Recalling the decision of the Ministerial Courteken at its second meeting in
Prague in 1992 concerning the development of thie®ffor Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR),

Reaffirming the necessity that the Director of @2IHR carries out her functions in
full compliance with the OSCE principles, commitrteeand decisions as well as with the
mandate of the ODIHR,

Considering that, according to Ministerial Courigdcision No. 1/14, the term of
office of the current Director of the ODIHR, Mr. bhiael Georg Link, expired on
30 June 2017,

Taking into account the recommendation of the Raent Council,

Decides to appoint Ms. Ingibjérg Solrun Gisladadts Director of the ODIHR for a
period of three years with effect from 19 July 2017

Attachment 1 to MC.DEC/3/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Kazakhstan:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

The delegation of Kazakhstan would like to maleeftilowing interpretative
statement under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the OSCE fafd’rocedure in connection with the
adoption of Ministerial Council decisions on thgamtments of a new OSCE Secretary
General and new heads of institutions.

We welcome the fact that eventually we reachedeonsus on this matter and
appreciate all efforts of the Austrian Chairmangieigarding these appointments. Although,
the decisions were not adopted in due time.

Let me warmly welcome Mr. Thomas Greminger (Switaed) as OSCE Secretary
General; Ms. Ingibjorg Sélran Gisladaéttir (Icelarad) Director of OSCE Office for
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Democratic Institutions and Human Rights; Mr. Lamib&annier (Italy) as OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities; and Mr. Harl&®@sir (France) as OSCE
Representative on Freedom of the Media to the ReemaCouncil meeting and congratulate
them on respective appointments. | would like tehnall the success to all of you in your
new capacities.

At the same time, we regretfully note the abseridair geographical balance among
leading representatives of the OSCE, not only anmavgy appointed heads of institutions,
but also historically among previous incumbentgeithne very establishment of the OSCE.
We hope that this practice will be halted in theufa.

For this, we encourage to use a GRIP approachrewbetands for Gender Balance,
R stands for Regional Balance, | stands for Inigrfaalance and P stands for Professional
Balance.

From the procedural prospective, we note the thiagerpretation’ of existing
established practice of candidates’ nominatiomgaaigh we understand that the
Chairmanship has done that for the sake of consensu

We call on all participating States to ensurehfertinstitutionalization of our
Organization through the adoption of the OSCE @navhich will containjnter alia, a clear
set of rules and procedures related to the prosegsgomination, selection and appointment
to the OSCE leading posts. We are confident thatllihelp us to avoid the burdens of last
selection process in the year 2016—2017.

Mr. Chairperson, | request that this interpre@statement be attached to all four
decisions and included in the journal of the day.”

Attachment 2 to MC.DEC/3/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the Russian Federation (atsbehalf of Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan):

“Our countries joined the consensus on the dewssiy the OSCE Ministers for
Foreign Affairs on the appointment of the new OS&deretary General, the new Director of
the Office for Democratic Institutions and HumamlRts, the new High Commissioner on
National Minorities and the new Representative meeBom of the Media, the silence
procedure for which expired on 18 July. Thus, frt@nJuly, Mr. Thomas Greminger assumed
responsibilities as the new Secretary General,IMgbjorg Solran Gisladéttir as the new
Director of the Office for Democratic Institutioasd Human Rights, Mr. Lamberto Zannier
as the new High Commissioner on National Minoriaesl Mr. Harlem Désir as the new
Representative on Freedom of the Media. We conigtatthem on their lofty appointments.
We wish them every success in their responsibléipos.
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At the same time, we should like to point out tinacceptability of the situation in
which throughout all the years of the OSCE’s existethere has never been a single
representative of our countries in the leadershigs@xecutive structures. Steps need to be
taken to rectify such a bias, which contraveneduhdamental principles of the OSCE’s
work and its procedural norms establishing the Bguat all participating States and their
equal opportunity to be involved in the leaderstfithe Secretariat, its departments and the
institutions of the Organization.

We trust that in future appointments to leadingippons in the OSCE executive
structures our concerns will be fully taken inte@uant.

We hope that the aforementioned executive strastwill work effectively in strict
accordance with their mandates and taking intowatciine opinions of all participating
States and also on the basis of a constructiveoappron the part of the newly appointed
heads.

| request that this statement be appended tballi¢cisions adopted, and included in
the journal of the day.”

Attachment 3 to MC.DEC/3/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Azerbaijan:

“While joining the consensus on the Ministerialuoil decision on the appointment
of the Director of the Office for Democratic Instiibns and Human Rights, the delegation of
the Republic of Azerbaijan would like to make aterpretative statement under paragraph
IV.1(A)6 of the Rules of Procedure of the OSCE.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan conéis to be of the strong view that
the OSCE executive structures and field missioagla common assets of all 57 OSCE
participating States, providing that they act ith d@ampliance with the OSCE principles,
commitments and decisions as well as with thepeesve mandates and by no means harm
the legitimate interests of participating Statemdiples of accountability, transparency and
efficiency, as well as scrupulous implementatiotheir respective mandates by heads of the
institutions and field missions are the prereqessior extending collective support of
participating States to activities of OSCE instdos and field missions.

Furthermore, selection of the candidates for lestdp positions within the
Organization revealed once again already intolergbbgraphic imbalance in OSCE
recruitment process. It underscored the urgent teadprove fair geographic representation
within the Organization’s executive structures fromrepresented participating States.
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The decision in no way sets a precedent and waglir encourage the current
Austrian and incoming Italian OSCE Chairmanshipsttiomit promptly a proposal on
establishing a mechanism that would ensure stroaqgaication in practice of the principle
of fair geographic distribution of posts in OSCHisTwill help ensuring a sense of ownership
of the Organization and rebuilding trust and coarfice in the OSCE. Such a mechanism will
assist participating States in proper planningramminating candidates for vacancies,
including for the next selection process of hedd3®CE executive structures.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan rexgsi¢hat this statement be attached
to the adopted decision and be included in thenglusf the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”

Attachment 4 to MC.DEC/3/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the United States of America:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

In connection with the adoption of the decisiontfee appointment of the Director of
the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and HamRights (ODIHR), the United States
would like to make the following interpretative t&iment under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the
OSCE Rules of Procedure.

The United States welcomes the appointment objagy Solrdn Gisladottir. We
fully respect the autonomy and support the wor®BiHR.

Unfortunately, in recent years, there has beesspire from some participating States
to weaken the OSCE’s autonomous institutions amdesources for them. Nothing in this
decision should be interpreted to diminish the moioy of or restrict the work of the
Director of ODIHR in the exercise of his or her rdate.

Finally, the United States underscores thatthésOSCE participating States which
have adopted our principles, commitments and dewsand it is first and foremost the
responsibility of the participating States to imp&nt them.

| request that this interpretative statement teched to the decision and that it be
included in the journal of the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”
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Attachment 5 to MC.DEC/3/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Austria:

“In line with paragraph 1V.1(A)6 of the OSCE RulesProcedure, we would like to
make the following interpretative statement:

The appointments of the new heads of instituteoms the new OSCE Secretary
General are a crucial step towards ensuring thetitumality and effectiveness of our
Organization. They are a very important testimanthe interest of participating States in
this Organization, its goals and values, and thigility to come to agreements on such
important and political questions.

Therefore, we very much welcome the consensusieglacn the appointments and we
thank participating States for their support andtspf compromise in this respect.

As expressed by the Chairperson-in-Office MiniSebastian Kurz at the informal
meeting of OSCE Foreign Ministers in Mauerbachwilecontinue to pay great attention to
issues such as competence, gender, and the neatigarts of our area, from Vancouver to
Vladivostok, to be represented throughout our Orgdion.

The appointment of all four senior staff at theedime represents a unique situation
and also an opportunity for a fresh start in thga@ization in general and in the interaction
between institutions and participating States irti@alar. In addition, it is an opportunity to
further develop our culture of communication.

The Chairmanship acknowledges the need for thereaus improvement and
further strengthening of the quality of dialogudvzeen institutions and participating States.
As a concrete measure, we will foster closer caatpen and regular contact with the newly
appointed mandate holders. In this context, we diencontinuation of a process of
reflection to be useful.

We would like to recall the priorities and prinkgp of the Austrian OSCE
Chairmanship, in particular rebuilding trust in @rganization and in our institutions. Based
on these principles, we see the need to addresietign through dialogue. The
Chairmanship is ready to facilitate this dialogugewever necessary.

We call on the mandate holders to carry out thuictions in full compliance with the
OSCE principles, commitments and decisions as agelh line with their respective
mandates.

This interpretative statement will be attacheth® Ministerial Council decision on
the appointment of the Director of the ODIHR.”
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DECISION No. 4/17

APPOINTMENT OF THE OSCE SECRETARY GENERAL
(MC.DEC/4/17 of 18 July 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Recalling the decision of the Third Meeting of tD8CE Ministerial Council in
Stockholm in 1992 to establish the post of SecydBeneral, Ministerial Council Decision
No. 15/04 of 7 December 2004 on the role of the BSEcretary General, Ministerial
Council Decision No. 18/06 on further strengthertimg effectiveness of OSCE executive
structures and Ministerial Council Decision No.84F 22 October 2008 on the periods of
service of the OSCE Secretary General,

Reaffirming the necessity that the OSCE Secrdtamneral carries out his functions in
full compliance with the OSCE principles, commitrteeand decisions as well as with the
mandate of the OSCE Secretary General,

Taking into account the recommendation of the Reent Council,
Decides:
To appoint Mr. Thomas Greminger as Secretary Géi¢the OSCE for a period of

three years with effect from 19 July 2017.

Attachment 1 to MC.DEC/4/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Kazakhstan:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

The delegation of Kazakhstan would like to maleeftilowing interpretative
statement under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the OSCE fafd’rocedure in connection with the
adoption of Ministerial Council decisions on thgamtments of a new OSCE Secretary
General and new heads of institutions.

We welcome the fact that eventually we reachedeonsus on this matter and
appreciate all efforts of the Austrian Chairmangieigarding these appointments. Although,
the decisions were not adopted in due time.

Let me warmly welcome Mr. Thomas Greminger (Switaed) as OSCE Secretary
General; Ms. Ingibjérg Soélran Gisladaéttir (Icelarad) Director of OSCE Office for
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Democratic Institutions and Human Rights; Mr. Lamib&annier (Italy) as OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities; and Mr. Harl&®sir (France) as OSCE
Representative on Freedom of the Media to the ReemaCouncil meeting and congratulate
them on respective appointments. | would like tehnall the success to all of you in your
new capacities.

At the same time, we regretfully note the abseridair geographical balance among
leading representatives of the OSCE, not only anmavgy appointed heads of institutions,
but also historically among previous incumbentgeithne very establishment of the OSCE.
We hope that this practice will be halted in theufa.

For this, we encourage to use a GRIP approachrenbetands for Gender Balance,
R stands for Regional Balance, | stands for Inigrfaalance and P stands for Professional
Balance.

From the procedural prospective, we note the thiagerpretation’ of existing
established practice of candidates’ nominatiomgaaigh we understand that the
Chairmanship has done that for the sake of consensu

We call on all participating States to ensurehfertinstitutionalization of our
Organization through the adoption of the OSCE @navhich will containjnter alia, a clear
set of rules and procedures related to the prosegsgomination, selection and appointment
to the OSCE leading posts. We are confident thatllihelp us to avoid the burdens of last
selection process in the year 2016—2017.

Mr. Chairperson, | request that this interpre@statement be attached to all four
decisions and included in the journal of the day.”

Attachment 2 to MC.DEC/4/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the Russian Federation (atsbehalf of Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan):

“Our countries joined the consensus on the dewssiny the OSCE Ministers for
Foreign Affairs on the appointment of the new OS&deretary General, the new Director of
the Office for Democratic Institutions and HumamlRts, the new High Commissioner on
National Minorities and the new Representative meeBom of the Media, the silence
procedure for which expired on 18 July. Thus, frt@nJuly, Mr. Thomas Greminger assumed
responsibilities as the new Secretary General,IMgbjorg Solran Gisladéttir as the new
Director of the Office for Democratic Institutioasd Human Rights, Mr. Lamberto Zannier
as the new High Commissioner on National Minoriaesl Mr. Harlem Désir as the new
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Representative on Freedom of the Media. We conigtatthem on their lofty appointments.
We wish them every success in their responsibléipos.

At the same time, we should like to point out tinacceptability of the situation in
which throughout all the years of the OSCE’s existethere has never been a single
representative of our countries in the leadershigs@xecutive structures. Steps need to be
taken to rectify such a bias, which contraveneduhdamental principles of the OSCE’s
work and its procedural norms establishing the Eyuaf all participating States and their
equal opportunity to be involved in the leaderstfithe Secretariat, its departments and the
institutions of the Organization.

We trust that in future appointments to leadingippons in the OSCE executive
structures our concerns will be fully taken inte@uant.

We hope that the aforementioned executive strastwill work effectively in strict
accordance with their mandates and taking intowatciine opinions of all participating
States and also on the basis of a constructiveoappron the part of the newly appointed
heads.

| request that this statement be appended tballi¢cisions adopted, and included in
the journal of the day.”

Attachment 3 to MC.DEC/4/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Azerbaijan:

“While joining the consensus on the MinisterialuDoil decision on the appointment
of the OSCE Secretary General, the delegationeoReEpublic of Azerbaijan would like to
make an interpretative statement under paragrag{AY6 of the Rules of Procedure of the
OSCE.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan conéis to be of the strong view that
the OSCE executive structures and field missioagha common assets of all 57 OSCE
participating States, providing that they act ith d@ampliance with the OSCE principles,
commitments and decisions as well as with thepeesve mandates and by no means harm
the legitimate interests of participating Statemdiples of accountability, transparency and
efficiency, as well as scrupulous implementatiotheir respective mandates by heads of the
institutions and field missions are the prereqessior extending collective support of
participating States to activities of OSCE instdos and field missions.

Furthermore, selection of the candidates for lestdp positions within the
Organization revealed once again already intolergbbgraphic imbalance in OSCE
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recruitment process. It underscored the urgent teeadprove fair geographic representation
within the Organization’s executive structures framrepresented participating States.

The decision in no way sets a precedent and waglir encourage the current
Austrian and incoming Italian OSCE Chairmanshipsutomit promptly a proposal on
establishing a mechanism that would ensure stroaqgaication in practice of the principle
of fair geographic distribution of posts in OSCHBigwill help ensuring a sense of ownership
of the Organization and rebuilding trust and coerficke in the OSCE. Such a mechanism will
assist participating States in proper planningraominating candidates for vacancies,
including for the next selection process of hedd3®CE executive structures.

The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan rexgsi¢hat this statement be attached
to the adopted decision and be included in thenglusf the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”

Attachment 4 to MC.DEC/4/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the United States of America:
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

In connection with the adoption of the decisiontfee appointment of the OSCE
Secretary General, the United States would likeade the following interpretative
statement under paragraph IV.1(A)6 of the OSCE fofd°rocedure.

The United States welcomes the appointment of Asdidor Thomas Greminger. We
support the work of the Secretary General and tREB Secretariat.

We recall that the Secretary General derives éisdbthority from the collective
decisions of the participating States and acts wih#eguidance of the Chairman-in-Office.
He or she is the Chief Administrative Officer 0€t®SCE, and is tasked, among other things,
to act as the representative of the Chairpersddfiite and support him or her in all
activities aimed at fulfilling the goals of the OEQNothing in this decision should be
interpreted to alter the mandate of the Secretarye@l or restrict the work of the Secretary
General in the exercise of his or her mandate.

Finally, the United States underscores thattliésOSCE patrticipating States which
have adopted our principles, commitments and dewssand it is first and foremost the
responsibility of the participating States to impént them.
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| request that this interpretative statement beched to the decision and that it be
included in the journal of the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”
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DECISION No. 5/17
ENHANCING OSCE EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE RISKS OF
CONFLICT STEMMING FROM THE USE OF INFORMATION AND

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
(MC.DEC/5/17 of 8 December 2017)

The Ministerial Council of the Organization forcteity and Co-operation in Europe,

Noting the immense opportunities that informatama communication technologies
provide for social and economic development, aadltthey continue to grow in importance
for the international community,

Recognizing that OSCE patrticipating States beffreith an open, secure, stable,
accessible and peaceful information and commuwicaéchnologies environment,

Reaffirming that efforts by OSCE participating t8tato reduce the risks of conflict
stemming from the use of information and commuimacatechnologies will be consistent
with: international law, includingnter alia, the UN Charter and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights; the Helsinki FinatA and their responsibilities to respect
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Expressing concern about the increase in sigmifisecidents involving the malicious
use of information and communication technologasl stressing that these negative trends
hold security risks for all OSCE participating 8&and their citizens, as well as public and
private sectors,

Reaffirming Ministerial Council Decision No. 5/ well as Permanent Council
Decisions No. 1106 and No. 1202 on measures taeecthe risks of conflict stemming from
the use of information and communication techn@sgand acknowledging the need for
intensifying efforts to implement them,

Recognizing the work of the cross-dimensional dmfal Working Group established
pursuant to Permanent Council Decision No. 103%®utite auspices of the Security
Committee,

Recalling the importance of communication ateels of authority to reduce the risk
of conflict stemming from the use of informationdacommunication technologies, noting
steps taken and encouraging further progressdcetid,

Reiterating in the context of security of andhe tise of information and
communication technologies the central role ofilnded Nations, and taking note of the
continued relevance of the 2010, 2013 and 2015tepbthe United Nations Group of
Governmental Experts on Developments in the Fiéldformation and Telecommunications
in the Context of International Security,

Welcoming the cross-dimensional work undertake2Gh7 by the OSCE Austrian
Chairmanship, including the two high-level Chairrslaip Conferences on “Cyber Security
for Critical Infrastructure: Strengthening ConfidgerBuilding in the OSCE” on
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15 February 2017 as well as the Austrian OSCE @faiship Conference on Cyber Security
on 3 November 2017,

Recognizing the need to further enhance OSCEtsfforcontinue building trust and
to reduce the risks of conflict stemming from tise wf information and communication
technologies,

Decides to:

1. Continue to implement all decisions on configehbailding measures adopted by the
OSCE to reduce the risks of conflict stemming fritve use of information and
communication technologies to contribute to an ggenure, stable, accessible and peaceful
information and communication technologies envirenimn line with OSCE commitments;

2. Identify ways of strengthening and optimizing thiork of the OSCE as a practical
platform for reducing risks of conflict stemmingifn the use of information and
communication technologies, and at the same timéraang the work of the
cross-dimensional Informal Working Group establépearsuant to Permanent Council
Decision No. 1039;

3. Encourage executive OSCE structures, withirr th@indates and available resources,
to assist participating States, upon their requeshe implementation of the OSCE
confidence-building measures to reduce the rigtooflict stemming from the use of
information and communication technologies, andrtbance pertinent national capabilities
and processes;

4. Invite the OSCE Partners for Co-operation tcagice dialogue on efforts to reduce
the risks of conflict stemming from the use of imh@tion and communication technologies.
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DECISION No. 6/17
STRENGTHENING EFFORTS TO PREVENT

TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS
(MC.DEC/6/17 of 8 December 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Reaffirming that trafficking in human beings igf@ve and heinous crime that
violates human dignity and that all aspects of catimy human trafficking should be firmly
based on the rule of law and respect for humarisjgh

Reaffirming our strongest condemnation of all ferafi trafficking in human beings,
including for the purpose of labour and sexual eitation, child trafficking, forced
criminality, as well as for the purpose of orgamowal, and recognizing that the prevention
of this crime is a priority,

Reaffirming also our commitment to addressingdecthat make persons more
vulnerable to trafficking and emphasizing the intpoce of a cross-dimensional and
comprehensive approach to combating traffickinguman beings, which requires a focus on
carrying out effective prevention measures,

Recalling the 2003 OSCE Action Plan to Combatfialihg in Human Beings and
its Addenda, which stress the importance of comgmsive prevention measures, including
measures to address demand, and reaffirming alEO®@imitments in the field of
combating human trafficking,

Reiterating our support for the effective impleration of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crinteitsnsupplementing Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persespgecially Women and Children, as the
international legal framework for combating trakiieg in persons, and the importance of the
implementation of the United Nations Global PlarAcfion to Combat Trafficking in
Persons,

Recalling the relevance for the prevention of Aglit against trafficking in human
beings of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developrag well as the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) ifyttage a party,

Noting that enhanced judicial and law enforcenwenbperation and co-ordination
among participating States and Partners for Coatioer, including effective border security
and management may contribute to preventing hunadficking, inter alia, by disrupting
and dismantling related transnational criminal aigations and by prosecuting the
perpetrators,

Stressing the importance of the implementatiomtgirnational labour standards as
applicable within efforts to prevent human traffiux and taking note of international labour
instruments, such as the 2014 Protocol to the Bdtabour Convention, 1930 (No. 29), the
2014 Forced Labour (Supplementary Measures) Recowtaiens (No. 203) and the
Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189) andResommendation (No. 201) which
also contain good practices on prevention of hutreficking for labour exploitation,
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Commending participating States that require @mtdrs supplying goods and
services to the government to take effective anqtaiate steps to address the risks of
human trafficking in their supply chains, includisigps that aim to prevent subcontractors
and employees from participating in activities kmow lead to human trafficking. Also
commending those States that encourage the pseater to consider the risks of human
trafficking in their own operations and in thosetloéir subcontractors and suppliers, aiming
to ensure that they address risks proactively,

Recognizing the contribution of civil society, inding religious organizations, in
preventing trafficking in human beings, and in st3g its victims,

Calls on participating States to:

1. Develop targeted prevention policies based smparopriate, enhanced research and
systematically gathered reliable information, intthg with the support of national
mechanisms, such as national rapporteurs whereethisty in order to maximize the effect
and impact of anti-trafficking efforts at the nai# and international level,

2. Promote dialogue and co-operation among goventsnmternational organizations,
civil society, and the private sector, includinginesses, and trade unions and employers
organizations as social partners, with a view toagice efforts to prevent human trafficking,
inter alia through increasing awareness of each actor’'samdethrough facilitating the
exchange of information on human trafficking amaogntries of origin, transit and
destination, including the Partners for Co-opergtand recognizing the importance of the
voice of victims of human trafficking in elaboragieffective anti-trafficking strategies;

3. Continue to use the OSCE as a platform for diadoon judicial and law enforcement
co-operation, border security and management asportant element to prevent trafficking
in human beings;

4, Promote multi-agency, cross-sectorial and matitimal capacity-building
programmes that foster measures to prevent hura#iicking in all of its forms, with a
particular focus on factors that make people vablkerto trafficking;

5. Take appropriate measures for effectively comgdtuman trafficking, by
developing harmonized procedures and training esiirger alia on identification and
protection of trafficking victims, including for levant authorities, civil society
organizations, health care and social workers disas®thers that may have first contact
with victims;

6. Strengthen education and awareness-raising®ffocluding human rights education,
and develop and implement empowerment programmeahwudike into account the
particular needs of women, men, girls and boysyder to enhance the capacity to
recognize, prevent and fight human trafficking withbommunities;

7. Adopt a victim-centred, trauma-informed andthat respect and in line with
Ministerial Council Decision No. 14/06, gender-98ws approach, that fully respects human
rights and fundamental freedoms in all preventive assistance efforts;
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8. Recognize the important contribution that media make to the prevention of human
trafficking, inter alia, through the adoption of voluntary professionahsiards to responsibly
and sensitively cover cases of human trafficking;

9. Identify, develop and share best practicesutinly as contained in the 2013
Addendum to the OSCE Action Plan to Combat Traifigkn Human Beings: One Decade
Later, for successful national and global partngsshetween the public and private sector in
combating human trafficking, to promote respectifioman rights and corporate social
responsibility, including through public awareneassing about the risk of human trafficking
in production and sources of goods and provisioseofices;

10. Encourage the private sector to adopt pol&mesprocedures to prevent all forms of
human trafficking, to be actively involved in muttiakeholder efforts, to develop awareness
about the risks of human trafficking and to taki® iaccount best practices such as
establishing independent monitoring, verification &ertification mechanisms to document
compliance with and implementation of codes of camar self-established ethical
standards, including through providing incentivesiusinesses to act with due diligence and
transparency to prevent the abuse and exploitafimorkers throughout their supply chains
and to enable a level playing field for responstmenpanies;

11. Promote policies, in complementarity with na#iblegislation, that take into account
whether businesses are taking appropriate andiieesteps to address the risks of human
trafficking, including with regards to their subd¢ractors and employees, when considering
the awarding of government contracts for goodssamdices;

12.  Take appropriate measures to identify and easelithe abusive and fraudulent
recruitment and employment practices which can teddafficking for labour exploitation,
sexual exploitation, for forced criminality, or ethforms of trafficking, including measures
to promote clear criteria for the official regigtom of recruitment and placement agencies
and through reinforcing the role of competent atties, such as labour inspectors;

13. Promote measures to prevent and address tlué fegeed labour by diplomatic and
other personnel of diplomatic missions and congubsts and international organizations,
and promote a zero-tolerance policy for trafficklmgsuch personnel, and take into account
international best practices as compiled, for eXxamp the OSCE Handbook on how to
prevent human trafficking for domestic servitudeliplomatic households and protect

private domestic workers, and noting that many suehsures are consistent with the Vienna
Conventions on Diplomatic Relations and Consuldafms as well as headquarter
agreements of international organizations and m@zogy that the Vienna Conventions
include a duty to respect the laws and regulatadribe receiving State, including those
designed to prevent and address human trafficking;

14. Task the OSCE Special Representative and Aoatod for Combating Trafficking

in Human Beings and, as appropriate, other relesagtutive structures in accordance with
their mandates and in co-ordination with the OS@Ect&Il Representative, to continue
co-operation in the Alliance against Traffickingfersons, and other regional and global
platforms,inter alia, the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Tickihg in Persons;

15. Encourage the relevant executive structures@ordance with their mandates and in
co-ordination with the OSCE Special Representaiie Co-ordinator for Combating
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Trafficking in Human Beings, to continue undertaknesearch, in consultation with the
participating States, to conduct capacity-buildaagjvities, to assist participating States,
upon their request, in developing policies and glin@s to strengthen efforts to prevent
human trafficking;

16.  Task the Secretary General to review existolgies, audit and reporting procedures
and recruitment safeguards, and to ensure thatthati@s of the OSCE executive structures,
including the issuing of contracts for goods armdises, contribute to any form of trafficking
in human beings, in accordance with the 2013 Addentb the OSCE Action Plan to
Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, and to reparttlois review and on the
implementation of the OSCE Code of Conduct, Apperddio Staff Regulations and Rules to
the Permanent Council.

Attachment to MC.DEC/6/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of Canada (also on behalf olthiged States of America):
“Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

In connection with the adoption of the decisioan@da, also on behalf of the United
States, would like to make the following interpteta statement under paragraph 1V.1(A)6
of the OSCE Rules of Procedure.

The United States and Canada strongly supportd#usion. Human trafficking is
one of the most egregious crimes of our time, winatds human beings of their freedom and
their dignity. We must all unite to end the scouofiduman trafficking.

We believe it is a priority to ensure that thentggof victims are protected, that they
are not re-traumatized or endangered, and thatgheacy and dignity is respected.

In this decision, we recognize the important dbotion that media can make in
preventing human trafficking.

It is therefore in this particular context that aecepted the wording concerning
media. We do not view ‘responsibly’ used in thistext as reflecting any intention of
participating States to direct or dictate jourrtadisr editorial content, and our acceptance of
the word ‘responsibly’ in this context does notateea precedent for its use in another
context, and certainly not in the overall conteixth@ media.

We reiterate our unwavering support for freedomxgression and independence of
the media.
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| request that this interpretative statement beched to the decision and to the
journal of the day.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.”
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DECISION No. 7/17
STRENGTHENING EFFORTS TO COMBAT ALL FORMS OF CHILD
TRAFFICKING, INCLUDING FOR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION, AS
WELL AS OTHER FORMS OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF

CHILDREN
(MC.DEC/7/17 of 8 December 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Reaffirming the Copenhagen Document (1990), Sdfidsterial Council Decision
No. 13/04 on the special needs for child victimsrafficking for protection and assistance
(2004), Brussels Ministerial Council Decision N&/A6 on combating sexual exploitation of
children (2006), Madrid Ministerial Council DecisitNo. 9/07 on combating sexual
exploitation of children on the Internet (2007)ddfyiv Ministerial Council Decision
No. 7/13 on combating trafficking in human being813),

Reaffirming, if they are a party, the relevantypsmns of pertinent international
instruments, including the UN Convention on theHlgsgof the Child and the UN Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of thel€bn the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography, and the Prdtax®revent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Clatdrsupplementing the UN Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, as welhaglecisions and recommendations of
pertinent international bodies,

Deeply alarmed by the persistence of all formeshald trafficking, both transnational
and internal, including the trafficking of childréor the purposes of sexual and labour
exploitation, and reiterating the need to take maigerous measures against it,

Reaffirming that the best interests of the childlsbe a primary consideration in
decisions taken with regard to trafficked or seluekploited children, and the importance of
respecting the special needs of children for ptair@nd assistance, and the opportunity for
the child to be heard,

Distressed that sexual exploitation of children mesult in serious, lifelong
consequences for the physical and psychologicaldpment and well-being of a child and,
in many instances, is a form of human trafficking,

Recognizing that all forms of child traffickingydluding for sexual exploitation, as
well as other forms of sexual exploitation of chéid violate human dignity and undermine
the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental fvees)

Considering that all forms of child traffickingyaluding for sexual exploitation, as
well as other forms of sexual exploitation of chéld constitute grave and heinous crimes, in
many cases involving organized crime, that mugiregented, investigated, prosecuted and
penalized,

Recalling that the 2013 Addendum to the OSCE Acktan to Combat Trafficking in
Human Beings calls on participating States to dgveahd implement policies and actions,
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including law enforcement co-operation betweenigagting States, to prevent the tourism
industry from being used for all forms of traffiokj in human beings, in particular for sexual
exploitation of children,

Acknowledging that the sexual exploitation of dnén in travel and tourism, which
can include travel from one country to anothes, gerious crime and contributes to the
demand that fosters trafficking in children for gakexploitation,

Commending participating States that are workiitg the travel and tourism
industry, including airlines and other modes ohgortation, as well as hotels, the broader
hospitality industry, civil society, and relevanternational organizations to prevent all forms
of child trafficking, including for sexual explotian, as well as other forms of sexual
exploitation of children, and to establish and iempént procedures for identifying, reporting
and addressing suspected child trafficking,

Underlining that information and communicationshieologies (ICTs) can play a
positive educational, developmental, and awarerassig role for children, but can also be
misused to facilitate access to children for exptan or for advertisement of children for
sexual exploitation, and that social media platoan be misused to groom children who
may be subjected to sexual exploitation as wedlllai®rms of child trafficking,

Recalling that the 2013 Addendum to the OSCE Acktan to Combat Trafficking in
Human Beings calls on participating States to tbarder officials, law enforcement
officials, judges, prosecutors, immigration, andestrelevant officials regarding the use of
the Internet and other information and communicatezhnologies for human trafficking and
related crimes, including all forms of child traing and sexual exploitation of children,

Concerned that children who access pornograplii@internet may become
desensitized to it and more likely to become amiaf or perpetrate sexual exploitation,

Taking note that new forms of age verificationhtealogies have been developed over
the last decade and could help protect childrem faccessing pornography on the Internet,

Expressing concern that children in migration f#owwarticularly unaccompanied
minors, can be particularly vulnerable to humaffitieng and sexual exploitation and that
specialized facilities, adequate security, trairfimgand sufficient numbers of staff, as well as
of female patrollers, can mitigate these risks,

1. Encourages co-operation among participatingeStatternational organizations, and
civil society in combating all forms of child tragking, including for sexual exploitation, as
well as other forms of sexual exploitation of chéid, taking note of their efforts to combat
these crimes;

2. Encourages participating States to adopt amicentred and trauma-informed
approach that takes into account the respectivdegespecific concerns of girls and boys, in
the best interests of the child, and fully respdotshuman rights and fundamental freedoms
of children subjected to human trafficking or sexawploitation;
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3. Calls on OSCE participating States which haveatready done so to consider legal
measures that would allow them to prosecute thigzeas for serious sexual crimes against
children, even if these crimes are committed irntla@ocountry;

4. Calls on OSCE participating States to prevdrfbains of child trafficking and sexual
exploitation of children, including in tourist desdtions, through education and
awareness-raising, and to work with the privatéseand civil society to raise awareness
among the tourism industry, as well as busines®liexs and tourists, to help eliminate
demand that fuels child trafficking and sexual exption of children;

5. Calls on OSCE patrticipating States to strengtiteaperation and co-ordination
among relevant authorities, such as law enforcemuathimmigration and border services of
participating States, Partners for Co-operatiod, destination States outside the OSCE
region, including through considering measure$liraccordance with national laws and
national and international data protection framéwpsuch as:

(@) Adopting additional administrative measureseilation to perpetrators, such as the
registration in sex offender registers of persansvicted of child sexual exploitation
or abuse, as appropriate;

(b) Where relevant, a means to exchange and/oiveerdormation transnationally
among law enforcement agencies and/or judicialaiites on persons convicted of
child sexual exploitation or abuse;

6. Urges participating States to prosecute hunadfidkers and perpetrators of sexual
exploitation of children, including those who misusformation and communication
technologies to recruit children or facilitate ags#o children for the purpose of subjecting
them to trafficking or sexual exploitation, and inse penalties that are effective dissuasive,
and proportionate to the crime;

7. Calls on participating States which have natady done so to promote the
implementation of age verification technologieshaatview to limit the access of children to
pornographic websites;

8. Encourages participating States to call on midiron and communication
technologies and social media companies to pratendistribution of and take down child
sexual abuse content online, and to protect chmldyecombating grooming by human
traffickers online for all forms of child traffickg as well as other sexual exploitation of
children, including through the development of rtewnls and technologies;

9. Calls on participating States to share datapasopriate and while protecting
personal data from criminal use, concerning chiddfitking and sexual exploitation of
children with the Interpol International Child Sexdxploitation (ICSE) image database,
which is a hub for victim identification worldwidend also can help identify traffickers and
their collaborators, and trace the financial flendismantle criminal networks;

10. Calls on participating States to enhance fuidpecialized training on information
and communications technologies for border offg;iédw enforcement officials, judges,
prosecutors, immigration and other relevant offscas well as teachers and health
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professionals, as appropriate, to combat all fasfrehild trafficking as well as other sexual
exploitation of children;

11. Encourages participating States to raise palareness on the vulnerabilities of
children in migration flows to all forms of childafficking, including for sexual exploitation,
as well as other forms of sexual exploitation afdren, to increase the capacity and broaden
the scope of first line responders to identify @dhiictims of trafficking and other sexual
exploitation, and provide them with protectionwasl as appropriate assistance and referrals
for legal assistance as well as effective remealnelsother services as applicable, in line with
the relevant provisions of the 2013 Addendum toQI®CE Action Plan to Combat

Trafficking in Human Beings;

12.  Tasks the relevant OSCE executive structurasdnrdance with their mandates and
in co-ordination with the OSCE Special Represeviatind Co-ordinator for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings to continue to assiattgipating States, upon their request,
with implementation of their commitments relatedatioforms of child trafficking, including
for sexual exploitation, as well as other formsetual exploitation of children;

13. Invites OSCE Partners for Co-operation to skahentarily the commitments of the
participating States on combating all forms of @¢hikfficking, including for sexual
exploitation, as well as other forms of sexual exption of children.

Attachment to MC.DEC/7/17

INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH IV.1(A)6 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

By the delegation of the Russian Federation:

“In joining the consensus regarding the OSCE Mamial Council decision on
strengthening efforts to combat all forms of chirafficking, including for sexual
exploitation, as well as other forms of sexual exption of children, we should like to
express our satisfaction at the adoption of a decuron such an important topic as
countering trafficking in children, which, as wevieaepeatedly emphasized, is a priority for
our country. We are grateful to our United StaBedarusian and Italian colleagues for such
an important initiative.

However, we express disappointment that our prlpwsthe importance of
protecting children not only from pornographic antt but also from other forms of harmful
information, which threatens their life, physicabdamental health, and also increases the risk
of them falling victim to exploiters, was not inded in the decision. We believe it necessary
to further reflect these aspects in similar docuisien
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At the same time, we should like to emphasizeith#te light of the importance of
the issues considered in the document, we expedgidticipating States to implement it in
its entirety.

We request that this statement be appended weitision adopted and the journal of
the day.”
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DECISION No. 8/17

PROMOTING ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION IN THE OSCE AREA
(MC.DEC/8/17 of 8 December 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Recalling the relevance of, and our full respectdl OSCE norms, principles and
commitments related to our co-operation in the eatin and environmental dimension, and
bearing in mind the comprehensive approach of tREBto security,

Reaffirming the commitments related to aspectscohomic participation contained
in the OSCE Strategy Document for the EconomicEamdronmental Dimension adopted at
the Maastricht Meeting of the Ministerial Couneil2003, the Ministerial Council Decision
on promoting equal opportunity for women in theremmic sphere adopted in Vilnius in
2011, the Ministerial Council Declaration on Strémamning Good Governance and
Combating Corruption, Money-Laundering and the Railag of Terrorism adopted in Dublin
in 2012, the Ministerial Council Decision on theyention of corruption adopted in Basel in
2014, the Ministerial Council Declaration on Youtthopted in Basel in 2014 and the
Ministerial Council Decision on strengthening gamlernance and promoting connectivity
adopted in Hamburg in 2016,

Highlighting that promoting economic participationplies job creation, better access
to education, vocational training and the labourkeg as well as improvement of conditions
for employment and entrepreneurship,

Reaffirming that peace, good international relaiahe security and stability of the
State and the security and safety of the individu#iin the State, based on the rule of law
and respect for human rights, including internalbynrecognized workers’ rights, are crucial
for the creation of a climate of confidence whistegsential to ensure positive economic and
social development and to promote economic pastiimp,

Recognizing that economic participation, socialusion and sustainable growth are
interdependent and contribute to prosperity, trstsiility, security and co-operation in the
OSCE area,

Acknowledging that co-operation on economic atigi can strengthen sustainable
economic, social and environmental developmentethepromoting social cohesion,
stability and security and positively contributittggthe prevention of terrorism and the fight
against organized crime,

Reaffirming that good governance at all levelsliegoa clear, transparent and
predictable framework of economic policies, ingtdns and legislation in which business
can thrive and the confidence of investors can gthereby enabling States to reduce
poverty and inequality, and to increase socialgragon and opportunities for all,

Recognizing that more effective prevention of aption and the promotion of good
governance reinforce trust in public institutiomsprove corporate social responsibility and
thereby promote economic participation and enhaco@aomic growth,
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Acknowledging the importance of the active paption of the private sector,
including small and medium-sized enterprises, tradens, civil society and media, in
preventing and combating corruption, enhancing ggmeernance, fostering integrity and
promoting a sound business and investment clinfageeby contributing to social inclusion
and broader economic participation,

Recognizing that regional and subregional integmnabr co-operation processes and
agreements can give an important impulse to tradesastainable development in the OSCE
area and the OSCE participating States,

Recalling the need for economic and social pdiaiened at promoting social justice
and improving living and working conditions,

Acknowledging the potential of young people totcidnute to economic, political and
social development, and recognizing the importardacilitating the integration of young
people into professional life, thereby promotingrmmic participation,

Recognizing that women’s participation in the emaitc sphere contributes
significantly towards economic development, susthia@ growth and the promotion of
cohesive societies,

Welcoming the substantial discussions held infidm@mework of the 25th Economic
and Environmental Forum on “Greening the econondylanlding partnerships for security
in the OSCE region” and of the thematic Economit Bnvironmental Committee meetings
held in 2017,

1. Calls upon participating States to:

- Strengthen co-operation on economic activitidsen appropriate, thereby promoting
sustainable economic, social and environmentalldpaweent and contributing to
confidence and trust, stability, security, the greion of terrorism and the fight
against organized crime;

- Continue their efforts to improve social condiso provide adequate and effective
safety nets, promote education and vocationalitrgirstrengthen health-care services
and increase employment opportunities;

- Promote good governance and strengthen thedegdahstitutional frameworks
conducive to a positive investment climate anddineelopment of businesses,
including small and medium-sized enterprises, thepromoting social inclusion and
economic participation;

- Further strengthen the co-operation of labourketanstitutions, including local
employment services and training institutions, éradions and employers’
organizations as social partners, business comgumgher education institutions
and other relevant stakeholders to improve labaanket transparency, access and
conditions for employment and entrepreneurship;

- Continue their efforts to promote economic pgraiton of and employment
opportunities for young people bipter alia, ensuring the necessary conditions for
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the education and vocational training of youth, =tmdugh programmes facilitating
youth access to the labour market;

- Strengthen measures that enable the developrhewaineen’s entrepreneurial and

other work-related skills, and promote and prog&egtal opportunity for participation
of women in the labour market;

2. Encourages participating States to make udeeoDSCE to foster the exchange of

best practices and to promote capacity-buildingatives in line with the provisions of this
decision;

3. Tasks relevant OSCE executive structures, imufufield operations, within their

mandates, to assist participating States, uponbguest, in implementing the provisions of
this decision;

4, Encourages the OSCE Partners for Co-operatigoltmtarily implement the
provisions of this decision.
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DECISION No. 9/17
TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE OSCE
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

(MC.DEC/9/17 of 8 December 2017)
The Ministerial Council,

Decides that the Twenty-Fifth Meeting of the OSi@iaisterial Council will be held
in Milan on 6 and 7 December 2018.
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DECISION No. 10/17
SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS AND STOCKPILES

OF CONVENTIONAL AMMUNITION
(MC.DEC/10/17 of 8 December 2017)

The Ministerial Council,

Recognizing the importance of OSCE measures aahedmbating illicit trafficking
in all its aspects with regard to small arms agttliwveapons (SALW) and stockpiles of
conventional ammunition (SCA) and their contribgtto the reduction and prevention of the
excessive and destabilizing accumulation and umcled spread thereof,

Reaffirming the commitments of the participatingt8s as per the OSCE Documents
on SALW (FSC.DOC/1/00/Rev.1, 20 June 2012) and $EFC.DOC/1/03/Rev.1,
23 March 2011),

Willing to complement and thereby reinforce theiementation of the OSCE
Documents on SALW and SCA, patrticularly by promgtao-operation, transparency and
responsible action by participating States in tkgoet, import and brokering of SALW and
conventional ammunition,

Remaining committed to undertaking efforts to addrillicit trafficking of SALW
and SCA and noting the threat posed by the iliortversion, transformation or reactivation
of SALW and mindful of the security and safety 8sknd threats in this regard,

Taking note of the Arms Trade Treaty, which erdargo force in 2014,

Taking note of the Protocol against the lllicit Mdiacturing of and Trafficking in
Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunisiopplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,

Noting the United Nations Security Council’s foausaddressing issues related to
SALW and the importance of regional organizatianthbse efforts,

Recalling FSC Decision No. 8/08 and taking noterajoing activities in the United
Nations General Assembly on related issues,

Taking note of United Nations Security Councilalesions 2122 (2013),
2242 (2015), and 2370 (2017) where relevant tarthedate of the OSCE Forum for Security
Co-operation (FSC),

Recalling Basel Ministerial Council Decision N@/14 on SALW and SCA,
Recognizing the continuing importance of OSCE messsaimed at addressing
security risks and the safety of stockpiles of SALSCA, explosive materials and detonating

devices in surplus and/or awaiting destructionome States in the OSCE area,

Recalling Ministerial Council Declaration on OS@Esistance Projects in the Field
of SALW and SCA (MC.DOC/3/16),
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Also recalling the broad range of OSCE assistamtige field of SALW and SCA,

Taking note of the efforts of the OSCE executivacures for SALW/SCA project
management, including through the related OSCE tonsl repository programmes,
encourage them to continue to promote co-ordinamhassessment of progress with the
view to enhancing synergies and avoiding duplicasiod call upon them to further assist
participating States in implementing projects irefficient and transparent manner, in
accordance with the OSCE Documents on SALW and &@hArelevant FSC decisions,

Commending the successful projects conducteddP®BCE on the destruction of
surplus SALW and SCA while recognizing in this nebthe importance of appropriate
sustainable national SALW and ammunition managersteattures and procedures in
participating States where projects are being coiedi,

Recalling FSC Decision No. 2/16 on enabling thevigion of assistance to OSCE
Partners for Co-operation and welcoming FSC-relatgndities on SALW and SCA with the
OSCE Partners for Co-operation in the context e fBC and using procedures outlined in
the OSCE Documents on SALW and SCA,

1. Welcomes the OSCE Meeting to Review the impldgatem of OSCE assistance
projects in the field of SALW and SCA and takesenoft other related FSC activities since
the 2016 Ministerial Council:

- The ongoing efforts of the FSC aimed at improuimgimplementation of
commitments set out in the OSCE Document on SAIW QSCE Document on
SCA, and related FSC decisions, including the O8I of Action on SALW
(FSC.DEC/2/10, 26 May 2010);

- The conduct of capacity-building events at thigonal, regional and OSCE-wide
level on SALW and SCA to enhance the full implena¢gion of OSCE-relevant
commitments;

- The focused discussions in the Security Dialoguresational projects, improving the
physical security and stockpile management of SAAMWI conventional ammunition,
measures to prevent uncontrolled spread of SAL\Wpral efforts in combating the
illicit trade of SALW, and sharing internationaldanational experience in the field of
management of SCA and destruction of its surplus;

- Efforts by the Conflict Prevention Centre (CP&¥hsure coherence and
complementarity with the relevant United Natioremfiework aimed atnter alia,
enabling the synchronization and implementation/tuntary online submission of
national implementation reports on SALW to the OS(®#@ the United Nations;

- The Implementation Meeting on Deactivation of $IA(SEC.GAL/181/17),
recognizing the specific threat posed by the tllicinversion, transformation, or
reactivation of SALW, in particular with regardstteeir use for terrorism and
transnational organized crime;

- The progress in and results of OSCE SALW and $f@fects;
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The development of a voluntary online tool fag #ubmission of OSCE
SALW:-related information exchanges;

Tasks the Forum for Security Co-operation, icoadance with its mandate, in 2018,

Continue to strengthen efforts to fully implem#rg existing measures and
commitments set out in the OSCE Document on SAIW ,QSCE Document on
SCA, and related FSC decisions;

Promote OSCE achievements in combating illiifficking, reducing and preventing
the excessive and destabilizing accumulation agninolled spread of SALW at the
Third UN Conference to Review Progress made inrtiementation of the
Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eraditta illicit trade in SALW in

all its aspects and its International Tracing knstent to be held from 18 to

29 June 2018 in New York;

Consider commencing biennial meetings to assessrtplementation of the OSCE
Documents on SALW and SCA;

Continue discussing the outcomes of the Revienfé&ences and Biennial Meetings
of States on the Programme of Action to improveetehce and complementarity
with the relevant United Nations framework;

Continue further steps to improve the efficieaog outcome of SALW and SCA
projects to ensure the maximum possible value @i with the challenges
associated with SALW and SCA in line with the OS&fsSistance mechanisms as
outlined in the OSCE Documents on SALW and SCAmatelant FSC decisions;

Continue holding periodic meetings to review ficat assistance projects on SALW
and SCA;

Further intensify efforts to continue implemegtihe OSCE Plan of Action on
SALW in all its aspects;

Continue to support the timely and full submiasid OSCE SALW-related
information exchanges, making use of the repotimgplate introduced by the CPC
for one-off information exchanges related to theOQBIocument on SALW,
including sample formats for national end-userifieates and/or other pertinent
documents, regulations concerning brokering aetiwivith regard to SALW and the
annual information exchange on the points of caraacSALW and SCA,;

Explore the possibility of a voluntary use of theited Nations International
Ammunition Technical Guidelines in OSCE assistgmogects on SCA;

Continue to explore ways to review and, where@mpate, supplement the OSCE
Document on SALW, the OSCE Document on SCA andX8€E Handbooks of
Best Practices on SALW and on Conventional Ammanijtas well as the CSCE
Principles Governing Conventional Arms Transfers;
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Consider adopting a best practice guide regaritiegleactivation of SALW and
having further discussions on this topic;

Continue to exchange views and information arateshest practices, on a voluntary
basis and if relevant to the mandate of the FSC, on

- Addressing the impact of excessive and destaigliaccumulation and
uncontrolled spread of SALW and SCA on women anldli@n;

- Creating equal opportunities for women’s paradipn in policymaking,
planning and implementation processes to combeit SALW as well as
with regard to the OSCE Assistance Projects irffidie of SALW and SCA;

Explore ways to prevent the diversion of SALW &€HA to illicit markets;

Explore ways to complement the existing OSCE oressaimed at addressing the
illicit trafficking of SALW;

Explore ways to enhance outreach to the OSCElé&tartor Co-operation on issues
related to SALW and SCA in line with relevant Unitiations Security Council
resolutions and OSCE commitments and further devebsoperation with
Mediterranean partners;

Submit progress reports, through its Chairpersothe Twenty-Fifth Meeting of the
Ministerial Council in 2018 on work in relevant ase in accordance with its mandate;

Invites the participating States to:

Continue providing extrabudgetary contributionsaovoluntary basis to support FSC
assistance projects on SALW and SCA,

Explore possibilities to provide, where approfjaoluntary expert advice in OSCE
assistance projects on SALW and SCA by particige8tates having specific
knowledge;

Continue, within the Security Dialogue, discuasion topical security issues related
to SALW and SCA,;

Continue, within the Security Dialogue, as appiedp, general discussions related to
the Arms Trade Treaty;

Organize capacity-building events at the natiomagional and OSCE-wide level in
support of the implementation of OSCE commitmem$SALW and SCA,

Make use of the voluntary online tool for the migsion of OSCE SALW-related
information exchanges and provide extrabudgetamyritutions for its further
development;
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4. Encourages the OSCE Partners for Co-operatigoltmtarily implement the
provisions of this decision.






llIl. STATEMENTS BY THE CHAIRPERSON
AND DELEGATIONS
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OPENING STATEMENT BY THE
OSCE CHAIRPERSON-IN-OFFICE AND FEDERAL MINISTER FOR
EUROPE, INTEGRATION AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF AUSTRIA, AT
THE OPENING SESSION OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF

THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
(MC.DEL/13/17 of 7 December 2017)

Dear colleagues,
| am very pleased to be able to welcome you toNaetoday.

At our meeting in Mauerbach in July, we were ablbold fruitful talks at the
midway point of this year.

The decision that we took there to fill the foeadling positions in the OSCE was very
important for the functioning of our Organizatioram especially pleased therefore to be able
to welcome among us today our Secretary Generainéls Greminger, our Director of the
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human RigHtsyibjorg Gisladattir, the
Representative on Freedom of the Media, HarlemrDasd our High Commissioner on
National Minorities, Lamberto Zannier.

Dear colleagues,
We set ourselves three special priorities this:yea
- To improve the situation of the local populatiorconflicts;
- To counter the danger of radicalization together;
- To rebuild trust among the participating States.

As far as the military conflicts are concerned,axe still confronted every day by
fatalities, victims of military operations and \ewoice. In the crisis in and around Ukraine
alone, 3.8 million people on both sides of the eontact are dependent on humanitarian
support. We have therefore placed our focus offetteeof the civilian population. The OSCE
can make a tangible contribution here; and it dosto. | am pleased that we — with all the
States around this table here — have been abtshteve something together. Owing to time
constraints, | will give only three examples:

- In Ukraine we were able to enlarge the mandatebadget of the OSCE Monitoring
Mission to Ukraine (SMM). During my visit to thenk of contact | was able to
ascertain that the population there would like npatols. Now — at least in theory —
round-the-clock monitoring by the SMM is possiblghithe latest technology.
Monitoring along the entire line of contact, howevequires a general improvement
in the security situation.

- In the Republic of Moldova we were able to achitangible progress for the local
population: for example, the opening of a bridget timad been closed for 25 years and
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the recognition of university qualifications. Thigl make people’s lives
considerably easier.

- In Georgia we dealt with current environmentatgfions across the contact lines and
promoted dialogue.

These are all small measures, but they makedsgesefor the local population. | am
pleased that we have been able to help in thessuggplaces.

In addition to the armed conflicts in the OSCEaakge have been greatly concerned
about the threat posed by radicalization and tesmrgrfrom which none of our countries are
safe — as the attacks this year have made altagaally clear. It was a concern of mine that
we work together in that regard. There are movemattémpting to promote fear and unrest
so as to disrupt and even destroy life togethewumsocieties. They come from many
different directions — Islamic radicalization, pamtarly in our countries, terrorist
organizations, but also both right- and left-wirgifical extremism willing to resort to
violence.

The report by Professor Neumann, with its reconda#gans as to how we as States
can combat radicalization effectively and makedyaise of the OSCE as a networking hub,
was an important contribution. We should now engadbe necessary follow-up.

In order to help here and strengthen the rold®fQSCE in the long term, | have
decided to provide the Organization — more speilfiche OSCE Secretariat’s Action
against Terrorism Unit — with support amountingpt@ quarter of a million euros. In this
way, the experience can be collated in a manuakrevention, providing States with
expertise to help with their implementation.

The crisis of confidence between our countriedinors. We must work against this
trend. Greater security can only be achieved widagr trust. We have therefore deliberately
chosen topics that affect all States and requinengon solutions; arranged meetings in such
a way that the special concerns and wishes ofdhecpating States are taken into account
as far as possible; and lastly organized this Nenigl Council meeting in such a way that we
can make the best possible use of the OSCE asfarpidor dialogue.

In this way, building on our decision in Hambuagtl year, we were able this year to
begin the Structured Dialogue on challenges and risthe OSCE area; to successfully hold
the “5+2” talks in Vienna two weeks ago; and toasige numerous meetings on the margins
of this Ministerial Council on different topics,fexample very specific talks on the security
situation in Ukraine.

Dear colleagues,
The OSCE is more indispensable than ever todagdourity in Europe. With all its
instruments and events in the three dimensiong, aliitits field missions and projects, the

OSCE is a unique forum that we should use more.

The economic and environmental dimension helgs/é&scome economic and
political dividing lines. This year we were ablegiwe impetus to greater economic
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participation, better governance, more connectiaitygl closer co-operation in the
environmental field.

Capacity-building and increased co-operation endteas of Internet security, border
management and policing are also important comgsrarour work in the OSCE.

Our dialogue on human rights, fundamental freedanasthe rule of law is often
controversial, but also indispensable. This alstuinhes the important aspect of the
involvement of civil society in OSCE events. As tl@der of the Chairmanship, we have
heard the concerns of some delegations on thigigoesd take these concerns very
seriously. We have therefore begun an informal gssof reflection and hope that we can
soon come to a common understanding.

In an organization with 57 participating States eéseryone can be satisfied all the
time. Allow me, however, to remind you that ourameration is based on rules that we have
all accepted by consensus. It is therefore alsoitapt that we all abide by these rules. We
can only solve challenges through consensus. Arsd, dialogue and a willingness to
compromise are needed to achieve this consensus.

I am therefore following the discussions aboutréferm of the participating States’
contributions to the OSCE budget with increasingoceosn. We need a solution here so as not
to jeopardize a stable basis for the financindhef®@rganization.

| hope | can count on you to enable us to achieselts at this Ministerial Council
that reflect our determination to give the citizamshe OSCE area more security.

| am looking forward to your participation and t@portunity for exchange within
the plenary session that will follow, but also agyriour lunch together and the various
meetings and discussions on the margins of ourecente.
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CLOSING STATEMENT BY THE
OSCE CHAIRPERSON-IN-OFFICE AND FEDERAL MINISTER FOR
EUROPE, INTEGRATION AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF AUSTRIA, AT
THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF

THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
(MC.DEL/45/17 of 11 December 2017)

Dear colleagues,

Throughout this year, we have had to overcome ndé#figulties and find consensus
on difficult issues.

As you know, we set ourselves three special irgsrthis year.
- To combat the danger of radicalization together;
- To improve the situation for the local populatiarihe conflicts;
- And to restore confidence among the participaBtajes.

| am convinced that we will have to continue ceuimy radicalization in the coming
years and prevent radicalization in our sociefié® populations of our States rightly expect
us politicians to act. The OSCE is a highly suigaiorum for this purpose.

We also wanted to contribute to defusing conflastel improving the humanitarian
situation for those affected by crises and confA& we also heard yesterday in our
discussion, the crisis in and around Ukraine camsto cause us great concern. The
continued fighting has a considerable impact ordtiby lives of the local people.

| should like to highlight, in particular, the iragiant decision in spring to strengthen
the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine,wdt substantial increase in the budget to
105.5 million euros to allow for more monitors, ieased monitoring activities and improved
technical equipment. | have personally witnessetherground how grateful the population
is to the OSCE and above all to the observers.

Together with Germany and Italy, we issued a Taaitatement on the crisis in and
around Ukraine, which is also attached to the jaliofthe meeting.

Our third priority was the restoration of trusheldecision to fill the top four
positions in our Organization, after months of m#i®e consultations and negotiations, is
essential to the OSCE’s capacity to act. | shaukltb take this opportunity to thank you for
your willingness to compromise.

The successful launch of the Structured Dialoguuadamental security issues on
the European continent is an important step towactigeving greater mutual trust.

We also used the economic and environmental dimens link business, diplomacy
and politics and held important meetings on the &midimension, discussing key issues such
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as freedom of the media, tolerance and non-discatidn, gender equality and freedom of
assembly.

Dialogue has been our focus this year and eseoir the past two days. My goal
in this regard has been to rebuild trust and conbur common commitments and principles.

We have held several very successful and high-tewderences, including ones on
cybersecurity on 15 February, economic connectmityl5 and 16 May, terrorism on 23 and
24 May, and the Annual Security Review Conferemomf27 to 29 June. We also met for an
important informal meeting of OSCE Foreign Ministen 11 July in Mauerbach.

Building on Austria’s traditional positioning agpkace of dialogue, | am particularly
interested for the OSCE to be understood and used mtensively as a multilateral forum
for working out joint solutions.

More than 1,500 delegates took part in the OSCizdi#rial Council meeting this
year, using various platforms, including the 1@&sdents, for an open discussion. | also
particularly welcome the meetings held on the sidsl of the Ministerial Council meeting,
such as that between the United States of Amendale Russian Federation, and between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, or the meeting on secumigastern Ukraine and the possible
co-operation in this regard between the OSCE amdUthited Nations.

Finally, we have been able to agree on the adopti@ number of declarations and
decisions. These will define the work of the OSGEthe coming year and the years
afterwards.

Among these decisions and declarations, | shakgdd highlight the following:

- The decision on cybersecurity; the only relevanttilateral decision to strengthen
international co-operation and security in thisaateat it was possible to adopt
worldwide this year;

- The decision to strengthen our joint effortsa@mbat trafficking in human beings;

- Particularly important for me in the economic amyironmental dimension was the
adoption of the decision to promote economic pigditon with a focus on
employment and training opportunities for youngmeand women.

As is the case every year, there was not cons@vaugwhere. Nevertheless, we were
able to:

- Present a Quadriga declaration with Germanyy &at Slovakia as a political road
map for the OSCE in the coming years;

- Prepare a declaration by the Chairmanship onteang radicalization and terrorism
so that the good work in the OSCE can continuethi®oend, we will make
250,000 euros available to the OSCE Action agdiegtorism Unit;
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Furthermore, together with Kazakhstan, ChaihefEEconomic and Environmental
Committee, we were able to issue a declarationrompting the green economy and

strengthening the environmental dimension.
All these declarations are attached to the joush#te meeting.

It is particularly important to me that as papging States we continue our dialogue
next year in these areas and in the human dimension

The OSCE is a challenging and unique organizatiotimes of heightened
uncertainty, an organization like this that stafmigyreater security and trust is important.

With that in mind, | thank you again for your sopipthis year.
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STATEMENT BY
THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
(ALSO ON BEHALF OF ALBANIA, BELGIUM, BULGARIA,
CANADA, CROATIA, THE CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK,
ESTONIA, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, ICELAND,

ITALY, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MONTENEGRO,

THE NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL,
ROMANIA, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN, TURKEY AND THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)
(Annex 1 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

This statement is delivered on behalf of the fwitgy participating States: Albania,
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, the Czech Repubenmark, Estonia, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvighwania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romaniav&da, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, and the
United States of America, as well as my own couritrg United Kingdom.

Mr. Chairperson,

Arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferationtnue to play an important role
in the achievement of our security objectives. Bbthsuccess and failure of these efforts can
have a direct impact on our security environmerg. Wélcome the decision on small arms
and light weapons and stockpiles of conventionahamition.

Enhancing military transparency and confidencEBunope is a top priority. We
remain committed to conventional arms control &syaelement of Euro-Atlantic security.
Full implementation and compliance with these cotnrants is essential to rebuild trust and
confidence in the Euro-Atlantic region. Russia’dateral military activity in and around
Ukraine continues to undermine peace, security séatallity across the region, and its
selective implementation of the Vienna Document tredOpen Skies Treaty and
long-standing non-implementation of the Conventigkraned Forces in Europe Treaty have
eroded the positive contributions of these armgrobmstruments. We call on Russia to
fully adhere to its commitments and treaty obligas. Reciprocal military transparency and
risk reduction have the potential to improve sigbdnd security in the Euro-Atlantic area,
helping to avoid miscalculation and misunderstagdilfe are determined to preserve,
strengthen, and modernize conventional arms comtieurope, based on key principles and
commitments, including respect for sovereignty terdtorial integrity, reciprocity,
transparency, and host nation consent.

We remainjnter alia, committed to improving implementation of and &sting
concrete progress in 2018 on modernizing the Viddmaument to adapt it to the evolving
security environment, including through its substenupdate. We welcome the wealth of
concrete proposals aimadter alia, at strengthening risk reduction mechanisms, erihgn
military transparency, preventing military incider@nd rendering verification more effective.
We call on Russia, which has a very substantiateotional military force, to constructively
engage by joining other participating States indhgoing discussions in the OSCE to
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modernize the Vienna Document, so that we can ragaement on meaningful updates.
Full implementation and modernization of the Viem@ument will help to avoid
miscalculation and misunderstanding. We also umdgethat the OSCE remains a relevant
and inclusive forum to rebuild trust and confidettm®ugh multilateral military dialogue.

We welcome the Structured Dialogue as an oppdittmirenew a meaningful
exchange of ideas among all of the stakeholdeEiadpean security in the OSCE area to
rebuild trust. The process will take more time Wwatvalue the significant, initial work done
in the Structured Dialogue at the OSCE during 2@icdluding discussions of threat
perceptions, challenges to the rules-based ordbtany-to-military contact, and analysis of
trends in military force postures and exercises.|®d& forward to the continuation of the
Structured Dialogue in 2018.

Mr. Chairperson,

The participating States subscribing to this st&et request its inclusion in the
journal of this ministerial meeting.

Thank you.
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF DENMARK
(ALSO ON BEHALF OF ALBANIA, ANDORRA, AUSTRIA,
BELGIUM, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, BULGARIA, CANADA,
CROATIA, CYPRUS, THE CZECH REPUBLIC, ESTONIA, FINLA ND,
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA, FRANCE,
GEORGIA, GERMANY, GREECE, ICELAND, IRELAND, ITALY,
LATVIA, LIECHTENSTEIN, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA :
MOLDOVA, MONACO, MONTENEGRO, THE NETHERLANDS,
NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, SAN MARINO,
SERBIA, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERL AND,
UKRAINE, THE UNITED KINGDOM AND

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)
(Annex 2 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

| have the honour to make this statement on belfdlfe following 44 participating
States: Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosaiml Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finl&rdnce, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein,uania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova,
Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Polandiugal, Romania, San Marino, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerlandfdah@er Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United StateAmerica and my own country,
Denmark.

We make this statement in the same week whereslgbrate the anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; a collectbagnmitment to recognize and protect
the equal dignity, freedom and rights of every harbaing.

Nearly seven decades later, we deeply regretstbare witnessing a continuing
deterioration in some participating States in tkereise and enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, all of which are essenti#théorealization of comprehensive security.
At the same time, we regret that the participaStates were unable to reach consensus on
draft decisions addressing these challenges.

As highlighted in the Vienna Declaration adoptgdtee OSCE Parallel Civil Society
Conference, the fight against terrorism and vioetitemism must go hand in hand with the
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

However, in certain parts of the OSCE region,gpace for civil society is rapidly
shrinking, both online and offline, and attackshamman rights defenders continue to
increase. There are attempts to silence civil $pdeiman rights defenders and free and
pluralistic media through restrictive legislatiamtimidations, or even violent acts and
murder for which those responsible go unpunisheaim@h and girls continue to face
discrimination and violence, and LGBTI persons eigree hate crimes and violent ill
treatment.
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These policies and practices not only violatelurse human rights and fundamental
freedoms, they are also often counter-productisehay increase mutual suspicion in
society, undermine trust in the rule of law and gimaalize vulnerable communities.

For these reasons, we speak out when human agttfundamental freedoms are
violated or abused. Whether it is human rights nigées facing reprisals for their actions, or
persons being harassed, bullied or attacked becduwggo they are, whom they love or what
they believe or say. We will challenge harmful stgypes, combat myths with facts, and
speak out against discrimination on all grounds.rééall our commitments and hold
ourselves and each other to account. There maynes tvhere we cannot prevent injustice,
but there must never be a time when we fail togstot

We commend all individuals and organizations wlookatirelessly to safeguard our
commitments on human rights and hold governmerusuatable for their actions. They
deserve our recognition and deepest respect.

Our defence of and support for human rights defednd civil society are not
simply a matter of principle. When people can fyestercise their human rights,
fundamental freedoms and civil society thrives, amdorities are not marginalized, societies
are more resilient and peaceful. When women ansl ¢an pursue unlimited opportunities, a
country realizes its full potential. When free gidralistic media can inform the public,
abuses of power, corruption and disinformationwsreovered.

We commend the work of the OSCE autonomous itigtits, the ODIHR, the High
Commissioner on National Minorities and the Repmnésteve on Freedom of the Media, for
their efforts to stand up for human rights, therebgtributing to our common security. Their
work, mandates and institutional independence ssergial to the promotion and protection
of fundamental freedoms and human rights.

We will continue to take forward the principlesittunderpin the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the international caugs and the Helsinki Final Act and
stand up for human rights, across the OSCE regiah worldwide.

Finally, we also would like to express our sincappreciation and thanks to the
Austrian Chairmanship for its tireless efforts teeegthen the human dimension.
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF SPAIN
(ALSO ON BEHALF OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, IRELAND,
ITALY, KAZAKHSTAN, MALTA, MONACO, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA

SAN MARINO, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA AND SWITZERLAND)
(Annex 3 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

This statement is delivered on behalf of the fwilw participating States: Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, MaltanBipality of Monaco, Portugal, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia and Switzerlandyealt as by my own country, Spain.

Mr. Chairperson,

At the 2013 Ministerial Council in Kyiv we all regnized the evolving nature of
transnational threats in the OSCE region and beyasmdvell as the need to provide collective
responses, including by strengthening the co-operatith our OSCE Mediterranean and
Asian Partners. Since then, further transnatiohallenges have emerged, underscoring once
again the interdependence between the securityeydDSCE area and that of our Partners for
Co-operation.

We believe that, in order to frame a common respda such challenges, we need to
deepen the political dialogue between OSCE paditig States and Partners for
Co-operation in all possible venues, starting ftbeMinisterial Council, in line with the
spirit of the Ministerial Declaration on the OSCarters for Co-operation adopted in
Madrid in 2007 (MC.DOC/1/07) and the Basel MiniggeCouncil Declarations on
Co-operation with the Asian and Mediterranean RastMC.DOC/9/14 and
MC.DOC/10/14).

We therefore see merit in amending the OSCE Rafl@socedure in a way that will
allow heads of delegations from Partners for Coraijen to address the Ministerial Council
following the heads of delegation of equal rankrfrparticipating States, as it follows:

- Ministers or heads of delegations of equal raoknfthe participating States;

- Ministers or heads of delegations of equal raoknfthe Partners for Co-operation;
- Deputy ministers or representatives of equal feark the participating States;

- Deputy ministers or representatives of equal feark the Partners for Co-operation;
- All other heads of delegations from the partitippStates;

- All other heads of delegations from the Partf@r<o-operation.

We see this as a concrete signal of the politicthko further engage with the partners
within the framework of the OSCE and enhance olitipal dialogue.
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Such an amendment will also codify the currentica, introduced under the Swiss
Chairmanship, of inviting participating States teess the Ministerial Council according to
the rank of their head of delegation, with minister heads of delegations of equal rank
taking precedence over other representatives.

We encourage other participating States to furtbesider such a proposal, with a
view to reaching the necessary consensus for dptaxh in the future.

Mr. Chairperson,

We remain committed to further strengthening @atronship with the
Mediterranean and Asian Partners for Co-operabandrease our ability to frame a
collective response to the challenges of our time.

Mr. Chairperson,

The participating States subscribing to this sta&tet request that it be attached to the
journal of this ministerial meeting.

Thank you.
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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON

(ALSO ON BEHALF OF GERMANY, ITALY AND SLOVAKIA)
(Annex 4 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

The “Quadriga” Declaration

We, the Foreign Ministers of Germany, Austrialyiand Slovakia, representing the
previous, current and incoming Chairmanships of@hganization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) are concerned byldpreents within the OSCE area that
have deepened mistrust, increased tensions, caas#itt and instability within and
between States.

Serious challenges in the OSCE area include fuedéahbreaches of the OSCE’s
principles and commitments, armed conflicts, irtipalar the crisis in and around Ukraine,
protracted conflicts, terrorism, violent extremignansnational threats, violations of human
rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of layec threats, challenges arising from large
movements of refugees and migrants, deteriorating@mic and social integration.
Responses require effective multilateral co-operati herefore, we need to rebuild trust and
improve good neighbourly relations.

We reiterate our commitment to the concept of canensive, co-operative, equal
and indivisible security, guided by the principtdsqual partnership, solidarity and
transparency. We remain inspired by the vision foéa, democratic, common and indivisible
Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian security community asgioed in the Astana Commemorative
Declaration.

OSCE principles and commitments, in particulasthenshrined in the Helsinki Final
Act, form the basis of our common security. We deplgrave breaches of the Helsinki
principles. We reaffirm our commitment to the paten and promotion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms throughout the OSCE areardlbeof civil society is essential in this
regard.

We are most concerned about the crisis in andnarblkraine and its wider impact on
security and co-operation in Europe. We emphasiz@mportance of the full and swift
implementation of the Minsk agreements. We comnibkadliplomatic efforts of the
Normandy format; we recognize the vital role of Thdateral Contact Group; and we
express our strong support for the Special MonitpMission (SMM) to Ukraine. We
reaffirm that the SMM is mandated to have safesawlire access throughout Ukraine.

We stress the role of the OSCE as a vital instnirfee preventing and resolving
armed conflicts. In particular, the OSCE continteeaddress the conflict in Georgia and
contributes to facilitating negotiations and redgciensions concerning the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. We commend the receogj@ss on the Transdniestrian
settlement process, and we welcome today’s OSCEstdimal Statement.

We reaffirm the need for a strong commitment byOB$articipating States to the
full implementation and further development of arosatrol agreements and confidence- and
security-building measures to enhance military poldtical stability within the OSCE area.
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We believe dialogue to be essential to enhan@ogréy and co-operation. In this
light, we support the ongoing Structured Dialognd are committed, building on the work
done, to continuing this process.

We are resolved to strengthen our efforts to caruetrrorism, violent extremism and
radicalization that lead to terrorism, while cotesigly upholding human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

We will continue to enhance sustainable growtlninithe OSCE area by promoting
the objective of economic connectivity and encoung@nvironmental co-operation.

We stress the value of effective co-operation with Asian and Mediterranean
Partners for Co-operation.

We welcome the new leadership team of the OSCEutixe structures and support
efforts to strengthen the effectiveness of the Gimgdion. We believe that a stronger sense of
ownership and shared responsibility will enhaneegpirit of co-operation, promoting better
relations among OSCE States and ensuring conditowiich people can live in peace.
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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON

(ALSO ON BEHALF OF GERMANY AND ITALY)
(Annex 5 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

Troika Statement on the Crisis in and around Ukraire

We, the Foreign Ministers of Germany, Austria #atl/, the Troika of the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Eer¢PSCE), are deeply concerned about
the crisis in and around Ukraine, particularly bg tontinued fighting and the use of heavy
weapons which have severe negative consequenceeefsecurity of the local population in
eastern Ukraine. We are also concerned about ttherwnpact of the crisis on stability and
co-operation in Europe and our commonly agreecdcies and commitments. We call for
implementation of a durable and verifiable ceasedind a new impetus to intensify efforts to
resolve the conflict.

We would have preferred to reach consensus omtdeclaration on the OSCE'’s
response to the crisis in and around Ukraine. Dulidagreement, in particular, over a
reference to the internationally recognized bordétgdkraine and the status of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Seyaal, this was not possible again this
year. Nevertheless, we, together with nearly atlippating States reaffirm our full respect
for the sovereignty, independence and territondgrity of Ukraine within its internationally
recognized borders and call on the sides to aateléne disengagement process, demining
and withdrawal of heavy weapons, and to agree andiengagement areas. We also stress
the importance of the full, swift and comprehensmplementation of the Minsk agreements
in their entirety.

Like all participating States we continue to hétwe gravest concerns about the
situation on the ground. We deplore the sufferihgialians — particularly children and the
elderly — and the grave humanitarian, economicearwironmental impact of the crisis. We
underline the urgent need to address pressing htaran issues, including by enabling
access by international humanitarian organizatiorike entire territory of Ukraine.

We call for the immediate release and exchangd! bbstages and unlawfully
detained persons, based on the principle of “alafty, in accordance with the Minsk
agreements. We condemn the indiscriminate use résrand their devastating impact on
civilians and the environment, as well as the thile@y pose to SMM patrols. We, like most
participating States, urge the sides to enhangesdfierts to clear mines, explosive devices
and unexploded ordnance, and to refrain from lagihditional mines and increase mine
awareness. We are concerned by ceasefire violatiaghg vicinity of critical infrastructure.
We call on the sides to continue to assist the Sllghable local ceasefires, particularly for
the repair of critical infrastructure, and to e$isfbsafety zones around such installations. We
need greater efforts to reduce the risk of ecoldgiad humanitarian disasters in the region.
We urge the sides to enhance connectivity, andgeal unilateral steps that run counter to
the spirit of the Minsk Agreements.

The OSCE will continue to work towards a peacstlution of the crisis, fully
committed to upholding the United Nations Chartiee, Helsinki Final Act, and all other
OSCE principles and commitments to which we halvagiked. We support the diplomatic
efforts in the Normandy format, and welcome clos@peration between the Chairmanship,
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Trilateral Contact Group (TCG), Special MonitoriNgssion to Ukraine (SMM), and the
members of the Normandy Group.

Like all participating States, we recognize thetca role of the TCG and its working
groups in facilitating the practical implementatiointhe Minsk agreements and we reiterate
our full support for the Special Representativéhef OSCE Chairperson-in-Office,
Ambassador Martin Sajdik, and the co-ordinatortheffour working groups. We appreciate
the good offices provided by Belarus in hostingriteetings.

Despite political differences, there is overwhelgsupport for the work of the
Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM), andpagciation to its monitors who are
operating in a challenging environment under tHe,admost four-year-long leadership of
Ambassador Ertugrul Apakan.

As demonstrated in the declaration of supportierSMM adopted by the Permanent
Council on 27 April 2017, all participating Statament the death of paramedic
Mr. Joseph Stone and the injuries suffered by ttheromonitors while on patrol with the
SMM on 23 April 2017. We welcome the findings oétimvestigations into this tragic
incident and the resulting enhanced efforts to ouerthe security of the monitors.

All participating States have agreed that the SidMhandated to have safe and
secure access throughout Ukraine and have caltatifoto be fully respected. We condemn
any threats against SMM monitors and damage of O&XSEts.

Following the visits by the CiO to the region &hd talks with the local population
most affected, the need for more and enhanced orogtby the SMM became apparent. We
welcome the decision by all participating Stateadopt the budget of the SMM and applaud
the work that the SMM has done this year to expenfibotprint, increase the number of
monitors, and enhance the use of technology. Werahe SMM to continue to enhance
efforts in monitoring and supporting the implemeiota of all OSCE principles and
commitments. In this regard, we also welcome tlheveat activities of the OSCE executive
structures, including the High Commissioner on dizdi Minorities, the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights and th€B%®Representative on Freedom of the
Media.

We acknowledge the role played by the OSCE Obséfission to two Russian
checkpoints of Gukovo and Donetsk, and call fothfer dialogue on how to enhance
monitoring at the Ukrainian/Russian State border.

We support establishing closer co-operation betvike OSCE and the United
Nations with the aim to contribute to fostering preaceful resolution of the crisis in and
around Ukraine.



- 65 -

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON
(Annex 6 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

Chairmanship Declaration on Preventing and Countemg Terrorism and
Violent Extremism and Radicalization that Lead to Terrorism

The Austrian Chairmanship of the OSCE condemmeriesm in the strongest possible
terms, in all its forms and manifestations, andealorist attacks, in particular those
perpetrated in 2017. We offer heartfelt condolenodble families of the victims and to the
people and governments that have been targetedhriben constitutes one of the most
serious threats to international peace and security

The increasing number of terrorist attacks andalag number of victims in the
OSCE area, including attacks by terrorists actingeaor in small cells, continue to raise
serious concerns, as does the proliferation ofdtrerist and violent extremist ideology and
narratives that motivate all these acts. Any a¢eobrism is criminal and unjustifiable,
regardless of its motivation; we condemn, in tmergiest terms, the incitement of terrorist
acts and repudiate attempts at the justificatioglanification (or apologie) of terrorist acts
that may incite further terrorist acts. We resyibetright to freedom of expression reflected
in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of HumRights and in Article 19 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rigl{tCCPR). Furthermore, terrorism cannot
and should not be associated with any religioripnatity or civilization.

We strongly reaffirm our determination and comna@tmto remaining united in
preventing and countering terrorism and violenteaxism and radicalization that lead to
terrorism (VERLT). We stress that terrorism canydre defeated through increased
international solidarity and co-operation and tsuatained and comprehensive approach
involving the active participation and co-operatafrall participating States and relevant
international and regional organizations, as welhvehere appropriate, civil society, and
directed at impeding, impairing, isolating and ipaaitating the terrorist threat. We condemn
unequivocally and express outrage at the indisoaiei killing and deliberate targeting of
civilians, at numerous atrocities, at persecutiminadividuals and communitiesjter alia on
the basis of their religion or belief, by terromgbups, such as the so-called Islamic State,
also known as ISIL/DAESH, Al-Qaida and associatetividuals, groups, undertakings and
entities. We note with appreciation the internagiarounter-terrorism efforts being made and
emphasize in this context that security in the O%@#a is intricately linked to security in
adjacent areas.

We underscore the central role of the United Nwetim preventing and countering
terrorism and violent extremism as and when conauim terrorism, and strongly reaffirm
our commitment to taking the measures needed tegirall people within our jurisdictions
against terrorist acts and the need for all actiorise conducted in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the UN Charter, andthkr applicable obligations under
international law, in particular international humraghts law, international refugee law and
international humanitarian law, as well as relewdNt Security Council resolutions. We
recall and reaffirm all relevant OSCE commitmerdsged in the field of preventing and
countering terrorism and VERLT, in particular tH&l8 Ministerial Declaration on
Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism andi@azation that Lead to Terrorism.
Accordingly, we underscore the importance of oungotments under the UN Global
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Counter-Terrorism Strategy and the need to contioueplement all its aspects in an
integrated manner, in close co-operation with taelp created UN Office of
Counter-Terrorism. We take note of the Plan of éttio Prevent Violent Extremism
presented by the Secretary-General of the Unitatbh&a We also take note of the relevant
Good Practices documents adopted by the Global t€darrorism Forum (GCTF). We
encourage the OSCE participating States to consageappropriate, becoming Parties to the
Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention efrdrism and to its Additional Protocol.

We welcome the adoption of UN Security CouncibieBon 2354 (2017) and of the
Comprehensive International Framework to Counterofist Narratives (S/2017/375), with
its recommended guidelines and good practicesffecterely countering the ways that
terrorist groups and associated individuals, groupdertakings and entities use their
narratives to encourage, motivate and recruit stteecommit terrorist acts. We invite
participating States and OSCE Partners for Co-tiperto actively engage in and reinforce
their work to address these challenges, in padrdhle spread of terrorist narratives, and to
this aim undertake appropriate national and intewsnal measures, in accordance with their
obligations under international law, in line witketrelevant UNSC resolutions, in particular
UNSC resolution 2354, and consistent with rele\@8CE commitments. We invite OSCE
executive structures, within their mandates andaive resources and complementing
ongoing UN efforts, to facilitate thematic discus®s focused on implementing UNSC
resolution 2354 on a regional level and on exchantgssons learned and good practices for
promoting a comprehensive response to the spretdrofist and violent extremist
ideologies and narratives.

We acknowledge that the OSCE, as the largest, inclssive and comprehensive
regional security organization, has unique orgdimnal strengths that make it suited to
providing a platform for the exchange of good praest and lessons learned on preventing
and countering terrorism and VERLT, and emphasiaethe profile of the OSCE in this
field could be strengthened further, in accordamitke and building upon the existing
mandates. In addition, voluntary reporting by OSfEicipating States in the Security
Committee of the OSCE Permanent Council is an dppity to share valuable lessons that
could be built upon.

We stress that OSCE participating States havprih@ry role in preventing and
countering terrorism and VERLT, while respectingittobligations under international law,
in particular human rights and fundamental freeddme reiterate that all participating
States should refrain from providing any form gpgart, active or passive, to entities or
persons involved in terrorist acts. We reaffirmt tthese who participate in the financing,
planning, facilitating, preparing or perpetratiegrorist acts must be held accountable and
brought to justice, on the basis of the princig&ttadite or prosecute” in compliance with
relevant obligations under international law, adl ag applicable domestic legislation. We
strongly reaffirm our determination and commitmenpursue a sustained and
comprehensive approach and to strengthen co-operattiall relevant levels on preventing
and countering terrorism and VERLT. In this contex® emphasize the importance of
strengthening inter-agency co-operation and coratan.

We commend the OSCE’s work in this field, whicimgdements efforts being made
by the United Nations, as well as other internatiarganizations. We welcome the OSCE
United in Countering Violent Extremism (#United CM&mpaign and the OSCE’s efforts to
support and build the capacity of civil societyaastin preventing VERLT, with emphases on
women, youth, and religious and community leadessappropriate. We also welcome the
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OSCE’s work on scenario-based discussions, indtutdible-top exercises aimed at building
public-private partnerships, societal resiliencewell as its work on the protection of critical
infrastructure from terrorist attacks. We furthekaowledge the role effective community
policing can play in identifying individuals at ki®f radicalization that leads to terrorism.

We reaffirm our intention to take resolute actionfull implementation of UNSC
resolution 2178 and other relevant UNSC resolutiand consistent with OSCE
commitments, in particular the 2014 DeclaratiortttmmOSCE Role in Countering the
Phenomenon of Foreign Terrorist Fighters in thet€&drof the Implementation of UN
Security Council resolutions 2170 (2014) and 222@8.4) (MC.DOC/5/14), to counter the
threat posed by FTFs to countries of origin, tlaasd destination, including those returning
to their countries of origin or relocating fromtorconflict zones. We encourage commitment
to co-operating and consistently providing mutugdgrt in preventing and countering
terrorism, including by eliminating the supply oéapons to terrorists and preventing the
recruitment and mobilization of individuals as tersts, in compliance with obligations
under international law, and consistent with OSGEmitments.

We underline our resolve to prevent and suppegssrist financing and we commit
ourselves to deepening international and regiooaperation within the UN, the OSCE, the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and FATF-styggional bodies. We encourage a
strengthening of the measures against the finaradfingernational terrorist groups, in
accordance with the International Convention fer 8uppression of the Financing of
Terrorism. We also encourage swift, effective aoohprehensive implementation of the
relevant UN Security Council resolutions and theaRcial Action Task Force’s (FATF)
standards, in the OSCE area and worldwide. We waddihe strengthening of the
co-operation between the OSCE and the UNODC irriaffecapacity-building on countering
terrorist financing in the OSCE area and for theCB%artners for Co-operation.

We note with increasing concern the multifacetedus between international
terrorism and transnational organized crime, asrdeed in relevant UNSC resolutions. In
this context, we invite participating States to m#kll use of available multilateral and
bilateral mechanisms and data-sharing systemsocacwhtribute to existing databases and
update them systematically, while fully respectingir obligations under international law,
including the right to be free from arbitrary odawful interference with privacy.

We remain committed to ensuring that national crahjustice systems are based on
respect for human rights and the rule of law, duegss and fair trial guarantees and are
effectively complemented by appropriate preventeasures. We stress the importance of
the development and maintenance of effective, f@aimane, transparent and accountable
criminal justice systems, as well as of ensuririgative prison management consistent with
applicable international law and national legiglatias a fundamental basis of any strategy to
prevent and counter terrorism and VERLT.

We emphasize the importance of a sustained, nmkigsional, and comprehensive
approach to preventing and countering terrorism\A8RLT, aimed at effectively addressing
all internal and external conditions conduciverteitt spread, in accordance with applicable
international law and consistent with OSCE commiitagand while recognizing that none
of these conditions can excuse or justify terror®@MVERLT. We also emphasize the
importance of developing tailored and human rigftsipliant strategies, policies and
programmes, including a gender perspective, inviitle applicable international law and
domestic legislation, designed to reduce the appfealrorism and VERLT.
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We emphasize the importance of building wholeaziety resilience to terrorism and
VERLT, as well as of fostering the role of civilcsety in supporting a global campaign
against terrorism, and the need to further prorpat#ic-private partnerships. We underscore
the importance of involving civil society, in pailar families, youth, women, victims of
terrorism, and religious, cultural and educatideatlers, as well as the media and the private
sector, in preventing terrorism and VERLT, as ajglile.

We recognize the need to foster an environmenigh®t conducive to terrorism
and, in this context, stress the importance of tayumarratives which should aim not only to
rebut terrorist messages but also to amplify pasmiarratives, in order to provide
alternatives and address issues of concern toraetievho are targeted by terrorist
narratives. We encourage participating States ¢ptacheasures to counter terrorist narratives
complying with their obligations under internatibteaw, including international human
rights law, international refugee law and interoiaéil humanitarian law and consistent with
OSCE commitments. We emphasize the value of pyiii@te partnerships in countering
terrorist narratives, and the need to involve aewamhge of actors, including families, youth,
women and religious, cultural and educational lead&here appropriate, participating
States could engage and co-operate with religiatisaties and community leaders
possessing relevant expertise in crafting and eefig effective counter-narratives.

We stress the importance of the role played byribdia, civil society, religious
groups, the private sector and educational ingiitstin efforts to enhance dialogues and
broaden understanding, and in promoting tolerandepgaceful coexistence. Fully
respecting the right to freedom of opinion and espion, we stress the necessity to act
co-operatively, including with ICT and social med@mpanies, in accordance with
international law, to continue to develop and impéat practical measures to counter the
exploitation of the Internet and other informatenmd communication technologies for
terrorist purposes, including to commit, incitegriét, fund or plan terrorist acts.

We recognize that efforts to prevent terrorism ¥B@RLT can benefit from
increasing youth participation and promoting tlseinse of belonging to societies, including
by the creation of an enabling environment and dppdies for youth to participate and
engage voluntarily and freely in public life andtire promotion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, democratic principles andutesof law, tolerance and
non-discrimination, and dialogue and mutual resprath efforts can also benefit from the
facilitation of youth access to social services amployment and from support being given
to youth-led and youth-focused awareness-raisittigiives, including through the Internet
and social media. We also underscore the importéetof education in building relevant
skills, such as critical thinking, media literaeyd the sense of responsibility, in order to
enable youth to reject terrorist narratives andlehge them more effectively. In this context,
we underscore the need to enhance the exchang®ohation, lessons learned and good
practices on how to effectively engage with youtipieventing terrorism and VERLT.

We condemn all the acts, methods and practicesmirist groups, including
indiscriminate or targeted killings, torture, kighpgng and hostage-taking, abductions, and
acts of violence which cause destruction and digpfgeople. We express deep concern that
acts of sexual and gender-based violence are ktmWwe part of the ideology of certain
terrorist groups, and are used as an instrumeanttease their power in supporting the
financing of terrorism, recruitment and the dedinrcof communities. We recognize the
differential impact terrorism and VERLT have on wemand children, with particular
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respect to such matters as violations and abudasneén rights, and acknowledge that
women and children are often directly targeteddsyorist groups. We highlight the need to
consider evidence-based policies in mechanismsiaatkgies for preventing terrorism and
VERLT, as appropriate, in dealing with female, jole recruits and returnees. Children
formerly associated with terrorist groups, or wiawén been forced to travel to conflict zones
affected by terrorist attacks, should be treateal imanner consistent with their rights, dignity
and needs.

We encourage States to co-operate in effortsdoead the threat posed by terrorists,
including relocating and returning FTFs, Iyter alia, developing and implementing, after
prosecution, rehabilitation and reintegration styés, policies and programmes before,
during and after imprisonment and as part of nostadial measures of justice. Such
programmes should be compliant with internatioael, lin particular international human
rights law, international humanitarian law and intgional refugee law. They should also
ensure national ownership and address specificecnacvulnerabilities and needs of men,
women and children, including accompanying familgmbers of FTFs, as well those of
incarcerated offenders, as appropriate. A comphemand multidisciplinary approach may
benefit from the concerted efforts of those beat@dl to bring about successful outcomes,
such as counter-terrorism practitioners from latomement bodies and criminal justice
systems, social workers and civil society, inclgdiamilies, teachers, local communities,
women, non-governmental organizations and religioubural and educational leaders,
within their competencies. In this regard, we asgphasize the importance of further
research, thematic discussions and sharing of goatices and international guidelines, as
well as of tailored technical assistance offeredddgvant international organizations,
including the OSCE. To this end, we invite the OS&Ecutive structures to work with and
assist the OSCE participating States on these raatfgon request, within existing mandates
and available resources.

We welcome the activities pursued by OSCE exeeugiwctures, including OSCE
institutions, within existing mandates and avagat@dsources, in support of the
implementation of OSCE commitments in the fielgpofventing and countering terrorism
and VERLT, in line with the OSCE’s comprehensiveraach to security.

We recognize the importance of subregional effartsounter the transnational threat
of terrorism. We therefore encourage and empoweZE&xecutive structures, within their
mandates and available resources, to facilitateegidnal co-operation to prevent and
counter terrorism and VERLT, including with the Ntedranean and Asian Partners for
Co-operation, as relevant.

We welcome the efforts of the OSCE Parliamentasgeibly in the field of
preventing and countering terrorism and VERLT. Rentnore, we encourage
parliamentarians from the OSCE participating Stedentinue to engage in dialogue with a
view to strengthening international and domestugslation, in order to prevent and counter
terrorism and VERLT, to build resilience within aocieties, to promote solidarity with
victims of terrorism, and to speak out strongly anomptly against intolerance,
discrimination, terrorism and VERLT.

We invite the OSCE Partners for Co-operation o { in affirming this declaration.
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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON

(ALSO ON BEHALF OF KAZAKHSTAN)
(Annex 7 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

Declaration of the 2017 Austrian OSCE Chairmanshi@and the
Chairmanship of the Economic and Environmental Comnttee,
Kazakhstan, on Greening Our Economies and FosterinQur
Environmental Co-operation

The Chairmanship-in-Office and the ChairmanshiphefEconomic and
Environmental Committee,

After a yearlong of constructive consultations andaging negotiations, the
Chairmanship-in-Office and the Chairmanship ofEHeenomic and Environmental
Committee are appreciating the active participatiod broad support of all participating
States in almost achieving a consensus,

Reaffirming and recalling the commitments and @gples related to environmental
co-operation contained in the OSCE Strategy Doctifieerthe Economic and Environmental
Dimension adopted in Maastricht in 2003, the Migisti Council Declaration on
Environment and Security adopted in Madrid in 2G8&, Ministerial Council Decision on
Strengthening Dialogue and Co-operation on Enesgyufty adopted in Athens in 2009, the
Ministerial Council Decisions on Improving the Erommental Footprint of Energy-Related
Activities and on Protection of Energy NetworksnrdNatural and Man-Made Disasters
adopted in Kyiv in 2013, the Ministerial Council &sion on Enhancing Disaster Risk
Reduction adopted in Basel in 2014, and the Minat€ouncil Decision on Strengthening
Good Governance and Promoting Connectivity adoptéthmburg in 2016,

Recognizing that greening our economies and fogst@ur environmental
co-operation can increase economic prosperity whiecing environmental risks, thereby
contributing to stability, security and enhanceebperation in the OSCE area,

Recalling the often cross-boundary nature of emvitental challenges, including
disasters, climate change, unsustainable use ufat@aésources, hazardous waste and
pollution, that calls for co-operation,

Recognizing the role of OSCE executive structureduding field operations, within
the scope of their mandates, in addressing envieotethchallenges,

Acknowledging that women are often disproportiehatffected by disasters, climate
change and environmental degradation, and that wateuld play an active role in
designing and developing strategic responses toamuental threats,

Recognizing that energy efficiency and renewahkrgy can contribute to
sustainable economic growth, a diversified energy nesource efficiency and energy
access, and improve energy security,
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Acknowledging that the responsible and sustainat@ieagement of natural resources,
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, energyesftig and the increasing use of renewable
energy contribute to conserving nature, addresdintate change and greening our
economies,

Recognizing that the implementation of green iratmns, the use of green and
low-carbon technologies and sound waste managemesdures offer economic
opportunities and contribute to the reduction @&egrhouse gas emissions and environmental
pollution,

Highlighting that good environmental governanoeluding transparency, corruption
prevention, public participation and equal oppoitiea for women and men in environmental
decision-making, supported by raising awarenessahdncing education on environment
and sustainable development, contributes to addgesavironmental challenges more
effectively,

Acknowledging the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Dmyaent as a comprehensive
framework contributing to peace, security and cerapon,

Acknowledging the Paris Agreement as a globatumsént for enhancing collective
action against climate change and for contributingtability and sustainable development,

Supporting the efforts towards reducing environtakrisks, greening our economies
and promoting sustainable development through agleregional and international
organizations and multilateral agreememtter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Ris#tuction and the Paris Agreement,

Acknowledging the outcomes of the Eighth Environbfer Europe Ministerial
Conference in Batumi and the Eighth Internatior@ui on Energy for Sustainable
Development in the margins of the Internationalcsgdized Exhibition EXPO 2017 in
Astana,

Welcoming the substantial discussions held infttamework of the 25th Economic
and Environmental Forum on “Greening the econondylanlding partnerships for security
in the OSCE region”, in particular those of thegamatory Meeting held in Astana in
June 2017 and of the Concluding Meeting in Pragugeiptember 2017, of the Economic and
Environmental Dimension Implementation Meeting afthe thematic Economic and
Environmental Committee meetings held in 2017,

Calls upon participating States to:

Strengthen our environmental co-operation in supgiadisaster risk reduction,
climate action, sustainable use of natural ressy@®und hazardous waste management and
pollution prevention and control, thereby also cimiting to security and
confidence-building;

Promote the sustainable use and management ofstews for the prevention of
environmental disasters;
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Promote energy efficiency and renewable energg¢onomic growth and
sustainable development;

Strengthen good environmental governandey alia, by preventing corruption, by
promoting transparency, by raising awareness ahdreng education on environment and
sustainable development, by promoting engagemeait oélevant stakeholders, including
the public and private sector, civil society, meagina academia, and by ensuring equal
opportunities for women and men in environmentaigien-making processes;

Further strengthen measures that contribute tengng our economiegter alia, by
increasing resource efficiency and circular econgamyg exchanging best practices and
knowledge in environmentally sound technologies;

Foster our environmental co-operation to streng#exurity, as applicable, through
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for SustdsBlevelopment and the Paris
Agreement;

Strengthen the role of women in greening our enoas and fostering our
environmental co-operation.
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STATEMENT BY

THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
(Annex 8 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

The delegation of Estonia, in its capacity as Eesklency, passed the floor to the
representative of the European Union, who delivéinedollowing statement:

We express our deep gratitude to Minister Kurz tanithe Austrian Chairmanship for
the generous hospitality we have enjoyed not jushd the Ministerial Council, but
throughout the year. Minister Kurz, you should tiglbe very proud of your excellent team
for the tremendous work put into preparing and ingghis Ministerial Council, and for the
Chairmanship’s tireless efforts in taking us thriowlfficult discussions, this week and
during the whole of 2017.

In light of ongoing challenges the EU would haked to join a strong message in a
ministerial political declaration. We regret thhistwas not possible.

For a fourth year, the Ministerial Council hasealplace against the bleak backdrop
of the crisis in and around Ukraine. We had hopetiaorked for agreement on a ministerial
declaration on OSCE action addressing the crissmdharound Ukraine and we regret the
renewed failure to get consensus language on tls¢ sedous security challenge Europe is
facing. Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea aedtdbilization of eastern Ukraine continues
to violate the principles and commitments, as anslrnotably in the Helsinki Final Act and
the Paris Charter, which constitute the basis @Btropean security order. We reiterate our
strong condemnation of the illegal annexation ef Autonomous Republic of Crimea and
the city of Sevastopol, which we will not recogni¥ée reaffirm our unwavering support for
Ukrainian sovereignty, independence, unity andtteral integrity within its internationally
recognized borders. The European Union will supgi@tcontinued international diplomatic
efforts within the Normandy format and the Trilale€Contact Group. Respect for our
fundamental principles and commitments must beredt

We reaffirm our strong support for the OSCE'’s riol¢he crisis in and around
Ukraine, and to its essential and multifaceted roution to facilitating the full
implementation of the Minsk agreements. We alsierr&ie our unequivocal support for the
essential role of the SMM in advancing the full ievpentation of Minsk agreements and call
for full, safe and unhindered access of the maositoroughout Ukraine. We call on all sides
to work effectively to fully implement the Minsk egements and to re-establish full
Ukrainian control of its internationally recognizkdrders, so as to ensure a sustainable
political solution in line with OSCE principles asdmmitments. We underline Russia’s
responsibility in this regard.

The resolution of the protracted conflicts in Bepublic of Moldova, in Georgia and
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict remains a top ipiydor the European Union. We call
again on all parties to show the political will eesary to make progress in resolving them in
2018. We reiterate our strong support for the Gareternational Discussions, the
Transdniestrian Settlement process and the mediatithe Co-Chairs of the Minsk Group.

In this context we welcome today’s ministerial deation confirming the progress achieved
towards reaching a settlement of the Transnistianilict. We welcome the joint statement
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by the Heads of Delegation of the OSCE Minsk Gr@opChair countries. We regret that it
was not possible to adopt a statement on the confliGeorgia.

Instruments of military transparency reduce rigksrease predictability, and thus
play an important role in fostering confidence atability. We welcome that we could reach
agreement on the Ministerial Council decision orLBAand SCA, which remains an
important contribution of the Organization to thalbslity and security in the OSCE region.
This decision provides fresh impetus on our worknrarea in which the EU and its Member
States invest heavily. We also emphasize the reewitk towards an environment
conducive to reinvigorating conventional arms colnéind CSBMs, together with our
commitment to full implementation of the existingnemitments in the politico-military area.
We remain strong supporters of the Vienna Documertdernization and the continued
operation of the Open Skies Treaty. We regretuleatould not reach consensus on
declarations on promoting military stability anatgety and the 25th anniversary of the FSC.
We welcome the successful launch of the Structbiatbgue, value the work done in 2017
and, building on this work, we will continue to i¥ely engage in this process.

In light of terrorist attacks and ongoing terrotlaeat in the OSCE area and
worldwide, we were ready to speak out again stpaghinst the continued threat posed by
terrorism. Negotiations on the text were fruitfudareflected a good balance — hence we
welcome the Chairmanship’s statement. Building @vipus commitments, we tried to
reflect the increasing concern to all of us, on ltowddress the threat posed by foreign
terrorist fighters, as well as on how to counteraest narratives, particularly taking into
account the youth perspective, while respectingdoen of opinion and expression. We had
wanted to highlight again the important contribotaf civil society — and the importance to
respect human rights and fundamental freedomdeotafely prevent VERLT. It is
regrettable that the text could not be adopted.

Our comprehensive security cannot exclude or malige half of our populations.
Gender equality should be a core value for everyqyaating State, and we deeply regret
that we could not adopt a decision on strengthethiagarticipation of women in the security
sector, as this is an important issue to addresgtease the operational effectiveness of the
security sector. We saw this initiative as certvghe work of our Organization and look
forward to continuing efforts in this area with tBlairmanship. We are also particularly
disappointed that we could not adopt a decisiopremnenting and combating violence
against women, which remains one of the most peseasd persistent human rights
violations across the OSCE area. We reiteratettieatngagement of men is essential for its
elimination.

The cross-dimensional Ministerial Council decisanstrengthening efforts to
prevent trafficking in human beings representsngportant deliverable of this year’s
Ministerial Council. We welcome that it calls fdret adoption of a victim-centred and
gender-sensitive approach, which fully respectsdunghts and fundamental freedoms, as
well as for the promotion of dialogue and co-opgeraamong all relevant stakeholders. We
also welcome the agreement, building on previowmsneiments, to strengthen efforts to
combat all forms of child trafficking and sexualpéoitation of children.

We welcome the adoption of the Ministerial Coumigtision on enhancing OSCE
efforts to reduce the risk of conflict stemmingrfréhe use of information and
communication technologies. The OSCE has playeadrepring role in adopting and
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implementing confidence-building measures to addegbersecurity. Progress was made this
year on the implementation front and this decigiovides again a welcome push to

continue to address the cyber challenges we d@lifaa cross-dimensional manner, while
preserving the mandate of the Informal Working Grestablished pursuant to Permanent
Council Decision No. 1039.

We reaffirm the importance we attach to our corapen on economic and
environmental issues as an important element 0cD®BEE’s comprehensive approach to
security. We welcome that we could adopt the dexisn the promotion of economic
participation in the OSCE area. We consider gooeggwnce, social inclusion, the fight
against corruption and tackling unemployment, yautemployment in particular, as
essential to ensure prosperous, stable and semtistiss. Furthermore, greening our
economies and fostering our environmental co-operatre of fundamental importance. In
the context of global efforts to combat climaterd, in particular after the adoption of the
Paris Agreement, we deeply regret that we werahlgt to find consensus on a text dealing
with this critical and urgent issue.

The signals sent from the parallel civil societyference, this year again, reminded
us about the urgent need to address the ongoinggisiag restrictions on civil society and
the crackdown in human rights and fundamental fseexdin many parts of the OSCE region.
We appreciate the contribution of civil societythe implementation of our OSCE
commitments, and we support their broad partioguaitn OSCE events. Our commitments
are more relevant than ever and we call on ali@pating States to live up to them and
reverse existing violations. Despite considerabhlgagement from many delegations, which
led to notable substantive progress, we deeplyetelat for the third year in a row we were
not able to adopt any texts in the third dimensemgn though they enjoyed the support of
the vast majority of participating States. Freedwrthe media and freedom of assembly are
at the core of the comprehensive concept of sgcarid we regret that the positions of a few
participating States prevented us from adoptintster these key policy topics. We hope and
expect that efforts in these priority areas wilhttoue in the coming years. In the same vein,
we will remain committed to combating all formsiofolerance and discrimination in a
holistic manner. We must continue to work on sttikeaging respect for fundamental
freedoms, raise human rights violations, advaneartiplementation of our commitments
and support OSCE activities in this regard.

The European Union stresses its strong suppothéo©SCE autonomous
institutions, the OSCE field missions and the Secia&. We reiterate our deep appreciation
for the work of the ODIHR, the Representative oedéiom of the Media and the High
Commissioner on National Minorities and our unwawgisupport for their strong and
flexible mandates. Their ability to carry out thesandates must be preserved.

The Austrian Chairmanship had rightly emphasibedimportance of incorporating
the youth perspective in our work and promotingHer participation of young people. We
look forward to further discussions on this issue.

We also look forward to our continued fruitful operation with the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly.

The OSCE'’s southern region — the Mediterraneaamams a priority in 2018. We
appreciate the Italian Chair’s efforts throughdw& year on common interests and risks that
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impact security in the Mediterranean region andQ€E area as a whole. The OSCE
Mediterranean Conference in Palermo this year ooefil the relevance of migration in the
security context — not just as a challenge, but atsan opportunity.

We greatly appreciate Italy’s readiness to asstim&hairmanship of the OSCE at
this critical point in time. Minister Alfano, we & forward to working with you and your
able team during your Chairmanship and we wishegx@ry success. You can count on our
full support. In this vein, we would like to semgly adoption of the budget for 2018 and the
adoption of a decision on scales of contributions.

| request that this statement be attached tootmaal of today’s meeting.

The candidate countries the former Yugoslav ReéputiiMacedonid Montenegrd
and Albanid, the country of the Stabilisation and Associafsncess and potential candidate
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Free Trade Associabontries Iceland and Norway, members
of the European Economic Area, as well as UkrdimeRepublic of Moldova and
San Marino align themselves with this statement.

1 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moetgmo and Albania continue to be part of the
Stabilisation and Association Process.
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF UKRAINE
(Annex 9 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December 2017

Mr. Chairperson-in-Office,
Excellencies,

The delegation of Ukraine is grateful to the Aisstrhosts for the warm hospitality in
Austria’s and the OSCE capital. We highly apprectae work of all members of the
Austrian Chairmanship team and their dedicationnduthe year.

The conflict in and around Ukraine, caused by Rissrmed aggression against
Ukraine, illegal occupation of the Autonomous Rdmubf Crimea and Sevastopol, military
intervention in Donbas stayed at the top of the B&@enda throughout the year and in the
centre of the discussions at this Ministerial Coumeeting. This aggression and related
flagrant breach of Helsinki Final Act principlesdaRaris Charter norms remain the biggest
threat to Ukraine’s and European security and eéatites-based order. This year once again,
we have not been able to agree on a document thdtwhart the way to the resolution of
the conflict with full respect for OSCE norms anthpiples. The reason is that Russia would
not recommit itself to such basic rules as resfugctovereignty and territorial integrity,
inviolability of frontiers of participating Stateand non-use or threat of use of force. The
Russian Federation is not willing to implementufi fts Minsk commitments, instead
perpetrating further hostilities, violence and desion. This Russian position provides
clarity on the origin of the security threats torbike and other European nations.

It is in this disturbing context that we underlthe importance of exploring ways to
increase the OSCE'’s effectiveness in dealing wases of clear, gross and continuing
violations of OSCE principles and commitments, as &greed at the OSCE Istanbul
Summit. We request the incoming Italian Chairmamsbilaunch respective consultations.

Addressing the serious violations of human rigintd fundamental freedoms in the
illegally occupied Crimean peninsula, includingdseking unimpeded access there of the
OSCE and other international organizations, mustire in the focus of our efforts.

Ukraine supported the Chairmanship’s efforts andtaft decisions of the Ministerial
Council and promoted a number of specific aspedts avdirect link to security. We reiterate
the importance of incremental progress and addeet wa the adoption of OSCE documents.
We welcome the consensus reached in a numberas.are

We deeply regret that in the human dimension, wbanstitutes one of the main
pillars of our common security, decisions were ageit adopted, in particular those on free
and pluralistic media, on freedom of assembly amda@nbating intolerance based on
religious grounds. This situation is not acceptabline environment of significant
challenges to human rights and fundamental freedordgarticularly grave human rights
violations in the situations of occupation.

We should continue to focus our efforts and strattgntion on seeking compliance
with the relevant OSCE commitments.
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We wish our Italian friends every success in stgethe OSCE work next year.
Please be assured of Ukraine’s readiness to closebperate with the incoming
Chairmanship across the OSCE mandate.

The delegation of Ukraine kindly requests thas 8tatement be attached to the
journal of this Council meeting.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF CANADA
(Annex 10 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December01

Mr. Chairperson,

I will begin by reiterating Minister Freeland’sagtment yesterday that we oppose
recent attempts to redefine European borders logfas one of the fundamental principles
of the OSCE is respect for sovereignty and teratontegrity. We regret that, once again,
due to the failure of Russia to uphold this pritejgonsensus was blocked on a ministerial
communique, as well as on declarations on thesansand around Ukraine and on Georgia.
Both issues must remain at the very top of our Grgdion’s agenda.

Mr. Chairperson,

The Ministerial Council just adopted seven sultstardecisions and statements.
Canada is disappointed that consensus was notagachimportant cross-cutting and human
dimension topics, notably on freedom of assembiyfreedom of the media and expression,
and on the protection of religious freedom.

We are particularly disappointed by the failurathieve consensus on the two draft
decisions on combating violence against women anith® role of women in the security
sector, which focus on gender equality issues. @amall continue to press for meaningful
and concrete progress within the OSCE on theseatrissues.

For us, the protection of human rights and thenation of respect for diversity and
inclusion are and must remain at the core of th€E)S comprehensive approach to security.
As Minister Freeland said yesterday, the attemptsdme OSCE participating States to roll
back provisions of democracy and the rule of lafterounder the guise of a response to the
threat of terrorism, undermine democracy and ad\eeffect everyone, and in particular
vulnerable groups, be they migrants, women ang,diGBTI persons or persons of various
faiths and beliefs and, of course, the human rightsnders who nobly attempt to assist such
groups.

While we welcome the decision adopted on smalkaand light weapons, we also
regret that we could not achieve consensus on pthigico-military issues. It is important to
continue working to improve transparency, risk i&dn and modernization, and full
implementation of existing conventional arms contigreements. We look forward to
continuing the Structured Dialogue in 2018 andddrassing all aspects of our shared
comprehensive security in that context.

Mr. Chairperson,

Despite these disappointing outcomes, we are noauithat the well-established
OSCE commitments and principles we have all agugeth must continue to guide our
collective action, and we salute the contributicawde by our OSCE autonomous institutions,
the Secretariat and field missions. Their workssemtial and deserves both our accolades
and our unstinting support.
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We also take this opportunity to once again expoes strong support for the OSCE'’s
essential contribution to ensuring a sustainabléigad solution to the conflict being fought
in eastern Ukraine, in line with OSCE principlesl@ommitments and including facilitation
of the full implementation of the Minsk agreemem#e salute the contribution to peace and
security of the OSCE Special Monitoring Missiorlikraine, and reiterate our full support in
ensuring that it is able to safely and securelyl@ment its mandate on the full territory of
Ukraine. We reaffirm our unwavering support for bikie’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity within its recognized borders, as wellls fact that Canada does not and will not
recognize the illegal annexation of the AutonomBepublic of Crimea and Sevastopol,
which remain integral parts of Ukraine.

Mr. Chairperson,

In closing, my delegation thanks you and the erAustrian team of the 2017 OSCE
Chairmanship for the efforts you have made to gthéeOSCE throughout the year and for
your ongoing hospitality here in Vienna. Canada/weuch looks forward to working closely
with Italy as it takes over the OSCE Chairmansinigp to meeting in Milan next year.

| would ask that this statement be reflected enjturnal of this Ministerial Council
meeting.

Thank you.
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF SWEDEN
(ALSO ON BEHALF OF CANADA, THE CZECH REPUBLIC,
ESTONIA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, POLAND, ROMANIA, THEUN ITED

KINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)
(Annex 11 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December201

This statement is delivered on behalf of Candua(zech Republic, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Sweden, the United 8amg and the United States of America.

We reaffirm our full support for Georgia’s soveyely and territorial integrity within
its internationally recognized borders.

We express our full support to the strong deteatiom of Georgia, in its aspirations
of European and Euro-Atlantic integration and comdine commitment shown by the
Georgian authorities in this regard.

We welcome the progress made by Georgia in fudbesolidating its democracy,
improving transparency of its institutions, uphalglihuman rights and fostering economic
development, thereby setting a very positive exampl

We congratulate the government and people of Georgwell-administered local
elections of 2017 conducted in respect with fundataldreedoms and international
commitments. We note the preliminary findings aodatusions of the OSCE/ODIHR
Election Observation Mission and expect the goveminto implement its recommendations
to further improve the election environment in dointry.

We remain concerned over the continued occupatidime territories of Georgia and
underline the need for the peaceful resolutiomefdonflict, based on full respect of the
UN Charter, the Helsinki Final Act, and the fundauta¢ norms and principles of
international law.

We call upon the Russian Federation to fully impéat the EU-mediated
12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreementer alia to withdraw its military forces from the
occupied territories of Georgia.

We urge the Russian Federation to reverse itgreton of Georgia’s regions as
independent States.

We support the Geneva International Discussioraasportant format to address
the consequences of the August 2008 war, and une¢nle need for progress on the core
issues of the discussions, including the non-ugeroé, establishing international security
arrangements in the Georgian regions Abkhazia anthSOssetia aimed at providing
security and stability on the ground, and ensuttiregsafe and dignified return of IDPs and
refugees.

We welcome the efficient work and contributiongled EU Monitoring Mission in
preventing the escalation of tensions on the granuticall upon the Russian Federation to
grant the EUMM an access to the Georgian regiorihAna and South Ossetia. We support
the Incident Prevention and Response MechanisnBM#y in Gali and Ergneti and
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encourage the participants to find proper solutionshe safety and humanitarian needs of
the conflict-affected population.

We express our deep concern over the increasassidh military exercises and
further build-up to the Georgian regions Abkhazd &outh Ossetia by the Russian
Federation. We condemn the gross violations oftsigblated to freedom of movement,
residence, property, as well as right to educatiane’s native language and underline that
the so-called borderization through placement tficial obstacles and fortifying the
occupation line with barbed and razor wire fencether aggravates the humanitarian
situation on the ground.

Of particular concern is the intensified ethnisadimination in the Georgian regions
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. We express our cofficeracent mass demolition of houses of
Georgian IDPs in Eredvi village, South Ossetia, @& under the Russian investment
programme that is an illustration of purposefulippto completely erase the traces of ethnic
Georgian population from the occupied territories.

We support the fundamental right of IDPs and re&sgyto return to the places of their
origin in safety and dignity.

We call upon the Russian Federation to enablesadrginternational human rights
monitoring mechanisms to the occupied territorie§eorgia.

We welcome Georgia’s constructive policy aimedexescalation of tensions with
Russia including unilateral steps such as the gledgon-use of force in restoring its
territorial integrity, its constructive participati in the Geneva International Discussions, as
well as its efforts to engage with the populatiesiding in the occupied regions and support
concrete projects in healthcare, education and@mviental fields that are being
implemented to this end.

We encourage the OSCE’s engagement in the protéssling a peaceful resolution
to the conflict in Georgia and support the impletagan of confidence-building measures
with an aim to rebuilding trust and improving tingrig conditions of the conflict-affected
communities.

We also encourage OSCE participating States teagn reopening an OSCE
cross-dimensional mission in Georgia, in partictibarthe benefit of the civilian population,
including a monitoring capacity able to operateindéred across the occupation line. The
mission will considerably strengthen the OSCE’sag@gnent in the Geneva International
Discussions and Incident Prevention and Responshdihésms, as well as in implementation
of CBMs.

The Friends look forward to working with the OS@&kd Georgian authorities to
develop supportive humanitarian, educational, nedenvironmental and other outreach
opportunities to increase contacts. The Friendisosittinue to raise awareness of the conflict
in Georgia and need for its peaceful resolution.
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STATEMENT BY

THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(Annex 12 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December01

Mr. Chairperson,

In his opening statement yesterday, Secretargr§oih called the OSCE an
indispensable pillar of our common European seganthitecture — an architecture that
bolsters peace and stability throughout the regharthis Twenty-Fourth OSCE Ministerial
Council comes to a close, let us reflect for a mainoa the vision rooted in the Helsinki
Final Act and on what that should mean for all there today.

The signatories of the Helsinki Final Act beliewbdt a rules-based international
order could help us meet common challenges. TheED&43 born with the hope that
through commitments to basic principles of inteioral behaviour — including respect for
the territorial integrity of States, the inviolabylof frontiers, and respect for the sovereignty
of other States and the human rights of our peeple could avoid the kinds of conflicts that
rocked the European continent throughout the twéntientury and, collectively, build a
Europe whole, free, and at peace.

Events of the last decade have tarnished thisnogti. Most recently, in 2014,
Russia-led forces violated Ukraine’s borders. Tingédl States is committed to Ukraine’s
sovereignty, independence, and territorial intggaitthin its internationally-recognized
borders. We call for the full implementation of tkiinsk agreements, and will never accept
Russia’s occupation and attempted annexation oh€xi And Crimea-related sanctions will
remain in place until Russia returns full contrbtlte peninsula to Ukraine. We join several
other participating States today in voicing ourretgegarding the failure to produce a
declaration on this number one threat to the sgcaofiEurope, and we welcome ltaly’s
commitment to prioritizing this issue during itsagning Chairmanship.

The United States remains committed to the SMM @$CE Special Monitoring
Mission to Ukraine) as a vital component for acimgyeace in Ukraine. As participating
States, we share ensuring that each and everyaonomigardless of their nationality, enjoys
the full support of all of us. On behalf of the téd States of America, | would like to thank
my colleagues and those ministers who were kindiglhéo mention the horrific loss of
Mr. Joseph Stone in their opening statements. vesdaid before, it's our collective
responsibility to make sure that there is no moss lof monitors. It should never happen
again. And particularly those participating Statest have the direct ability to influence that,
| call upon them to take extra precautions to emsluat we never lose another monitor. In
this light, let me be even more clear. We call ars$ta and its proxies to end their
harassment and intimidation and attacks on theibhisand to permit the Mission to access
all of Ukraine, including the internationally-reauged border with Russia.

Secretary Tillerson noted yesterday that the dnBtates welcomes the frank
exchanges that have already occurred in the Stectialogue on the challenges that
nations view as primary threats to peace and saf¢ty time when existing arms control
agreements are being violated, we cannot seri@aistyiss new arrangements. The United
States does stand ready to participate activelyt@msified discussions next year under the
Italian Chairmanship on the full range of threatcpgtions that have been raised. As
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Secretary Tillerson noted yesterday, we need t® é&kion to rebuild military transparency
by updating and modernizing the Vienna Documergneas we press for full implementation
of existing agreements.

On Moldova, the United States welcomes the statéagreed at this Ministerial
Council highlighting the important accomplishmeaotshe recent “5+2” meeting in Vienna,
including the reopening of a key bridge to factktéhe free movement of goods and people,
as well as several other important steps thatimrove the lives of people on the ground.
However, that text does not address all the isslegant to the OSCE’s work to promote a
political settlement of the conflict in Moldova. Wieed to continue to focus on achieving
implementation of Summit commitments relating tas&an military withdrawal from
Moldova and on Moldova’s call to transform the eumtrpeacekeeping force into a genuinely
multinational presence.

We were pleased to join the Friends of Georgiasning a statement at this
Ministerial that makes clear our support for Geagterritorial integrity within its
internationally-recognized borders, and we welconesfrank discussion on a Georgia
regional statement, though disagreements on careiples made agreement on a text
impossible.

We support the efforts of the Minsk Group to faathsting and peaceful solution to
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. We welcome the 6dDalger meeting of the foreign
ministers of Armenia and Azerbaijan and the issuihg statement yesterday by the Heads of
Delegation of the Minsk Group Co-Chair countriese Were pleased by commitments made
by the Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan atrt@etober summit to intensify
negotiations and to reduce tensions along thedlirm®ntact.

We welcome the cyber decision, which sets thermé&b working group on cyber up
for continued success. However, we regret thatexmiss on an important new
counterterrorism declaration — which would havalglshed a new policy framework for the
OSCE’s work in rehabilitation and reintegrationfafeign terrorist fighters and their
accompanying family members — was not achieved.

Mr. Chairperson,

We are living in a time when civil society and epétndent media are under
considerable pressure in a number of participafitages. As you noted in your statement,
intolerance in many forms is on the rise in ouligaglt is in this context that it is regrettable
that agreement was not reached on texts in the afgaedia freedom, discrimination on
religious grounds, and freedom of peaceful assenillish to express our profound
appreciation to the Chairmanship for its efforthédp advance our work and to train the
spotlight on these important issues. The UniteteSt@ins the overwhelming number of
participating States in categorically opposingeteenth hour attempt by one participating
State to insert language aimed at compromisingrizwedate and independence of the
Representative on Freedom of the Media. As Segr&ilerson said yesterday, the United
States “will reject efforts to weaken any of (th8CE’s) institutions.”

Looking forward, we should now turn our attenttorfocusing on collective efforts
on implementing our international obligations an8CE commitments on human rights and
fundamental freedoms, looking to leverage the diqeeof the Representative on Freedom of
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the Media, the Office for Democratic InstitutionsdaHuman Rights, the High Commissioner
on National Minorities, the Chairmanship’s Repreatwves, and our field missions.

Mr. Chairperson,

| wish to commend the civil society representativo gathered in Vienna for the
parallel conference on the eve of the Ministefithank them for their participation and their
insightful report and thoughtful recommendationsoas all three dimensions of our work. |
had the privilege of meeting with a number of thgaterday, and | came away from that
meeting as convinced as ever that civil societgistigbution of ideas and insights is crucial
to the integrity and advancement of the Helsinkicpss and to the achievement of
comprehensive security. The United States will gegpany attempts to reduce or unduly
restrict civil society’s access to and participatio OSCE proceedings, and will continue to
champion the courageous efforts of civil societiyvagts across the region.

We welcome the adoption today of two strong text€ombating trafficking in
persons: one on prevention of human trafficking anel on combating all forms of child
trafficking as well as other sexual exploitationcbfldren. The latter decision addresses
imminent threats to children from traffickers o timternet, encourages participating States
to prosecute traffickers who misuse the Interndatditate access to children for
exploitation, strengthens our commitments to irdéamal law enforcement co-operation for
the prevention of child sex tourism, and calls artipipating States to take new, strategic,
and specific actions to protect children from ast®&gspornography on the Internet.

Mr. Chairperson,

Regrettably the failures of some participating&tdo implement their OSCE
commitments should not render those commitmentdemsyvalid nor the fundamental truth
underlying our Organization’s concept of compreleansecurity any less true. In our view
the OSCE is, and will continue to be, a major dbator to regional security and stability, as
necessary and relevant today as it was in 1975c@llective commitments to the
Organization are just as real. Despite individuaddet constraints and other challenges, the
57 participating States must continue to proviae@SCE with the resources it needs to
carry out its mandate, especially in the indepenohstitutions and field missions. All — let
me be clear — all participating States must afisesttalian Chairmanship and agree to both a
2018 Unified Budget and a continued mechanismdgeessing participating States’ Scales of
Contributions before the end of the year.

Mr. Chairperson,

Before concluding, allow me to thank — on behélsecretary Tillerson and his entire
delegation — you and your team. Thank you for yosgpitality, patience, and hard work. |
wish to commend Italy for taking on the Chairmapsiext year, during a particularly
challenging time. Italy can count on full US suppmnd co-operation next year.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. | ask that this staenibe attached to the journal of the
day.
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STATEMENT BY

THE DELEGATION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
(Annex 13 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December01

Mr. Chairperson,
Esteemed colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, | should like to express our gratiéuto the Austrian OSCE Chairmanship,
to Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz personally aisdelmtire team, as well as to the Vienna
city authorities for their hospitality and the elest organization of this Ministerial Council
meeting.

The main achievement of this Ministerial Counsithe quality discussions held on a
wide range of pan-European issues. It is thistgbiither than the number of decisions
adopted that we see as the OSCE'’s key role agalainly forum for political dialogue.

We regret that the politicized position of somernies has once again prevented the
adoption of a number of important Ministerial Collidecisions, including a common
political declaration and a statement on the OS@Htwts to facilitate a settlement of the
internal Ukrainian crisis. Moreover, two countrlesve even blocked the attempt by the
Austrian Chairmanship to adopt a non-confrontatioileaument in support of the OSCE
Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine.

At the same time, discussions on other conflicthe OSCE'’s area of responsibility
were more productive. We welcome the statementransniestria, which reflects the
progress made towards a settlement and the retsobedtle the remaining issues. We
reaffirm our initiative regarding the need for agreement to be concluded between the
Governments of Moldova and Transdniestria on guaesifor the implementation of the
agreements reached.

We welcome the joint statement by the heads agé¢ion of the OSCE Minsk Group
three Co-Chair countries on a peaceful settlemetiteoNagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Although no document has been adopted on the Gddecussions on security in the
Trans-Caucasus, we believe that the talks at timeskérial Council have confirmed the need
for this important format of direct dialogue betwe@eorgia, South Ossetia and Abkhazia,
with a focus on reaching an agreement between trethe non-use of force.

Unfortunately, the politico-military dimension hilen victim to confrontational
policies. Only one document has been adopted ol amas and light weapons and
stockpiles of conventional ammunition. Neverthelegs regard the discussions on ways of
revitalizing an equal and mutually respectful pamdpean dialogue on de-escalation of
tension as a major outcome of the Ministerial Cduneeting. For our part, we should like
to point out the illogical and counter-productivegure of any attempt to push through
decisions on the “modernization” of the OSCE’s #mgspolitico-military tools. There can be
no talk of this until NATO changes its policy ofdistainment” towards Russia. At the same
time, we stand ready to participate in the Strierdudialogue and hope that it will be as
depoliticized as possible.
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It is important that a serious discussion on jginbuntering transnational threats has
taken place at the Ministerial Council meeting.ppiag up counter-terrorism co-operation is
especially relevant in the light of an unprecedéntave of terrorist acts in Europe. We
regret that no Ministerial Council documents hagerbagreed upon on countering terrorist
ideology and propaganda, or on extremism and rhzlicn. We believe that the Ministerial
Council decision in support of the OSCE’s systewnick in the field of information and
communication technologies will help to form a r@sgible attitude among the participating
States towards co-operation and renunciation afilbstantiated accusations of involvement
in cyberattacks.

Our work on the economic aspects of the OSCEIsiies has enabled us to agree on
a decision on the broader participation of womethyaoung people in economic affairs and
on encouraging private enterprise. In that conoacit is regrettable that some countries are
unwilling to reflect the issue of the alignmentiatiegration processes in Ministerial Council
decisions. We expect this issue to remain on the$Sagenda. We should like to draw
attention to the joint statement adopted by thea&ian Economic Union (EAEU) countries
on connectivity and alignment of integration pre=ss which was circulated in the OSCE.
We regret that a decision on reducing the envirartaleisks of economic activity has not
been adopted.

Although no decisions on the “integration of intgons” have been adopted, we note
the development of dialogue between organizatiodsagsociations on the OSCE platform
involving the heads and representatives of theeCtille Security Treaty Organization,
NATO, the EAEU and the European Union, includingtloa sidelines of this Ministerial
Council meeting.

Discussions at the meeting have shown that theahudtimension is still being
seriously affected by substantial distortions aalitipization. Russia proposed that the
Ministerial Council consider a draft decision ortiopzing the OSCE human dimension
events. We regret that this proposal did not aehemnsensus. Still, we hope that discussion
on this issue will continue.

We are pleased that decisions were adopted onatorglirafficking in human beings
and protecting children from trafficking and sexaaploitation. At the same time, serious
problems such as attacks on freedom of the mediarime OSCE States and attempts to
rewrite history have not been reflected in the Bl@iial Council documents. We draw
attention to the statement by the countries of@bmmonwealth of Independent States on
preventing and precluding the destruction and dasea of monuments and other items
commemorating the courage and heroism of thosefalhfighting Nazism and fascism
during the Second World War. We expect the OSCédtiress this issue.

The unconstructive position taken by some Statissalgain prevented us from
carrying out the instructions of the OSCE Minisaé€ouncil in Basel in 2014 regarding the
adoption of declarations to protect Christians Ehuglims. We call on the future Italian
Chairmanship to work towards settling this issuet iyear. An event on the safety of
Christians, which Russia and Hungary organizechemtargins of this meeting,
demonstrated the importance of this issue and &mtoa the numerous threats facing
Christian communities in the Middle East and Europe
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In conclusion, | should like to thank our Austrieolleagues for their sincere efforts
to formulate a balanced OSCE agenda for 2017, wiakyés into account the interests of all
participating States, and also for their most amesitve approach towards reaching
consensus on Ministerial Council decisions.

We trust that Italy will be able to take up thatdn in a fitting manner next year and
wish it every success in its future endeavours.

Thank you for your attention. | request that Stetement be appended to the journal
of the day.



V. REPORTS TO THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
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REPORT BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO THE

TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
(MC.GAL/5/17 of 8 December 2017)

Mr. Chairperson,
Minister Kurz,

Thank you for your warm welcome, and thank youylour dedicated leadership of
the OSCE this year. | would also like to thank ytams in Vienna headed by
Ambassadors Raunig and Koja.

Ministers,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to begin my first address to the Minisaé&Council by thanking all of you
for the confidence you have placed in me. | wilkex@very effort to meet your high
expectations. In return, | am counting on your catmmant, on your support and on your
active engagement in guiding the Organization.

Security begins with trust — and trust begins wiiddogue. This is the impulse that
drove the Helsinki process. It is high time thatrereive it today.

| believe we all would like the OSCE to be a spabere real progress can be made
in reconciling differences and enhancing co-operati am convinced that the OSCE has the
flexibility, the tools and the expertise to be &ieetive force for stability and peace in
today’s increasingly complex and volatile secueitywironment. And | am eager to work with
all of you to ensure that our organization is vpepared to tackle both challenges and
opportunities.

We must recommit to the principles and commitmeniisorganization stands for. At
the same time, we must be pragmatic and find comgnaund where interests coincide, and
build a unifying agenda for the OSCE. Small buadiesteps will produce incremental
progress. But this requires you, the participa@tgtes, to recommit wholeheartedly to
genuine dialogue and co-operation.

We already work together effectively to combahsmational threats like terrorism,
violent extremism, and trafficking in drugs, arnrmglgoeople. Our joint efforts to create
confidence-building measures to prevent crisesmsii@gfrom cyber and ICT threats show
how well an incremental approach can work.

The Structured Dialogue, our flagship dialoguéative, is a critical example, in
today’s increasingly unpredictable security envwnemt, of constructive engagement in the
politico-military dimension. Eventually | expectishinformal process to produce results,
including military risk reduction and confidencexdasecurity-building measures. And further
down the road, it should lead to renewed focusamventional arms control.

Economic connectivity and environmental co-operatre increasingly
acknowledged as areas where the OSCE builds mdstd@ds value, in line with the
Sustainable Development Agenda of the UN. They lada@ great unifying potential.
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| hope progress in these dimensions will alsogparticipating States together to
reaffirm and strengthen our shared principles amdmitments to human rights, fundamental
freedoms and the rule of law.

Dear Ministers,

No other regional organization has such a soghisd toolbox for preventing and
resolving conflicts as the OSCE. We have fantasituments in our institutions, field
operations and the Secretariat. And we are keearttribute to resolving the protracted
conflicts in the OSCE area. The Organization id egliipped to respond to crises — as we
demonstrated in our rapid reaction to the crisignd around Ukraine.

Working toward a sustainable resolution of thisisrremains the Organization’s top
priority. The OSCE will continue to de-escalatesiens through our missions on the ground,
and facilitate political efforts to achieve a pdatsettiement.

| am deeply concerned by the intensified militacyivity and the worsening
humanitarian situation in eastern Ukraine. We aédito push harder to break the political
stalemate, and for full implementation of the Mifslreements by all sides.

Recent discussions about a possible UN peacetapena eastern Ukraine have
spotlighted the OSCE’s added value as a regionahgement under Chapter VIl of the UN
Charter, and as a longstanding partner in confi@hagement, conflict resolution and
post-conflict rehabilitation. We are ready to ceemgie with the UN on any concrete
proposals that emerge from the Security Councd,the OSCE should be closely involved
in planning from the outset.

Recalling the tragic death in the line of dutyook of our colleagues in the Special
Monitoring Mission, | call on the sides to fulfti¢ir obligation to guarantee the safety of
OSCE monitors, and to grant them full and unhinderecess throughout the conflict zone.

Dear Ministers,

The OSCE needs to be ready to respond to criseklygiand effectively, but we also
should be prepared to seize opportunities.

A new, co-operative spirit in Central Asia; tramshations in South East Europe;
positive developments in Moldova, which | hope \aiticelerate progress toward a peaceful
settlement; and broad recognition of the need deoperation on shared security concerns on
both shores of the Mediterranean — in all of trése&lopments, | see great potential — and
growing expectations — for the OSCE to do more hwibdest additional resources, we
could respond in a meaningful way to all of theppartunities, enhancing security for us all.

| have already mentioned the critical role of dgale. My own efforts will focus on
bringing together key stakeholders to find a waykrd on specific concerns, and
introducing fresh perspectives on critical issues.

I will also pursue pragmatic, result-oriented parships, and ensure that our efforts
to address common security challenges are complanyeand mutually reinforcing. 1 will
work closely with the Troika to develop medium-testrategies for our Mediterranean and
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our Asian Partnerships. | aim to revitalize thetfidlan for Co-operative Security, our
well-established but under-utilized mechanism fogaging with regional organizations both
east and west of Vienna. And | will also continaestrengthen and further operationalize our
relationship with the United Nations, for the benef our organization and our region.

Dear Ministers,

The OSCE is the world’s largest regional secuwityanization, working in all three
security dimensions and covering an area with owerbillion people. We run 16 field
operations, including a large-scale mission in @l zone. We do all this, and so much
more, on assessed budgets totalling less than #k@meuros.

The Organization is lean, but it also needs tétder purpose. | will strive to make
the executive structures more responsive to thésnekeparticipating States, to maximize our
collective impact, and to ensure that the fundspaiat our disposal are put to the best
possible use. | intend to strengthen the Secr&€gsgtaategic planning capacities; enhance
cross-dimensionality, coherence of action and malesynergies across the Organization; and
mobilize synergies among our gender instruments.

I will also focus on revamping personnel policiesjuding the secondment system;
and budget reform, which will increase transpareeogble us to do multi-year strategic
planning, and introduce a more methodological aggitdo reprioritization and efficiency.

Ultimately the OSCE can only be as effective asparticipating States enable it to
be. It is up to you to provide the Organizationhatite resources we need to close the gap
between what you expect us to do, and what welarerttly able to do.

I am well aware that many participating State® fiacancial constraints. But if you
believe in the OSCE, as | do, then | urge youtengithen the Organization by supporting
moderate growth in all three dimensions.

For my part, | pledge to be transparent and cosscous.

Organizational issues can and should be usedit® tather than divide. So | call on
all of you to take greater ownership of the Orgatan. Adopting a sensible budget for 2018
by year-end would send a strong signal that yoe tak OSCE seriously and are committed
to its work. On a practical level, it would provittee Organization with planning security and
ensure that we can deliver the results you expect.

In closing, | would like to express my sinceretguae to the entire OSCE staff. |
have been extremely impressed by their commitmeahiog their hard work. They deserve
our thanks for enabling the Organization to do smimwith its limited resources to promote
security, stability and co-operation across ourare@nd beyond.

Next year the OSCE will continue to grapple wighisus challenges, and | hope it
will also seize new opportunities. | look forwamworking with the incoming Italian
Chairmanship, and | offer you my assurances oftganization’s steadfast commitment to
support the implementation of your decisions.

Thank you.
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE
FORUM FOR SECURITY CO-OPERATION TO THE
FEDERAL MINISTER FOR EUROPE, INTEGRATION AND FOREIG N
AFFAIRS OF AUSTRIA, CHAIRPERSON OF THE TWENTY-FOURT H

MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
(Annex 14 to MC(24) Journal No. 2 of 8 December201

As the Chairperson of the Forum for Security Ceration (FSC), it is a pleasure for
me to inform you about the activities of the Forum2017.

In preparing this letter, | have consulted with firevious 2017 FSC Chairmanships
of Romania and the Russian Federation. During 2iE/Chairmanships worked in close
co-operation with each other to ensure continuity efficiency in the implementation of the
Forum’s annual work programme.

Even though the situation in and around Ukraimeaieed the dominant topic of the
discussions in the FSC, several initiatives puwveod by participating States led to the
adoption of six decisions, which were designeduapsrt the implementation of existing
commitments.

Also, the patrticipating States decided to apptbeeuse of the OSCE
Communications Network to address security of anthé use of information and
communication technologies in line with Permaneou@il Decisions No. 1039, No. 1106
and No. 1202, upon the identification of contacttoes/points for cyber/ICT security-related
communications within capitals and provided thégvant operational requirements are
elaborated and unhindered provision of serviceegdDSCE participating States in the
politico-military dimension is ensured.

The strategic discussions during the Securitydyaés emphasized the FSC’s
importance as a platform for addressing and disegs®curity issues of common interest.
Specifically, an active dialogue took place on exatrelated to topical European security
issues, includingnter alia, confidence- and security-building measures (CSBiMg Code
of Conduct on Politico-Military Aspects of Securigmall arms and light weapons and
stockpiles of conventional ammunition, UN Secu@iyuncil resolutions 1540 (2004) and
1325 (2000) and subregional military and defencemeration. All three FSC 2017
Chairmanships actively stimulated discussions lggoizing a total of nineteen Security
Dialogues.

By continuing promoting regional stability and qomehensive and co-operative
security Romania and Serbia dedicated SecurityoDuads to the subregional issues in South
East Europe and the Black Sea; politico-militarinéties undertaken by OSCE missions;
SALW projects in the Republic of Moldova and impkemation of the Agreement on
Sub-Regional Arms Control Article IV, Annex 1-B, {ian Peace Accords. Furthermore,
under the Chairmanship of the Russian Federationneer of Security Dialogues were held
with the participation of Collective Security Trgddrganization, Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and Wassenaar Arrangement emphaghznignportance of the OSCE'’s
comprehensive and co-operative concept of security.
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Under the Chairmanship of Romania, the 27th Anfmalementation Assessment
Meeting took place in Vienna, between 28 Februad/aMarch 2017 during which the
participating States discussed the present andefutyplementation of agreed
confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMSs).

Under the Chairmanship of the Russian Federatt@nsixth Annual Discussion on
the Implementation of the Code of Conduct on RudHMilitary Aspects of Security was held
on 14 June 2017, in Vienna. Furthermore, underdgpective Chairmanships of Romania
and Serbia the role of the military chaplains i@ #imed forces and the freedom of belief (in
peacetime or at war), as well as were the roleadfgments in the democratic control of
armed forces was discussed. In May 2017, a seram#re Code of Conduct for
participating States of South East Europe and atiterested participating States and
Partners for Co-operation was held in Budva, Moageo. Additionally, for the first time a
Conference on the OSCE Code of Conduct on PolNdiwary Aspects of Security was held
in October 2017 in Washington D.C., United State&raerica. This event provided a unique
opportunity to discuss the provisions of the Col€anduct in the North American context
and to facilitate better implementation, to promateareness and to support outreach of the
Code of Conduct. With the Code of Conduct providimg key normative framework for
security sector governance, the FSC Support Seletiseralso supported the OSCE towards
developing a coherent and co-ordinated approasbkdority sector governance and reform
(SSG/R) and in bringing the concept of SSG/R clts@s participating States.

With the participation of International Atomic Bgg Agency, EU, non-proliferation
issues were promoted at the Security Dialogueshizgd by Romania and the Russian
Federation with the emphasis on implementation 8GR 1540 (2004), in particular, to
identify new and emerging risks and threats torm@gonal WMD proliferation regime and
through national export control experiences and pextices of the OSCE participating
States. The 1540 Committee and its Group of Expedsgnized the efforts already made by
the OSCE participating States to promote the implaation of resolution 1540 (2004), as
well as the role of the OSCE Secretariat in prongpthe appointment of 1540 national
Points of Contact and encouraging the developmieathetwork among them.

By supporting gender equality and integrating genmkrspectives in politico-military
dimension, Romania and Serbia organized two SgdDr@tlogues seeking the role of
military in implementing the UNSCR 1325 and enhagavomen’s role in both
conflict-related and peacetime operations. The OSGEUNODA initiative was launched
during the Romanian Chairmanship on “Disarmamedtion-Proliferation Education
Partnership” enhancing knowledge and training ofen in the field of arms control,
disarmament and non-proliferation. For this purppSzholarship for Peace and Security
was developed by support of a number of partianga8tates.

The issue of confidence- and security-building suees (CSBMs) was accorded
particular importance during the tenure of the¢hif&C Chairmanships, which was
highlighted through a number of activities in 20Rbmania held a special meeting on
Vienna Document 2011 raising topical issues on arom$rol, modernization of the Vienna
Document and its need for update.

In 2017 a significant work was accomplished indhea of small arms and light
weapons (SALW) and stockpiles of conventional amitmm (SCA). A meeting on
deactivation of SALW was held on 30 March 2017.a8A®sult a process of developing
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minimal standards for deactivation of SALW was takerward and enhanced. Furthermore,
by contributing to transparency, predictability atdbility in the OSCE area, an online
reporting tool was introduced under the Chairmamsiithe Russian Federation allowing
participating States to simultaneously submit maticSALW reports to both the OSCE and
the UN. This contributes to lessen the reportinglen on participating States and to
encourage a co-ordinated approach to reportingh®basis of the OSCE Document on
SALW, Serbia organized a special meeting to rettfevimplementation of OSCE assistance
projects in the field of SALW and stockpiles of gentional ammunition on 3 and

4 October 2017. As the result of the meeting thréoua aspects of project management
issues were discussed as well as shortcomingsoand for improvements were identified.

The FSC contributed within its mandate to the Aalr&ecurity Review Conference,
held from 27 to 29 June 2017 through sessionssfogwon politico-military elements,
including conventional arms control and confidermad security-building measures. During
the Conference, discussions were held with focuslements related to the wide range of
politico-military security in the OSCE. Moreoverspecial session was devoted to the
Structured Dialogue, a process that addressesolak and risks in the wider
politico-military sphere and explores possibilit@fgeversing the negative trends in the
European security architecture.

The Romanian FSC Chairmanship issued a percep#iper (FSC.DEL/124/17)
containing Chair’s conclusions and recommendatates the thematic debates that were
held in accordance with their programme of workthieir view, the perception paper would
add an extra layer of memory about progress the $tf8Ceeded to achieve in addressing
topics of broad interest and would assist futuraiShn defining the starting line of their
related endeavours.

All three FSC Chairmanships in 2017 continued tokyointly with the Permanent
Council (PC) on issues of relevance of both bodgepart of the OSCE’s concept of
comprehensive and indivisible security. To this,emith the participation of high officials
from the NATO, EU, US four joint FSC-PC meetingy@deen held by November 2017 on
military aspects of cybersecurity, on support @ tlational authorities in migration crisis by
the security forces, and on developments with geg@athe Structured Dialogue, in order to
address cross-dimensional issues relevant to thie evdoth the FSC and the PC.

Finally, media coverage indicated a significaneleof public interest in the FSC’s
work, judging from the OSCE webpage views, engageme Twitter, Facebook podcast
interviews, comments and shares.
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REPORT BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE
CONTACT GROUP WITH THE ASIAN PARTNERS FOR
CO-OPERATION TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF THE

MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
(MC.GAL/4/17 of 6 December 2017)

Germany is committed to strengthening and furtexeloping the partnership of the
OSCE with its Partners for Co-operation. While hddthe Chairmanship of the Asian
Contact Group in 2017, Germany supported the ArstdSCE Chairmanship in its activities
to promote an open and interactive dialogue betwee®SCE participating States and the
Asian Partners for Co-operation, following a demdnslen approach and responding to the
interests and priorities of the Asian Partners.

Five meetings of the Asian Contact Group were ireMienna during the course of
the year, providing a valuable platform for infotina exchange, dialogue and sharing of
best practices between the OSCE participating Statd the Asian Partners for
Co-operation.

The subjects of the five meetings were jointhestdd by the German Asian Contact
Group Chairmanship together with the Asian Partimemsder to reflect the wide range of
topics of interest to the individual Asian Partneuntries and to support the priorities of the
2017 Austrian OSCE Chairmanship. Each meeting fedtspeakers from one of the Asian
Partner countries as well as presentations onttbsen topics by experts from international
organizations, academia and civil society.

At the first meeting of the Asian Contact Groupldhon 26 April, Mr. J.-K. Lee,
Director-General for International Organizationsheg Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Korea, gave a presentation about thergg situation on the Korean Peninsula
in the light of recent developments and their irvgiions for the OSCE area. He described
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)hesimminent threat in East Asia, but
also globally due to the complexity of the challesgf poses to the international security
system — such as nuclear threats and missile thieaivell as threats posed by chemical
weapons, cyberattacks, and human rights abuseebalgpproach must be taken to
resolving the DPRK security threat, with the fulpport of the international community,
including the OSCE patrticipating States and PastfarCo-operation, by means of using the
OSCE’s comprehensive security approach and leafriongthe OSCE'’s experience of
regional co-operation. Mr. V. Mantels, Head of hldSCR 1540 Support Team at the United
Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) ineM/ York, presented his report on the
security threat posed by the DPRK. He noted thexrethas been a significant development in
the missile programme and chemical weapons progerand that no information is
available about the country’s compliance with theld@yical Weapons Convention. He added
that the real concern is the possibility that saihiese weapons might end up in the hands
of non-State actors and terrorists. Ambassadoronz@lez-Roman, Permanent
Representative of Spain to the OSCE and Co-Chapesf the OSCE Group of Friends of
UN Security Council Resolution 1540, presentedpiispective of the Group of Friends. She
commended the work carried out by the OSCE to ptertiee implementation of
UNSCR 1540 since 2009 through the adoption of egledecisions by the Forum for
Security Co-operation. Regional organizations heavémportant role to play, and OSCE
participating States and executive structures shjpuh the Group and take part in its
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activities. Ambassador B. Hammer, Permanent Reptatsee of Australia to the OSCE,
emphasized that there is a pressing need to stthefudevelopment of the DPRK nuclear
programme, and noted that on 22 April, the DPRIgdlened to use nuclear weapons against
Australia. He further stressed that the DPRK isod@ security threat that sets a bad
example at a global level. Finally, Ambassador Kirtima of Japan noted that the situation
on the Korean Peninsula is becoming increasingigeeWith regard to the development of
the DPRK'’s missile programme, he warned that if@RRK managed to mount a warhead

on a long-range missile, Europe would face an inemirsecurity threat.

The main speaker at the second meeting of thenA3watact Group, held on 9 June,
Mr. N. Alikhail, Director General of Security Co-efation and Border Affairs of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan, delived a presentation on empowering youth in
countering violent extremism from the perspectiZ&fghanistan. He noted that violent
extremism is no longer confined by borders, and ldlam has never been used to provoke
terrorism. The past four decades have been difffoulAfghanistan with the surge in terrorist
activities. Afghanistan’s very youthful populatipnses a major challenge. He noted that the
reasons for the increase in youth involvement atevit extremism included poverty,
frustration, and unemployment. He thanked the O&CHs contribution to Afghanistan, and
emphasized the importance of further co-operatr@hsharing of best practices in
empowering youth in countering violent extremisns.NR. Ostrauskaite, OSCE Co-ordinator
of Activities to address Transnational Threatsymled an update on the Department’s
activities. Mr. N. Prucha of the University of Viea offered a concise historical overview of
the spread of historical Islamic writings, which/edeen used to emphasize the peaceful
nature of Islam. Finally, Mr. H. Saeedi, participana workshop organized in Almaty by the
Austrian OSCE Chairmanship on the role of youtprieventing violent extremism, shared
his experience with the participants.

The 2017 OSCE Asian Conference was held in Be@armany, on 19 and 20 June.
Co-organized by the Federal Foreign Office of Gerynand the OSCE, the Conference
focused on confidence-building in times of geopedit changes, connectivity and regional
economic co-operation, and the regional contributithe United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. The event provided a timely ojppity for OSCE participating States
and Asian Partners for Co-operation to share idadsxperiences with a view to identifying
avenues for specific co-operation. The three thensassions reflected the OSCE'’s three
dimensions while incorporating discussions on aurtepics of particular concern. The first
session focused on confidence-building in timegeafpolitical changes. Participants agreed
that the current security environment presentdd st also opportunities and that work to
recreate confidence in Europe and in Asia had t@ @@mmon priority. Furthermore, the
world was facing a changing environment with maosnmon challenges. In response to the
challenges of our time, the OSCE, which itself sdras a confidence-building measure, was
active in various areas, such as countering vi@gtremism and terrorism, the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Geslgagement with non-State actors,
involvement of civil society, especially women aualith, and strengthening regional
co-operation. The second session addressed corityeatid regional economic co-operation.
Economic co-operation could serve as a confidendieibg measure contributing to peace
and security in Europe and beyond, which is whyneativity was a priority of the German
OSCE Chairmanship 2016. Connectivity was also @epihdeveloped in South-East Asia,
Eurasia and the European Union. Connectivity cbated to economic integration and
co-operation, while at the same time feeding imoficlence-building measures. Connectivity
could mean joint development of infrastructurepiag into opportunities, enhancing
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digitalization, and the alignment of common staddail he third session, dedicated to the
regional contribution to the Sustainable Developnt&oals, highlighted the central role of
the OSCE, the world’s largest regional securityanigation, as an important platform for
dialogue. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmezognized the close relationship
and interdependence between peace and securifeaetbpment, and the OSCE could
make specific contributions to the attainment afsth Goals.

The OSCE Secretariat organized a side event &dhérence on “Engaging with
Afghanistan and its neighbours — the OSCE’s coutitin to confidence-building by
empowering women”. The project is an example of@$CE’s holistic approach to security.
Gender equality is a cross-cutting priority and ohéhe cornerstones of the OSCE'’s
comprehensive approach to security. The projegaip women in taking responsibility for
matters directly affecting them and their commusitiThrough their engagement, women
have the potential to strengthen good governandeeanronmental security, and thus
contribute to sustainable development, conflicvprgion and a more secure future for all.

The third meeting of the Contact Group was held duly in Vienna, with a focus on
the Indo-Pacific security dynamic. The first speakdr. R. McKinnon, Assistant Secretary
for Strategic Issues and Intelligence Branch aCtapartment of Foreign Affairs and Trade
of Australia, gave an overview of the Indo-PaciBgion. He stated that it is a region with
global significance, likely to drive the global @mmny well into the next decade and probably
beyond. At the same time, he noted, the regionaddcus of the most significant shifts in
strategic and economic weight since the end oCibld War. He encouraged European
nations to continue to pursue constructive engagemith China, along with other
Indo-Pacific countries; part of this should be thmforcement of global rules and norms.
Mr. T. Huxley, Executive Director at the Internatad Institute for Strategic Studies
[ISS-Asia in Singapore, gave a presentation of B88 its activities, the most prominent one
being the Shangri-La Dialogue which is the mostangnt annual gathering for defence and
security establishments of the Indo-Pacific reglda.noted that the Indo-Pacific regional
security architecture is weak and that the regmriccbenefit from an OSCE-type
organization that could bring all stakeholders iagpermanent framework for political and
strategic dialogue. Ambassador K. Koinuma of Jajestribed the situation in the
Asia-Pacific from the Japanese perspective anddhatide the region has countries with
rapidly growing economies and populations. Ambass&d Roger-Lacan, Permanent
Representative of France to the OSCE, shared frpuatthe French centre for policy and
analysis on Asia. She pointed out that the recandigon of the security situation in Asia
with the growing power of China, the current stad¢enn the relationship between China and
the United States of America over the DPRK, andutiheertainty as to the American security
guarantees in Asia call for a reconfiguration ofdae’s co-operation with the Asia-Pacific
region. Finally, Mr. W. Donko, Minister and Headtbe Unit for Eastern Asia,
Australia/Oceania and the Asia-Europe Meeting eRkderal Ministry of Europe,

Integration and Foreign Affairs of Austria, statbdt there is an increased geostrategic and
geopolitical competition in the region, causingatoity; what is needed is effective
multilateralism.

At the fourth meeting on 6 October, Mr. M. Nakaggrdeputy Assistant Minister
and Deputy Director of the European Policy Divisi&uropean Affairs Bureau, at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, stated thapdn attaches great importance to
co-operation with the OSCE. He stressed that N¢otlea poses a grave and imminent threat
to the peace and stability of the international oamity. Ms. L. Rockwood, Executive
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Director of the Vienna Centre for Disarmament armhMProliferation, gave a presentation on
the situation in the Korean Peninsula. She saidvthan it comes to dealing with the regime
in Pyongyang, military action should be avoidedlatosts; the risk of cascading into a
nuclear war would have catastrophic consequenced: Merare, Head of Asia at the Centre
for Analysis, Forecast and Strategy at the MinigbryEurope and Foreign Affairs of France,
pointed out that it is clear that the progress niadéhe DPRK changes the nature of the
threat and the magnitude indicates a new situatieradded that the intercontinental ballistic
missile capability poses not only a regional bsba global problem. Mr. D. Slinn, former
UK Ambassador to the DPRK, shared his insights #ighparticipants. He stressed that
traditional diplomacy is not applicable in the cas¢he DPRK, that the acquisition of
nuclear weapons is a long-term objective for tlggnne, and that they are not prepared to
negotiate.

The fifth Contact Group meeting, held on 24 Novemkvas dedicated to the topic of
migration and its impact on security and developineith an exchange of views and
experiences between the OSCE and the Asia-Paediom. Mr. S. Petcharamesree, Senior
Lecturer and chairperson of the Ph.D. Programniéuiman Rights and Peace Studies at the
Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies, Mdtdoversity, Thailand, presented
insights into the current migration landscape mAlsia-Pacific, partly based on personal
research. In view of the challenges linked to ialagand mixed migration movements,
genuine migration policies had to be put into placehe sense of human rights-based
migration governance featuring participation, acttability and empowerment.

Mr. M. Profazi, Senior Regional Adviser for Eurogned Central Asia at the International
Organization for Migration in Geneva, stressed #ugatinst the background of a polarized
public debate, efforts have to be made to contpargraying success stories of migration and
integration. The Permanent Representative of ttathe OSCE and Chairperson of the
OSCE Mediterranean Contact Group, Ambassador AoAizzommended the political
dialogue with the OSCE Partners, including on niigra given the growing interest in a
debate on this topic within the OSCE. He affirmieat tas the incoming OSCE Chairmanship,
Italy will pay particular attention to the opportties of migration, and that therefore it is
important to learn about the economic and envirartalelrivers of migration, also in the
Asia-Pacific. Mr. V. Zugt, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and EnvironmentetivAties,
presented various activities of his Office in thedd of migration, and invited the Asian
Partners to participate in a project set up in otdeipdate capacity-building tools for
effective labour migration policies, including actes on the Asia-Pacific.

The German Chairmanship of the Asian Contact Gexygresses its sincere gratitude
to all the Asian Partners for Co-operation anchparticipating States for their commitment
and constructive co-operation in the frameworkhef ©SCE Partnership. By wishing the best
of success to the incoming Austrian ChairmanshifhefAsian Contact Group, Germany
encourages continuing and deepening the produetigieange with the Asian Partners for
Co-operation at meetings in Vienna and at the droarderence on the themes to which both
the OSCE and the Partners have committed overasteypars and which reflect all aspects
of a comprehensive security approach.
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REPORT ON THE OSCE MINISTERIAL TROIKA MEETING WITH
THE ASIAN PARTNERS FOR CO-OPERATION

The meeting was opened by Ambassador M. Linhamuly Foreign Minister of
Austria and Representative of the 2017 OSCE Chaisitip, who thanked Germany for its
able chairing of the 2017 Asian Contact Group and that Austria would use the “German
model” as a basis for its own Contact Group Chanshg. Ambassador Linhart encouraged
the Partners to preserve that Group’s enrichintuceibf open discussion and suggested that,
besides considering the state of play and lessamaed, they also propose possible ways
forward. He announced that Australia had agreaabtorganize the 2018 OSCE Asian
Conference. The Conference agenda would be foausetl three dimensions of security
following close consultations with the Partners #@ml2018 OSCE Chairmanship. Austria
would further consider a rolling schedule for theiah Contact Group, which reflected a
common choice of topics as initiated by the Asiartiers. He recalled the thematic
priorities of the Austrian Chairmanship, particlyarighlighting the prevention and
countering of violent extremism and radicalizatibat lead to terrorism as well as
politico-military topics. Austria hoped to contintlee discussion on this thematic focus in
2018, also with the Asian Partners, and encourtge@roposal of concrete ideas for joint
initiatives.

Representing the Chairmanship of the Asian Cor@actip, Mr. M. Potzel,
Commissioner for South Asia and Special Represeatat the Federal Government for
South Asia as well as for Afghanistan and Pakidtzamked the Partners for their active
support in 2018 in preparing for both the Partnarsktings in Vienna and the OSCE Asian
Conference in Berlin. Germany particularly valukd tlialogue established in the Group over
the past 20 years and the Partners’ support andlmations to OSCE activities, both
financially and through seconded personnel. Mrzé&laeported on the activities within the
Asian Contact Group, which had focused on regisealrity dynamics in the Indo-Pacific
region and on the Korean peninsula, had involvedxahange of experiences in countering
violent extremism by empowering youth, and had $aclion migration as a factor in security
and development. He highlighted the discussiond &iethe Conference in Berlin on
confidence-building measures and connectivity, el & on the opportunities for the OSCE
and its Partners to contribute to the attainmenhefSustainable Development Goals, a
tangible benefit of that co-operation framework. ddacluded by emphasizing Germany’s
commitment to continue strengthening and furtheetiping the Asian Partnership and
particularly highlighted the German-supported Yoiglomat Programme in the OSCE
Secretariat, which was dedicated to the Partner€deoperation and which had the potential
for further growth.

Ms. Y. Oh, Deputy Minister for Multilateral Affasrand Global Affairs of the
Republic of Korea, praised Germany for its ableknor2017 and thanked Austria for its
hospitality at the Ministerial Council meeting. Rey Minister Oh mentioned the various
intimidating global and borderless challenges fiueted serious threats to international peace
and security, while emphasizing the continuing pbét for co-operation among States and
international organizations, including in the cotitef the OSCE Asian Partnership. That
year had been patrticularly fruitful with regardrédations between the OSCE and the
Republic of Korea. Her country particularly appeged the OSCE’s increased level of
co-operation through discussions in the Asian Gar@oup meetings, the OSCE'’s
engagement in the Northeast Asia Platform for PeadeCooperation (NAPPC), as well as
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the press release by OSCE Chairperson-in-Office lknd OSCE Secretary General
Greminger in early September, denouncing the lalgesiear test by the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK). She recalled that at28&5 Conference in Seoul, cybersecurity,
the fight against terrorism, and disaster risk otidm had been identified as new avenues for
further co-operation. Consequently, the RepubliKafea had stepped up its engagement
with the OSCE and hosted the first Interregionahi€mence on Cyber/ICT Security in

April 2017. Deputy Minister Oh announced that trepRblic of Korea wished to continue its
efforts to promote co-operation in the area of seaurity challenges and planned to host
another interregional conference in the first lo&l2018, this time focusing on preventing
and countering violent extremism and radicalizattat lead to terrorism. During the
meeting, she further suggested the involvementarerivil society representatives in the
discussions within the Asian Contact Group.

Mr. M. Naeem Poyesh, Counsellor at the Embas#fgtianistan, thanked Germany
for the excellent work in 2017, which had resultetiighly interesting meetings in Vienna
and a very fruitful Conference in Berlin includiagside event entitled “Engaging with
Afghanistan and its neighbours — OSCE’s contributmconfidence-building by
empowering women”. He recalled that the Deputy igorélinister for Economic
Co-operation, Ms. A. Raz, had delivered a keynpeesh in Berlin. He also noted that the
Director General for Security Co-operation and Boréffairs, Mr. N. Alikhil, had addressed
the Asian Contact Group at its meeting in Juneaidd to the topic “Empowering youth in
countering violent extremism — sharing experienesvbeen the regions”. Mr. Poyesh
reiterated Afghanistan’s readiness to host a se@8@dE Asian Conference in the coming
years, following the one held in Kabul in 2008. ¢¥@ressed Afghanistan’s support for all
activities aimed at raising the profile of the Asi@ontact Group meetings and for securing
both broad participation from among the OSCE pigdiing States, and an open and lively
discussion. Mr. Poyesh announced that at its cteddSontact Group meeting in 2018,
Afghanistan would like to focus on a topic that kcbioe linked to concrete programmes and
projects for Afghan stakeholders, with a particdtanus on the issues of migration,
connectivity, terrorism, and capacity-building. efancluded by commending the OSCE
activities in Central Asia that were also aimedaiacity-building and technical assistance
for Afghanistan.

Ambassador B. Hammer of Australia thanked Gernfanits constructive and
energetic approach in chairing the Asian Contacu@rin 2017. He reaffirmed Australia’s
strong commitment to that partnership frameworlugszl on engaging in and learning about
the key security challenges that equally affectetbpe, Asia, and the world as a whole, and
which threatened the rules-based internationaégysin that context, the focus of the Asian
Contact Group on discussing Indo-Pacific secuflitgllenges had been particularly valuable.
Thematically, the discussions had dealt with theaghposed by the DPRK, the territorial
dispute over the South China Sea, and wider consaourity challenges such as countering
violent extremism, and how to tackle irregular ¢arge-scale migration. In 2018, Australia
would like to see the Asian Contact Group contitiupay some attention to Indo-Pacific
security issues, which should also be reflectatién2018 Conference, co-hosted by Austria
and Australia. The event should further look irite ise and the relevance of a multilateral
approach to dealing with comprehensive securitylehges.

Ambassador K. Koinuma of Japan recalled his cgisttontinuous and close
co-operation with the OSCE, which was notably t#ld in Japan’s outstanding financial
support for the Border Management Staff CollegPushanbe, for border training activities
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in Turkmenistan, and for ODIHR election observatimissions. He continued by stressing
his country’s concerns regarding the increasinglyese security environment in Asia as a
result of the DPRK’s provocative actions. Japarmragpted the relevant press releases by the
Chairperson-in-Office and the OSCE Secretary Géné@September and recalled the
discussion of the latest developments on the KoReannsula at the Asian Contact Group
meeting in October. Ambassador Koinuma emphasiapdnJs wish to continue to include
that subject in the OSCE agenda, in order to rea@izomplete, verifiable and irreversible
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. Furtheemue expressed his personal opinion
that while it was of great importance to addresbagl issues, such as the current challenges
presented by China and the DPRK, within the frantéwd the OSCE, those countries
themselves were not represented in the debatesemaaal participating States had voiced the
opinion that such highly political issues should be dealt with within the OSCE.
Ambassador Koinuma expressed his wish to discugs ®tmuctural challenges with the
incoming Italian OSCE Chairmanship, as well as il Austrian 2018 Chairmanship of the
Contact Group. Finally, Ambassador Koinuma suggkestpanding the number of Asian
Partners in the OSCE.

Ambassador S. Saicheua of Thailand reflected latioas with the OSCE, which had
greatly intensified under the able leadership ef@erman Contact Group Chairmanship.
During 2017, Thailand had engaged closely on a murabtopics including the issue of
irregular migration. Ambassador Saicheua saiddah#ite November meeting of the Contact
Group, Thailand had presented its Indo-Pacificteel@&xperiences with migration and its
impact on security and development, and the comechalienges governments faced in
formulating a coherent region-wide policy. At therlin Conference, Thailand had presented
its Sufficiency Economy Principle as a comprehemsneans to sustainably tackle social
challenges and promote the Sustainable Develop@eals. In that regard, he invited OSCE
participating States and Partners to participateaiming organized by the Thailand
International Cooperation Agency in 2018. He almalled that Thailand was the only
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) mendngaged in co-operation with the
OSCE and expressed appreciation for the OSCE’'gjpation in the ASEAN Workshop on
Strengthening and Enhancing Cybersecurity Coomerati the ASEAN Region held in
Bangkok in June. He concluded by announcing thailaihd would participate in the
OSCE'’s Young Diplomat Programme by deploying onéague from the Foreign Ministry
to the OSCE Secretariat in the current year wighahroperation of Germany and the OSCE
Secretariat.

Speaking as the representative of the incomingESRairmanship,
Ambassador M. Clemente, Minister Plenipotentiarg @mairmanship Liaison Officer in the
Office of the Secretary General, said that Italylgdollow Austria’s path — currently it held
the Chairmanship of the Mediterranean Contact Groughe following year it would hold
the OSCE Chairmanship, and finally it would hold hairmanship of the Asian Contact
Group. Ambassador Clemente highlighted the OSCi&laading example of multilateralism,
which was in a strong position to follow up on coomthallenges ranging from extremism
and terrorism to organized crime such as illicitgltrafficking. Migration, which had been a
priority issue for the Italian Chairmanship of tiediterranean Contact Group — prominently
discussed also at the 2017 OSCE Mediterranean f@meke in Palermo — remained a
continuous challenge and would therefore be furtbbasidered during the Italian OSCE
Chairmanship. He announced Italy’s concrete imv&st aimed at further enhancing the
Partners’ level of participation in the OSG#ter alia a proposed change to the Rules of
Procedure for the order of speakers at Minist&@lincil plenary sessions so that Partners
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for Co-operation could alternate with speakers fparticipating States. Although that had
not been realized in 2017, Italy would continuevtwrk on the matter and planned to issue a
relevant statement on the margins of the Minist&auncil.

Mr. T. Greminger, Secretary General of the OSChpleasized his continued
personal commitment to the Asian partnership afetned to the 2014 Basel Declaration on
Co-operation with the Asian Partners, as well agaimt work plan of the 2014 and
2015 OSCE Chairmanships of Switzerland and Senwdiach had provided a boost to the
Asian Partnership. He noted with appreciation thatk had been done in the preceding two
years in the suggested areas for increased cotmpenmamely counter-terrorism, disaster
risk reduction, information and communications temlbgy security or cybersecurity, as well
as structured co-operation with regional organiretiin Asia. The Secretary General further
praised the OSCE Asian Partnership as a forum wdisceissions on topics that had not yet
been included in the Organization’s broader ageveta initiated and he encouraged the
continuation of those discussions and their traiasianto concrete action in the course of the
coming years. While concurring that current seguhteats evolved rapidly and
unpredictably and that their implications were gloénd affected the OSCE patrticipating
States and Asian Partner countries equally, heat#dir better thematic links between the
Asian Partners’ security concerns and the OSCEdegérhe Secretary General expressed his
personal commitment to advocating an advancedgligland co-operation with the Partners
and regional organizations, and further callediierOSCE Troika’s support in engaging key
players in the Partnership. The Secretary Geneoglosed that the OSCE Troika work in
close co-ordination with the Partners to develdiprae-year plan for the Partnership,
identifying key topics for dialogue, and clear attijees for co-operation. He emphasized the
importance of high-level political support for joiactivities to maintain the dynamic spirit of
that partnership and to keep it mutually benefiarad constructive.

Mr. G. Tsereteli, President of the OSCE ParliamgnAssembly (PA), pointed out
that the PA continued to pursue closer co-operaimhengagement with the Asian Partners
as a reflection of the Ministerial Council declawas on the OSCE Partners for Co-operation
adopted in Madrid in 2007 and in Basel in 2014 eideouraged the Partners to use the OSCE
model to tackle security issues in Asia and reteteethe principles of the Helsinki Final Act,
which were also applicable to the regions beyoreddBCE. He recalled that in his function
as President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assemblg|dteserved as Special Representative
for Central Asia, and he should be more activelyived with the OSCE Asian Partnership.
He invited the Partners to participate in the 2BB8autumn meeting in Bishkek and ensured
them that the PA was open to and stood ready tweased co-operation.
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REPORT BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE
CONTACT GROUP WITH THE MEDITERRANEAN PARTNERS FOR
CO-OPERATION TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF THE

MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
(MC/GAL/11/17 of 18 January 2018)

The major themes of the 2017 Italian Chairmanshihe Mediterranean Contact
Group were dialogue and co-operation. The Chairtiipriecused more on common ground
than on the differences that may exist betweeBEE area and that of the Mediterranean
Partners by setting a positive and constructivaxdgeimed at fostering the active
participation of each State. Building on effortslartaken by previous Chairmanships, Italy
worked on finding areas of co-operation with thediflerranean Partners through an inclusive
and concrete approach. The Italian Chairmanshipatgd several initiatives and practical
projects and, jointly with the Secretariat, estiid and funded a number of extrabudgetary
projects as follow-ups to the meetings. The OSGEesliterranean Partners for Co-operation
participated actively.

Meetings of the OSCE Mediterranean Contact Group

Six Mediterranean Contact Group meetings were ine\denna in the course of
2017. At the beginning of the year, the Italian @nanship agreed on the topics of the
meetings with the Mediterranean Partners for Caatme and consulted with the OSCE
participating States and the OSCE Secretariatregaar basis throughout the year. The idea
of a positive agenda was very well received allated for a focus on opportunities rather
than on challenges while continuing to respondotmmon threats. The Partners for
Co-operation contributed actively to all of the iegs. Representatives of the Secretariat
regularly updated the Mediterranean Contact Groupativities of special relevance to the
Partners.

The first meeting, held on 21 February, was foduse “Countering trafficking in
cultural property in the Mediterranean region”. went aimed to raise awareness of the
implications of illicit trafficking in cultural prperty for security and stability in the OSCE
area, as well as to consider opportunities folQB€E, as a regional security organization, to
contribute to the fight against such traffickindgieTmeeting was opened by Mr. A. Cesaro,
Under Secretary of State of the Italian MinistryGaflture and Tourism,

Ambassador C. Strohal, Special Representativentoo017 Austrian OSCE Chairmanship,
and Ms. R. Ostrauskaite, Co-ordinator of ActivitiesAddress Transnational Threats, OSCE
Secretariat. Their speeches were followed by d@esastended by three panellists:

Mr. F. Parrulli, Head of the Carabinieri Unit fdret Protection of Cultural Heritage,

Mr. H. Moret, Secretary General of the Abu Dhabinf&pence on Safeguarding Endangered
Cultural Heritage, and Mr. C. Catesi, Co-ordinaWigrks of Art Unit, INTERPOL General
Secretariat.

The main topic of the second meeting, held on 20dM, was “Cybersecurity:
enhancing co-operation outside the OSCE bordeascasmmon strategic priority to face
challenges arising from the use of information aachmunication technologies — prospects
for co-operation in cybersecurity between the OS@é& the Mediterranean Partners in the
future”. The meeting promoted a debate on the isfagbersecurity with a focus on how to
reduce the risks stemming from the use of inforamatind communication technology.
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Speakers included: Mr. G. Nanni, Head of Symant@apQ@ration’s “Governmental Affairs —
Europe, Middle East, Africa”, Mr. I. Moed, Headtbe Department of Cybersecurity of the
Israeli Foreign Ministry and Representative of threted Nations Group of Governmental
Experts in the years 2014-2015, Mr. G. LindstroreatHof the Emerging Security
Challenges Programme of the Geneva Centre for Bg&alicy, and Mr. M. Yedaly, Head

of the Information Division at the InfrastructunedaEnergy Department of the African Union
Commission. They provided an up-to-date pictureytier-related threats, with a specific
focus on the Mediterranean region, then reportedomerete actions States can take and on
the results obtained so far.

The third meeting, held on 12 June, was devotéBnergy security in times of
economic and political uncertainty — looking greeithe future of the Mediterranean”. The
meeting fostered the exchange of best practicesclueving energy security in the
Mediterranean region while meeting the “green” obyes of international environmental
governance. The panel included: Ms. F. HamdouchgdHé Strategic Steering at the
Moroccan Agency for Solar Energy (MASEN), Ms. Jnieel, Managing Director of Nahdet
El Mahrousa, Egypt, Mr. L. Tomik, Director of theere for Energy Systems (CESYYS),
Slovakia, and Mr. M. Taylor, Senior Energy Analgsthe International Renewable Energy
Agency'’s Innovation and Technology Centre (IRENM)e Mediterranean Contact Group
meeting concluded with an update by the Chair aoopng initiatives supported by the
Italian Chairmanship.

The fourth meeting took place on 17 July and wailed “Women, peace, and
security: increasing political participation of wemand the role of women in the prevention
and mediation processes as a factor of positivegdhan the Mediterranean”. It provided the
OSCE, its participating States and the Mediterrarigatners for Co-operation with the
opportunity to exchange best practices in the af@gmen, peace, and security, with a
special focus on the importance of gender mainstirggin the security sector and across the
conflict cycle. The panellists included Ms. K. Mekli, Director of Women’s Affairs,
Ministry of National Solidarity, Family and Womenasdfairs, Algeria, Ms. L. Quartapelle,
Member of Parliament and President of the HonoBargrd of Women in International
Security (WIIS), Italy, Ms. I. Fellin, Gender aneé&irity Expert and President of WIIS, Italy,
Mr. M. Gomes, Diplomatic Adviser at the Secretaobthe Union for the Mediterranean, and
Ms. J. Poutanen, Senior Manager of the Crisis Mamagt Initiative (CMI), Martti Ahtisaari
Centre, Finland. The discussion focused on the uneastill needed to bring women onto a
par with men in conflict prevention and resolut&fforts, especially given that women are
disproportionately affected by violence and comftignamics in both the OSCE area and the
Mediterranean region. During the meeting, a Medateean Contact Group workshop funded
by Italy on understanding mediation within the feamork of women, peace, and security,
run by the OSCE Mediation Support Team/Conflictvergion Centre in co-operation with
the OSCE Gender Unit and the External Co-oper&#xction of the Office of the Secretary
General, was announced.

The fifth meeting, held on 25 September, was fedum the theme “Economic
development as a way to address the root causestability: the role of small and medium
enterprises (SMESs), as well as start-ups, as aevengcrease job opportunities. The role and
potential of education in promoting the establishtvad SMES”. The meeting provided an
overview of the diversity of ecosystems neededsftart-ups to develop and thrive, by
including perspectives from venture capitalists andel investors, business accelerators and
incubators, policymakers and start-ups themseldesix OSCE Mediterranean Partners for
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Co-operation were represented by a speaker oratiid,mamely, Mr. L. Djaffer, CEO and
Co-founder of “Emploitic.com”, Algeria, Ms. M. Laskn, Counsellor and Head of the
Economic Unit at the Egyptian Ministry of Foreigiff#irs, Ms. Y. Inbar, Consul for
Economic Affairs in Munich, Germany, representisgakl, Mr. F. Hakki, CEO of Oasis 500,
Jordan, Ms. A. Morine, entrepreneur and PresidetiteoAssociation of Women'’s
Entrepreneurs in Morocco, and Ms. A. Mansour, Biesdiand Co-founder of the Tunisian
Centre for Social Entrepreneurship. In additioe, @o-ordinator for OSCE Economic and
Environmental Activities provided an update abo&CE support to entrepreneurship and
good governance in economic activities. The ltahambassador, Mr. A. Azzoni,
Chairperson of the Mediterranean Contact Group imgesinnounced the OSCE award for
young green entrepreneurs in the Mediterranean.

The Italian Chairmanship of the Mediterranean @onGroup ended on a positive
note on 13 November with a meeting on the topitSblaping the concept of a Mediterranean
of the future by fostering dialogue between thiahkiis and policy planners of the two
shores”. The meeting allowed for “out of the boltinking to be exchanged among a panel of
both government and think tank representatives.di$mission focused on a positive vision
of the Mediterranean region, focusing on what wnitgher than divides countries from the
Mediterranean basin and beyond. Panellists includlethbassador A. Barucco, Head of
Analysis, Planning and Historic Diplomatic Docunegidn at the Italian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation, AmbassadoBBblukrif, Director for Policy Planning,
Algerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ms. N. Tocddirector of “Istituto Affari
Internazionali” (IAl) in Rome, Mr. U. B. Yaakov, 8®r Researcher at the International
Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) in Israel,caNIr. H. Hussein, Postdoctoral Research
Fellow at the American University of Beirut.

2017 OSCE Mediterranean Conference

The annual Mediterranean Conference, held on d2&rOctober in Palermo, Italy,
was devoted to the subject of challenges and oppities presented by the large movements
of migrants and refugees in the Mediterranean.Jtwference had the largest turnout ever
with 71 delegations taking part and over 30 highelgolitical representatives (ministers and
deputy ministers), including participants from Lgby invited as “guests of the
Chairmanship”. The Conference featured a high-lpeétical segment on 24 October which
was opened by Mr. A. Alfano, Italian Minister fooffeign Affairs and International
Co-operation; Mr. M. Linhart, Austria’s Deputy Mster for Foreign Affairs, and
Mr. T. Greminger, OSCE Secretary General. The Genfse resumed discussions on the
OSCE's role in the governance of large movementaigfants and refugees after the
adoption of Ministerial Council Decision No. 3/16 the same topic. The agenda focused on
three topics in particular: countering smuggling érafficking in human beings, a major
common challenge in a time of large movements gfamts and refugees; the economic and
social potential of migration and the role of int&gon policies in promoting inclusive
growth, sustainable development, peace and stglsliccessful integration, a common
responsibility based on a two-fold approach invadvencouraging the social inclusion of
migrants and refugees and combating intolerancesma xenophobia, and discrimination,
including that based on religious grounds. Pardictp engaged in an open dialogue, and the
debate highlighted how emergencies and crisegalt avith in a spirit of responsibility and
solidarity, can be turned into opportunities faneeed regional and international
co-operation.
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The consolidated summary of the Conference waslaited under SEC.GAL/194/17.
Co-operation beyond political dialogue: projects ad other initiatives

While holding the Chairmanship of the Mediterram€ontact Group, Italy
established and funded a number of extrabudgetajgqts as follow-ups to the meetings, in
order to complement and reinforce the politicalajae between the participating States and
the Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation.

Most notably, a workshop on “Combating illicit eeborder trafficking in cultural
property in the Mediterranean” was held in Vicefroan 6 to 10 November, in collaboration
with the Centre for Excellence for Stability Polideits (COESPU) and with the Carabinieri
Unit for the Protection of Cultural Heritage. Theeat provided the participants with an
informal platform to analyse strategies for enhagthe existing co-operation and for
discussing methods and best practices for the Q8gdtding the illicit trafficking of
cultural property and its impact on security arabsity in the OSCE area.

On 7 and 8 November, Italy organized a workshoplorderstanding mediation
within the framework of women, peace, and secuiity/ienna, in collaboration with the
Mediation Support Team, the OSCE Conflict Preven@entre, the Gender Section, and the
External Co-operation Section. The event aimedippsrt and to enhance the network of
Mediterranean women mediators within the OSCE area.

Italy also launched the GEMS Award, an extrabuaigyegproject aimed at supporting
young entrepreneurs in Mediterranean Partner cesnfinancial prizes were awarded to six
young entrepreneurs whose work was evaluated agfijand/or “social” (one per
Mediterranean Partner).

On the occasion of the sixth meeting, Italy orgadi jointly with 18 delegations
(Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Morocco, Bosnid &ferzegovina, Cyprus, Croatia, France,
Greece, Monaco, Montenegro, San Marino, Slovak@;edia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey)
a Mediterranean Reception which concluded the ZtHairmanship of the Mediterranean
Contact Group.
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REPORT ON THE OSCE MINISTERIAL TROIKA MEETING WITH
THE MEDITERRANEAN PARTNERS FOR CO-OPERATION

The meeting on 6 December was opened by Ambasbéddnhart, Deputy Foreign
Minister of Austria and representative of the 2@SCE Chairmanship. Ambassador Linhart
noted that the Troika Meeting had become a tradiiod provided a useful platform for
taking stock of the ongoing co-operation with thediderranean Partners in the spirit of an
open and constructive dialogue. He further notedl ttre OSCE Mediterranean Conference
on migration held in Palermo had been the highlajl#017 and drew attention to the
continuing relevance of the themes tackled duregAustrian Chairmanship of the
Mediterranean Contact Group in 2016, such as yemompowerment and the common goal of
countering extremism in societies both south anthnaf the Mediterranean.

Speaking as the Chairperson of the MediterraneamaCt Group,
Ambassador A. Azzoni, Italy’'s Permanent Represengtdd the OSCE, took stock of a
successful year for the Mediterranean Partnerstepstressed Italy’s deliberate decision to
focus on a constructive and positive agenda, chgdspics where common ground could be
found while developing co-ownership. He noted geueral of the topics addressed in the
Mediterranean Contact Group had been followed uwitinconcrete activities, in particular
a workshop on the role of women in mediation preessan expert meeting on countering
trafficking in cultural property (marking the beging of a multi-year project), and the
launch of the GEMS Awards, an Italian-funded initia to select a number of start-ups in the
Mediterranean Partner countries that had excefiedipporting green and socially
responsible development. Ambassador Azzoni saidhleasOSCE Mediterranean Conference
in Palermo had reinforced agreement that Mediteaanssues and migration were essential
components of European security. He further ndtatl Italy had submitted a draft ministerial
decision (PC.DEL/1506/17) on changing the curraneR of Procedure related to the order
of statements at the Ministerial Council, reflegtthe intention to provide the OSCE Partners
for Co-operation with an opportunity for a highevél of engagement. He regretted that a
number of participating States had not been readypport that proposal but affirmed that
Italy would continue to work towards building consas on it.

Ambassador F. Mebarki of Algeria confirmed hermoyis high level of interest in
the OSCE and noted the active participation of Algeexperts in a number of OSCE
initiatives and events in 2017. The year had beecheone for the OSCE Mediterranean
Partnership and she expressed appreciation fgtdltathoice to focus on a positive agenda.
She further mentioned that the OSCE Mediterraneariétence in Palermo had been a
success from Algeria’s perspective, attracting Hegtel political participation and allowing
for Algeria’s foreign policy approaches and perspes to be shared with a large number of
countries. Ambassador Mebarki looked forward toticming Algeria’s positive engagement
with the OSCE during Slovakia’s 2018 Chairmanstithe Mediterranean Contact Group.

Ambassador O. A. Youssef of Egypt praised Austnd Italy for their able work in
2017 and noted that the Mediterranean Contact Gnadchosen a good mix of topics
allowing for common positions to emerge on a nundi@mportant issues.
Ambassador Youssef made reference to recent t&radtacks in Egypt and called for
co-operation to be stepped up with the OSCE onteoitng terrorism; Egypt expected
support from the international community in tacglithat common challenge.
Ambassador Youssef looked forward to developingrestructive and effective dialogue
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with the OSCE under Slovakia’s Chairmanship ofNtezliterranean Contact Group in 2018
and stressed the importance of the concept ofripeship” — a notion based on mutual
respect and understanding that should be animatadavgpirit of authentic solidarity.
Ambassador Youssef noted that a Ministerial Cowsidi event on the situation of Christians
in the Middle East would not be featuring any pecdives from the region and expressed
regret for the lack of consultation. Finally he eegsed appreciation for Italy’s efforts,
unfortunately unsuccessful to date, aimed at ctmaiiie Rules of Procedure of the
Ministerial Council to allow for more meaningfulphiaipation in the discussions by the
OSCE Partners.

Ambassador T. Lador-Fresher of Israel confirmedcentry’s deep interest in the
OSCE Mediterranean Partnership, thanked ItalyHerrich and interesting programme in
2017, and stressed that Israeli experts had sleaqseitise on a range of topics in 2017,
including cybersecurity, counter-terrorism, andithie of start-up companies in supporting
development and innovation. Ambassador Lador-Freshered the view of Egypt that
counter-terrorism should remain at the centre ef@ISCE Mediterranean Partnership as a
key and pressing shared priority. She further noeetl that the OSCE Mediterranean
Conference in Palermo had been a success and |émieatd to Slovakia’s Chairmanship of
the Mediterranean Contact Group in 2018. She clbgeatbting that informal meetings
among Mediterranean Partners could go a long wagrs facilitating the preparation for
and development of the Mediterranean Contact Gnoeigting and praised Slovakia for
having already created one such opportunity.

Ambassador H. Al Husseini of Jordan noted thatesthe 2015 OSCE Mediterranean
Conference at the Dead Sea, the OSCE MediterrdPadnership had sustained significant
momentum. He congratulated both Austria and Itahtlieir able contribution to the OSCE
in 2017 and looked forward to Slovakia’s Chairmapsii the Mediterranean Contact Group.
The common ground between the OSCE participatiageStand Mediterranean Partners had
been enlarged in 2017 thanks to Italy’s focus @ositive and constructive agenda. At the
same time, he noted that the same topics couldraithite or divide and that a successful
agenda was not so much one that prioritized cettgiics over others but one that was able
to identify shared approaches based on mutual stadeting. Ambassador Al Husseini
confirmed that, from Jordan’s perspective, coutgersrism should remain a priority, but the
continuing humanitarian emergency involving refugysleould also become a key area for
co-operation. He also advocated the mainstreanfingexfaith and intercultural dialogue in
the OSCE and its Mediterranean Partnership. Hegbihe Ambassador of Egypt in
expressing regret for the organization of a sidenewen the situation of Christians in the
Middle East without proper consultation.

Ambassador L. Bouchaara of Morocco thanked Itatyhfving introduced a new
spirit of dialogue into the OSCE Mediterranean Renghip, congratulated Austria on its
excellent Chairmanship and looked forward to Slea'akChairmanship of the Mediterranean
Contact Group in 2018. He also noted the new OS&fefary General’s great experience,
including in relation to the Mediterranean Parthargd congratulated him on his recent
appointment. He noted with satisfaction that inieling had become the operating principle in
the dialogue with the Mediterranean Partners aadeshthe view of other colleagues about
the importance of the concept of partnership. &t thspect, he argued that the OSCE
Mediterranean Conference in Palermo had alloweditéigdnean Partners to express their
interests and their perspectives on a topic thatpegentially divisive. The same spirit of
partnership should apply to all discussions. TleeefAmbassador Bouchaara joined others
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in noting that a side event on the situation ofi€lans in the Middle East had not been
prepared in an inclusive manner. He expressed ajpfiomn for Italy’s efforts to change the
Rules of Procedure at the Ministerial Council fowlfor meaningful participation by the
Mediterranean Partners, noting that if succes#ioke changes would further strengthen the
OSCE Mediterranean Partnership.

Mr. K. Tazarki,chargé d'affairesof the Tunisian Mission to the OSCE, echoed
previous speakers in congratulating Austria anlg ftar their successful leaderships and in
looking forward to Slovakia’s successful Chairmapsif the Mediterranean Contact Group
in 2018. The OSCE was a very important platformTonisia and ongoing constructive
engagement was to be expected. He noted thansgtantP014, Tunisia had expressed an
interest in receiving support from the OSCE indhea of small and light weapons and
expressed the hope that, after the necessary iatiaite steps, 2018 could finally mark the
year of the launching of a concrete project in Sion the same topic. Mr. Tazarki further
suggested dialogue and co-operation on the issyeubh returning from situations of
conflict and tension, with a focus on the returmaxficalized youth and terrorist fighters.
Mr. Tazarki joined other speakers in appreciatiatyls efforts to ensure more meaningful
participation by the Mediterranean Partners inQiCE Ministerial Council meetings.

Ambassador B. Cadenbach, Director for SecuritycloFederal Foreign Office of
Germany, recalled her country’s own contributiothte dialogue with the Mediterranean
Partners and congratulated Italy on a successfair@anship of the Mediterranean Contact
Group. She noted that Italy had introduced newcggdor instance a focus on the
Mediterranean of the future and the role that gghilanners could play in shaping a common
agenda. She echoed others in characterizing the&eQ&literranean Conference in Palermo
as the highlight of 2017, noting that the Confeeehad been able to shed light on the
opportunities as well as the challenges of migrat®ermany remained committed to
developing practical co-operation projects with bhediterranean Partners and she
highlighted a project launched in 2016 on strengtigeborder management capacities. She
noted that new topics proposed by Italy in 201¢hsas the fight against trafficking in
cultural property, could also be dealt with in toatext of that project.

Ambassador R. Boki@f Slovakia, as the incoming Chairperson of thedlgranean
Contact Group, noted that the Mediterranean wa® mod more part of a common
geopolitical as well as geo-economic space. He ratuigited Italy on a successful OSCE
Mediterranean Conference in Palermo and noteddtenpal for future synergies as
Mediterranean co-operation would remain a priaditying the 2018 OSCE Chairmanship.
Ambassador Boltdisted possible topics for the Mediterranean Ccin@roup in 2018,
including energy security and critical energy isfracture, cybersecurity, education as a
means of combating radicalization, water managemethinterconnectivity, and security
sector governance and reform. Further consultataamgd be held before the programme
was finalized. He also mentioned that the 2018 O$f@Hiterranean Conference was to take
place in Spain and that the provisional topic wesgromotion of economic growth,
prosperity, and co-operation as a contributiorhtodevelopment of the region’s security. He
echoed other speakers in underlining the spingastnership that should animate the OSCE
Mediterranean dialogue.

Mr. T. Greminger, OSCE Secretary General, notatittte OSCE Mediterranean
Partnership was attracting increasing politicardion. He echoed other speakers in noting
that a spirit of true partnership needed to bevatkd and cherished. In the polarized
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environment of Euro-Mediterranean relations, th&€8%ffered a unique platform allowing
for diverse perspectives to be aligned on commaortiples, and the Organization did not
approach the region with problematic baggage filoenplast. He stressed that countering
terrorism must remain a priority and that a focnsg/outh was important in that respect.

Mr. Greminger appreciated Italy’s plans to maintsliediterranean co-operation as a central
focus of the OSCE agenda in 2018 and noted thatt@mational conference on
anti-Semitism was already scheduled for JanuaRome. He called for similar attention to
be paid to other forms of discrimination, suchslarhophobia. He made the following
proposals on making the OSCE Mediterranean Pahipensore strategic: the establishment
of a three-year plan agreed on by the OSCE Trdflaiterranean Partners, and relevant
players to provide continuity in OSCE action; exptamn of the appointment of a Special
Representative for the Mediterranean whose mandatéd not be to address ongoing
regional conflicts but to focus on the promotion amplementation of a multi-year plan of
practical co-operation with the OSCE MediterranBartners; easing rules of procedure
regarding the use of the Partnership Fund forrtigementation of projects in the territory of
the Mediterranean Partners, in particular by Igtthe consensus requirement; and expanding
the programme of OSCE visits and scoping missiontkeé Mediterranean Partners to
increase the visibility of the OSCE and its exerin the relevant capitals.

The Vice-President of the OSCE Parliamentary AsdeiiPA), Ms. M. Tidei,
recalled the numerous resolutions of the OSCE Pfopits of relevance to the
Mediterranean Partners, and drew attention to entaeport on migration issued by the
Assembly. She further recalled the importance efNfediterranean Chapter of the Helsinki
Final Act that had presciently recognized the imgibility of European and Mediterranean
security and aspired to address the entire Meditean region. In that context, she
underlined the importance of welcoming Libya’s skiag application to become an OSCE
Partner. Ms. Tidei further referenced events rdgemganized by the OSCE PA in the
context of its Mediterranean engagement, includiddgediterranean Forum in Andorra and a
country visit to Morocco which had featured dis¢olss on, among other topics, experiences
in countering radicalization. Ms. Tidei also mengd the OSCE PA’s active contribution to
discussions at the OSCE Mediterranean Conferenalarmo and called for continuing
co-operation between the Assembly and the OSCEr@haships.
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REPORT TO THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL ON STRENGTHENING

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF THE OSCE IN 2017
(MC.GAL/7/17/Rev.1 of 13 March 2018)

Introduction

1. The legal status of the OSCE, in particulaeripyment of international legal
personality, has been the subject of discussitnarCSCE/OSCE for more than forty years.
The CSCE was originally conceived as a diplomatitference convening to discuss the
politically binding principles and commitments aggleat summit level in the 1975 Helsinki
Final Act. The expanded functions and embryonitGtutsonalization adopted at summit
level in the 1990 Charter of Paris for a New Europplied the need for the CSCE to be
endowed with legal status, capacity, privileges iamaunities. Expanded institutionalization,
also extending to field operations deployed in zoofearmed conflict in the years after the
1992 Helsinki Summit,has served to underscore that need and has maiteil.

2. In 1993, meeting in Rome, the CSCE Council ofisters considered the relevance
of an agreement granting internationally recogngtatls to the CSCE institutions and noted
the importance of ensuring appropriate treatmetih@CSCE’s institutions and personnel. It
adopted model provisions for legal capacity, pegéds and immunities but left it to the
discretion of each participating State to sepayatetermine how to implement those
provisions at the national level, subject to tleinstitutional and related requirements. The
Decision of the Rome Council was adopted withoefualfice to the treatment granted by the
governments hosting the Secretariat, Conflict Rrege Centre (CPC) and Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)emtment recognized by the CSCE
Council as comparable to that granted by Statéset@nited Nations.

3. In addition to the name change from CSCE to Q31994 CSCE Summit in
Budapest decided that implementation of the 1998 &Gouncil Decision would be

reviewed and declared, furthermore, that partioygabtates would examine possible ways of
incorporating their commitments into national légii®n and, where appropriate, possible
ways of concluding treati€sThe concerted effort in 2007 to attain a consetextsresulted

in the Draft Convention on the International LeBalsonality, Legal Capacity and Privileges
and Immunities of the OSCE, agreed at expert [(2@07 Draft Conventiori) Adoption of

the 2007 Draft Convention text is still pending,iMtdiscussions continue on whether a
constituent document for the OSCE is a prerequisite

1 Helsinki Decisions 1992, Chapter lll, “Early warg, conflict prevention and crisis management
(including fact-finding and rapporteur missions &BICE peacekeeping), Peaceful settlement of
disputes”, reinforced in 2011 by Vilnius Ministdri@ouncil Decision No. 3/11 (MC.DEC/3/11) on
elements of the conflict cycle, related to enhag¢ie OSCE's capabilities in early warning, early
action, dialogue facilitation and mediation suppartd post-conflict rehabilitation.

2 Rome Council of Ministers (1993), Decision CSCEMDec.2 (1 December 1993).
3 Budapest Document 1994, Decision | on strengtitetiie CSCE.
4 Letter from the Chair of the informal working gmat expert level to the OSCE Spanish Chairmanship

(CIO.GAL/159/07) dated 22 October 2007, annexirggfmal Document of the Informal Working
Group on the Draft Convention on the Internatidreal Personality, Legal Capacity, and Privileges
and Immunities of the OSCE.
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4, In the meantime, consistent with the 1993 RomenCil Decision, legal status,
privileges and immunities have been granted byouarparticipating States through national
legislation or under bilateral agreements or areamgnts with the CSCE/OSCE.
Consequently, the OSCE is operating under a vaoietiggal measures, which has resulted in
a fragmentation of its legal framework. The fragteernegal framework is precarious: as
experience has shown, national legislation andila¢eral arrangements or agreements can
be amended or interpreted unilaterally with lititice being given to the OSCE. The ad hoc
nature of the arrangements also deprives the Segi@eneral of any leverage in
negotiations of arrangements with other particigaftates.

5. Operational problems are not the only onedustiate the need for a uniform
solution. The OSCE Staff Regulations and Staff Rebeplicitly require the OSCE to ensure
the protection of its officials (Staff Regulatior93 and 2.07). They also stipulate that the
Secretary General, heads of institutions and missiand staff and mission members shall
enjoy privileges and immunities. These form thereavork of the OSCE's duty of care for
its officials.

6. Since 2009, the open-ended Informal Working @ron Strengthening the Legal
Framework of the OSCE (IWG) has endeavoured tdvegshbis matter. It meets three times
per year in a continuing effort to achieve progiieghe area of legal protection for the
OSCE. Under the Austrian Chairmanship, led by thectl Adviser of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office on the Legal Framework, Andzaior Helmut Tichy, the IWG
resumed its work at the outset of 2017 with fourays for consideration, as detailed in the
Chairmanship invitation and draft agenda for thet WG meeting of 2017 As in earlier
years® these four options are:

- Option 1: Adoption of the 2007 Draft Convention.

- Option 2: Adoption of a constituent document pt@ or in parallel with, adoption of
the 2007 Draft Convention.

- Option 3: Development of a “Convention Plus” gdotd solution consisting of
elements of a constituent document incorporatexitiie 2007 Draft Convention).

- Option 4: Implementation of the 1993 Rome CoubBeitision through signature and
ratification of the 2007 Draft Convention by a gpoof interested participating States.

7. The proceedings of the IWG meetings conven@®ity are recorded below.
5 CIO.GAL/8/17/Rev.1, dated 25 January 2017.
6 Reports to the Ministerial Council on Strengtimgnihe Legal Framework of the OSCE, respectively

MC.GAL/5/14/Corr.1 dated 3 December 2014; MC.GAlLBHated 1 December 2015; and
MC.GAL/7/16 dated 9 December 2016.
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Proceedings of the Informal Working Group in 2017

First meeting: February 2017

8. The first meeting of the IWG in 2017 was conwvkebyg the Austrian Chairmanship on
10 February 2017it was attended by over forty participating Staféise Chairmanship
encouraged delegations to continue discussingotirediptions for strengthening the legal
framework of the OSCE.

9. In its update on the operational consequencedsedDSCE’s lack of a clear legal
status, the Secretariat noted that, despite theolfaclarity as to whether the OSCE enjoys
“international legal personality”, the debate ikitg place at the political level and has
ultimately not prevented the OSCE, at the operatitavel, from pursuing the mandates
assigned to it by the OSCE decision-making bodigsvay of explanation, the Secretariat
further asserted that, by virtue of the OSCE’daaltneed of a legal status, privileges and
immunities in order for it to function, the OSCHays these on de factobasis, citing the
1949 Advisory Opinion of the International CourtJafstice. In that Advisory Opinion, the
Court concluded that the United Nations possessediational legal personality as a
necessary consequence of the important tasksshdember States had assigned to it,
despite the lack of any express provision to tifate® For want of any better legal
argumentation when faced with operational probldhes Secretariat can only assert that the
OSCE possesses objectie factointernational legal personality and enjoys funcaio
privileges and immunities on the basis of custonatgrnational law.

10. The Secretariat furthermore pointed to thellageertainty inherent in the
fragmentation of the OSCE legal framework, deriviirgm the coexistence of three kinds of
jurisdictions: a small number where the OSCE enjegal status, privileges and immunities
by virtue of national measures; others where orggréicular structure is granted status but
not the entire OSCE; and a majority of jurisdicidourrently 29 participating States) where
no national measures have been adopted to formeadbgnize the OSCE. As a result, there
are broad differences in treatment, with the varinational measures (or lack thereof)
leaving not only gaps but a lack of transparendy wagard to the enforceability of those
national measures.

11. The Secretariat elaborated on the possiblacgatmins of operations in territories not
under government control, noting that OSCE offiave hitherto relied on legal advice to
the effect that their status-neutral engagemestiah territories has no legal consequences
since only States can recognize States, and thatiastof international organizations have
no effect under international law for the recogmtof such non-recognized entities or
disputed territories. In that connection, it poregkthe possibility that, if the OSCE does not
have international legal personality, the OSCEaisying out its consensus-based activities
purely as an instrument through which 57 particigpStates exercise their collective will. If
that view is correct, the implications of the OSE€Ehgagement may be of far greater
significance than has been intended by the padatiicig States.

7 CIO.GAL/8/17/Rev.1, dated 25 January 2017.
8 International Court of Justice, ICJ Reports 188eg|., Advisory Opinion, “Reparation for Injuries
Suffered in the Service of the United Nations” (24
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12. Participants were also presented with an upmlatesponses received by the
Secretariat to the Legislation Survend to the Questionnaire on Supporting Security fo
Local Elections As no submissions had been received since thél&Btmeeting of 2016,
the Chairmanship announced that it would re-citeuteoth questionnaires in a single
document and call for more responses.

13.  The remainder of the meeting was devoted twudson of the four options for
strengthening the legal framework. Given the abseficonsensus, the four options
remained on the agenda for the next meeting.

14. Following the close of the meeting, the meetinguments were published as
SEC.GAL/26/17, dated 15 February 2017.

Second meeting: July 2017

15.  The second meeting of the IWG was held on 820l 7 at the invitation of the
Chairmanshig; with the aim of identifying pragmatic solutionslemal issues arising in the
field, in order to support the safety and secuwitpfficials of OSCE field operations. A
special focus was directed at the duty of carenasob the OSCE'’s legal obligations as an
employer.

16. Under the agenda item “OSCE Legal Personaiiiplications for Field Operations”,
presentations were given on practical issues grisitthe field by a representative of the
Austrian Ministry for Defence and Sports and a ferrbegal Adviser to the United Nations.

17. Under the agenda item “Duty of Care: Safety &edurity”, representatives of the
German Center for International Peace Operatioast(dm fur Internationale
Friedenseinsatze, ZIF) and the Stabilisation Uhihe United Kingdom Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (UK Stabilisation Unit) introcked the “Voluntary Guidelines on
Duty of Care for Seconded Civilian PersonrtéThe Voluntary Guidelines were prepared
by the ZIF, the UK Stabilisation Unit and the Swisgpert Pool for Civilian Peacebuilding
and are aimed at harmonizing the approach to apteimentation of the duty of care. The
Voluntary Guidelines also can serve as a basisl&oification and exchange between
seconding and receiving organizations with regarithéir expectations of each other in this
respect.

18. Under the same agenda item, the United NaDapartment of Safety and Security
(UNDSS) and OSCE Legal Services presented thgentise approaches to the duty of care
in their organizations. The UNDSS representatiteduced the United Nations Security
Management System (UNSMS), which focuses on paligaidelines and processes aimed
at managing security risks in UN operations andhertrained security personnel involved.

9 Survey of National Implementation Measures adbpieOSCE participating States in respect of
OSCE Legal Capacity, Privileges and Immunities, GAL/152/14.
10 Set of questions for OSCE participating Statitls kegard to a possible OSCE contribution to

supporting security for local elections, CIO.GAL2IB6.

11 CIO.GAL/85/17/Rev.1, dated 17 June 2017.

12 http://www.zif-berlin.org/fileadmin/uploads/expen-
einsaetze/Voluntary _Guidelines_on_the Duty of CareSeconded_Civilian_Personnel_Final_1704
20.pdf.
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Over the past decade, the challenges faced byRkhkave changed significantly, requiring a
more flexible, pro-active and responsive approacthb UNDSS. A working group on
“Reconciling duty of care for UN personnel whileepgting in high-risk environmentsind
the UN Duty of Care Coordination Committee haverbegtablished to address these
challenges. For its part, OSCE Legal Servicesmedlithe approach to the duty of care
concept followed by OSCE management, which congidtse elements of the duty of care
being mainstreamed into policies, procedures, anarastrative and operational
decision-making. The increase in the number of O8fiiEials deployed in hazardous areas
has resulted in a corresponding increase in denfandise elements encompassed in the
legal concept of duty of care to be addressed.

19. Following the close of the meeting, the meetinguments were published as
SEC.GAL/135/17, dated 5 October 2017.

Third meeting: October 2017

20. The third meeting of the IWG was convened @céber 2017 at the invitation of
the Chairmanship® In the opening remarks, the Chairmanship inviteddelegations to
move forward in their discussions and in partictitagive serious consideration to Option 4,
i.e., the implementation of the 1993 Rome CouneitiBion through the signature and
ratification of the 2007 Draft Convention by a gpoaf interested participating States.

21. In the update on the operational consequerfdbe @ SCE'’s lack of clear legal

status, the Secretariat presented an assessntaetbblems concerning taxation of OSCE
officials resulting from fragmentation (or absenoé)egal arrangements granting the OSCE
legal status, privileges and immunities, as folloWse Secretariat and the three Institutions —
the Office of the Representative on Freedom oMledia (Vienna), the High Commissioner
on National Minorities (The Hague), and the Offioe Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (Warsaw) — receive treatment comparabledbdf the United Nations, and
consequently the staff of all four structures hiagen granted exemption from national
taxation by their host States (Austria, the Netredtk and Poland) with no discrimination on
the basis of nationality. In contrast, the issudadal staff income tax” has arisen in field
operations and is reflected annually in the “Homizds” section of the annual OSCE Unified
Budget Proposdf’ The source of the problem lies in the Memoranddmderstanding
concluded with the States hosting the field operetiwhich grant applicatiomutatis

mutandis of the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rielas (VCDR), an instrument
intended to regulate the relations between Statésat between States and an international
organization. Over half of the VCDR cannot be agxplio an international organization

(e.g., rupture of diplomatic relations, etc.) ahd tustomary practice of taxing the salaries of
local staff in embassies is covered by one of tie@ipions which cannot be applied to the
international civil service.

13 CIO.GAL/177/17 of 19 September 2017.

14 The forecast of tax for 2018 has been publishélde OSCE Unified Budget Proposal
PC.ACMF/46/17, Section Ill, pages 432—-433, paragsg®—92. While five field operations are listed
as experiencing national taxation by the host Stdtee MOU for one (Bishkek) is presently being
negotiated with a view to achieving tax exemptionNovember 2017, another in the list (Uzbekistan)
granted tax exemption to all officials, includirtgetr own nationals. Consequently, at the time of
writing, out of 16 field operations, only three dr@ing taxed by the respective host States.
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22. The Secretariat traced the historical origithefprinciple of tax exemption in the
international civil service to 1919 with the estabiment of the League of Nations in Geneva
and the decision that the salaries of League peepmcluding Swiss nationals, would be
tax-exempt. This was continued in the United Natiand in all other international
organizations because of the three following urydlegl principles:

(@) The principle of sovereign equality of Stae#fiymed in Article 2 of the Charter of
the United Nations and Principle | of the 1975 l#sFinal Act. Consistent with
that principle, sovereign States do not pay tagexter States. The budget of an
international organization is drawn from the pulfilinds of its member States, and
these funds are intended for implementation oftreed mandate of the organization
and are not to be diverted to the treasuries @rdftates through taxation. Unlike the
case of taxation of locally recruited staff of diplatic representations, when the
sending State can invoke a principle of reciprottyecover the funds paid into a
treasury of a receiving State, member States efnational organizations are
deprived of any leverage other than refusing togesessed contributions to the
budget of the organization, which may put the oizition’s operational activities at
risk. Beginning in 2017, one State has formallylaea that it will no longer pay
funding for taxes and others have orally indicdtet they may do the same.

(b) The principle of independence of internatiom@anizations and their officials. This
principle, recognized by the League of Nations @r@dUnited Nations, is
implemented byinter alia, granting immunity, inviolability and tax exempti®o the
organizations and their officials; taxation is vemhas a form of interference in the
operations of the organizations and their officials

(c) The principle of equal treatment of staff pies that no discrimination shall be made
among officials of international organizations be basis of nationality or any other
personal characteristic. Subsidiary to this isgéeeral principle of labour law, equal
pay for equal work, which provides that officialstibe same rank in the same
category receive the same net salary. Taxationesauest incomes of the taxed to
diverge widely from those of staff who are not txe

23.  The principle of tax exemption in the interpasl civil service has been upheld by
the Administrative Tribunal of the World Bank, t&&CD Appeals Board, and the European
Court of Justice. The principle has been charadrby the Administrative Tribunal of the
International Labour Organization as “an essecbaldition of employment in the
international civil service”, being described aa fmportant guarantee of independence and
objectivity”. The OSCE Staff Regulations and Stfles provides that OSCE officials shall
conduct themselves at all times in a manner hagittihe status of an international civil
servant (Staff Regulation 2.01). This status igerated in the OSCE Code of Conduct and
also appears in the standards of remunerationrefiéiiences to the United Nations Common
System. This reflects unequivocally the intentiomnicorporate the staff component of the
OSCE into the framework of the international caelrvice, with its own internal justice
system, application of international administratiae, etc.

15 PC.DEC/1252/Corr.1, dated 1 June 2017, Attachen
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24. Consistent with the practice of other inteioradl organizations, in nearly identical
terms, the OSCE Staff Regulations and Staff Rulegiges for remedies in order to ensure
that taxation does not impact OSCE officidl$lowever, to prevent it impacting the budget
of the OSCE, co-operation by the taxing authoritias exemption or tax reimbursement) is
needed and is lacking in certain instances. Theis$ “local staff income tax” has become
increasingly contentious and acrimonious in the @2@visory Committee on Management
and Finance. On at least two occasions, the délagtbeen rejected on the grounds of it
being more appropriately brought to the IWG, whiets been tasked with resolving the
fundamental issue of international legal persoyalithas been argued that resolution of that
issue would facilitate respect for the tax-exentgtus of OSCE officials. In this regard it was
noted that the 2007 Draft Convention provides #oréxemption and a staff assessment
system or reimbursement by taxing States.

25.  An update was provided by the Secretariat erséven additional responses to the
Legislation Survey and two additional responsateoQuestionnaire on supporting security
for local elections. The Chairmanship invited pap@ting States that had not yet done so to
submit their responses to the Secretariat.

26.  The remainder of the meeting was devoted texahange of views on the four
options, in particular Option 4. The Chairmansimfpimed the participants that an informal
meeting on Option 4 would be convened later in Getdo assess interest in that Option
being pursued.

27. Following the close of the meeting, the meetinguments were published as
SEC.GAL/165/17, dated 15 November 2017.

Further developments of relevance

Agreement between the OSCE and Austria regardmétadquarters of the OSCE

28.  As the 1993 Rome Council Decision notéthe privileges and immunities of the
OSCE have been regulated since 1993 by an Augetharal law (“OSCE Law”), which

refers to the Headquarters Agreement with the dritations and grants application of the
privileges and immunities provided in it to the GS@énd its officials® At that time Austria
had determined that it was not possible to concludeadquarters agreement with the CSCE
because the CSCE was not an international orgamizaithin the meaning of international
law.

29. However, although the CSCE/OSCE was not foundetthe basis of an agreement
under international law, Austria has noted thabulgh the creation and development of an
institutional CSCE/OSCE structure including permdnaestitutions at and since the

1990 Paris Summit, the OSCE now has its own detisiaking apparatus separate from the
participating States and concludes legally bindiggeements with participating States. In
Austria’s view, this demonstrates that the OSCEiha®asingly acquired the status of a
legal entity under international law and that tletigipating States increasingly accept this.

16 OSCE Staff Regulation 5.02(c), Staff Regulabddb and Staff Rule 5.05.1.

17 CSCE/4-C/Dec.2, paragraph 3.

18 Federal Law on the Legal Status of the OSCHtuisins in Austria, OSCE Law, Federal Gazette
(BGBI.) No. 511/1993 as amended.
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Austria has therefore now found itself in a positio recognize the OSCE as a legal entity
under international law and hence to conclude ddpegrters agreement with it — as with the
other international organizations with headquarnteigienna — to replace the OSCE Law.
This is Austria’s prerogative, as the 1993 Romer@dDecision places the responsibility
upon each participating State for deciding howremglegal status, privileges and
immunities to the OSCE, its officials and the reygr@atives to it, in accordance with the
State’s constitutional and related requirementd,tha 1994 Budapest Summit declared that
participating States would examine possible waysootluding treatie’

30.  The existing privileges and immunities for ®8CE under the OSCE Law are
maintained, except that they are now regulated haalquarters agreement, as is customary
for international organizations, rather than bgdefral law. The Agreement, which was
signed on 14 June 2017 and whose basic principlegcordance with the OSCE Law,
correspond to those found in the Headquarters Ageeewith the United Nations in Vienna,
therefore brings no change in the legal situatiwh aractice concerning the status of the
OSCE and its officials in Austria. However, the clusion of a headquarters agreement with
the OSCE represents an important contribution byhtbst State and the 2017 Austrian
Chairmanship to consolidating the legal statushief@rganization. At the time of writing the
Agreement was pending submission for parliamerdggproval.

Arrangement between the OSCE and Poland

31. On 28 June 2017, Poland concluded a new “Agaramt between the OSCE and the
Republic of Poland regarding the Status of the O8Qke Republic of Poland”, which
provides for comprehensive treatment of the OSGKfficials and the representatives to the
OSCE, and contains additional provisions necedsargver the hosting of the ODIHR’s
headquarters in Warsaw. The negotiations weratediin order to replace the earlier
national measures of 1991 for the hosting of th€ E®ffice of Free Elections in Warsaw
and in 1992 for the hosting of the ODIHR. As refered in the 1993 Rome Council
Decision?® the treatment granted by Poland was comparatiteataccorded to the United
Nations and its personnel and representatives Tthé@ same level of treatment has been
maintained in the new Arrangement, which at theetofiwriting is pending parliamentary
approval.

Option 4

32. Given the increased interest in Option 4 thad articulated to the Austrian
Chairmanship as the year progressed and spegffioathe third meeting of the IWG,
representatives of the participating States consig®©ption 4 were invited to an informal
meeting convened on 18 October 2017 in the prenoistt® Permanent Mission of Austria
to the OSCE. Twenty-nine participating States weesent. Of those, nine indicated that
they were seriously considering Option 4, fourttbeat they were considering it, two that
they were not considering it, and four that theg ha instructions.

33. Option 4 would involve a group of participatiBtates agreeing to amend slightly and
conclude the 2007 Draft Convention and to bringt force between themselves. In that

19 1994 Budapest Summit Decision | on strengthettingCSCE.
20 CSCE/4-C/Dec.2, paragraph 3.
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way, the group would implement identical treatmefithe OSCE, its officials and the
representatives to it, rather than further fragnmgnsuch treatment by each of them
separately adopting national legislation or conicigdilateral agreements with the OSCE.
All interested participating States could join taft Convention if they wished, leaving the
participating States not interested in Option 4 fi@ meet their commitments pursuant to the
1993 Rome Council Decision in some other way.

Practice of other States

34.  The most serious challenges facing the Aus@iaairmanship in 2017 concerned
issues arising in the field operations, in paricihe safety and security of OSCE officials in
fluid environments. A landmine explosion which résd in the death of a member of the
Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine and the injuf two other mission members on

23 April 2017 was a tragedy unparalleled in CSCEIGistory. From a legal point of view,
it is notable that participating States turnedi® ©SCE — as an international organization —
to manage the responses and subsequent measurest &n the States of nationality of the
victims. This is significant, as it is indicativé the recognition by the participating States
that, consistent with its status and general ppiesiof international civil service law, it is the
OSCE which is under the primary obligation of datycare in respect of OSCE officials. In
other words, the OSCE has the capacity to proteatjared official and it is the OSCE
which is accountable in the first place, not that&bf nationality of the injured official or
other State that may be entitled to bring a clamhis/her behalf. This was precisely the
situation that led to the 1949 Advisory Opinion“&®eparation for Injuries Suffered in the
Service of the United Nations”, in which the Coewhcluded that the United Nations enjoys
international legal personality.

Practice of international organizations

35. In contrast to the ongoing internal debatehenl¢gal status of the OSCE, other
international organizations recognize the inteoral legal personality of the OSCE by
routinely concluding agreements with it on an edpgis.

36.  This is most notably true of the United NatiéhBuilding on the previously
concluded 1993 “Framework for Co-operation and @tration between the United Nations
Secretariat and the Conference on Security andpgéoation in Europe” (1993 Framework)
and the observer status that the OSCE enjoys atritied Nations? the United Nations
Secretariat and the OSCE Secretariat concludedrsatt Understanding on

20 September 2017. Pursuant to the Letters of ditmledting, the United Nations and the
OSCE will deepen their collaboration in the are®8CE’s access to the United Nations

21 The relationship between the OSCE and the UNggtbns was formalized during the period of
transformation of the (then) CSCE from a periodinference with merely deliberative functions to an
international organization entrusted with operadiactivities. The CSCE 1992 Helsinki Summit
solemnly declared its “understanding that the C&C&regional arrangement in the sense of
Chapter VIl of the Charter of the United NatioAs. such, it provides an important link between
European and global security. The rights and resipdities of the Security Council remain unaffette
in their entirety. The CSCE will work together adgwith the United Nations especially in prevegtin
and settling conflicts.”

22 The United Nations General Assembly granted vesetatus to the CSCE as an international
organization, UN Doc. A/RES/48/5, 13 October 1993.
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Systems Contracts and technical training coursesiged by the Department of Field
Support, and may expand the collaboration to aiheas as defined by mutual agreement.

37.  Torespond to the above-mentioned landmineosign of 23 April 2017, in May and
June 2017 the OSCE concluded necessary legal amargs with the International
Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission (IHFFC), ayedtablished under Article 90 of the
Additional Protocol | to the 1949 Geneva Convertgidor the IHFFC to use its good offices
to set up an independent forensic investigatiot) (ifo the incident. The IHFFC and the
OSCE concluded a series of agreements to estdbédifrl, providing forjnter alia, absolute
confidentiality requirements which will not expugon completion of the IFI and specifying
the OSCE as the sole possessor of the archivasdetathe IFlI upon completion.

38.  The actions taken independently by the OSChasternational organization in
respect of the tragedy were as follows: the Permia@euncil adopted a “Declaration of
Support for the Special Monitoring Mission in Ukrai?® and called for a swift, thorough
and impatrtial investigation into the incident ard@untability. The OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office tasked the Secretary Geneital forming and deploying an
independent team of experts to conduct a forerastIplast scene investigation and compile
a report for the Secretary General, to be sharddtive Chairmanship. For his part, the
Secretary General had already immediately taske®ffice of Internal Oversight (OIO)

with carrying out an internal investigation to detene whether regulations, rules, policies,
procedures, instructions and best practices haal flolewed, in particular the applicable
security procedures. This was the point at whiehShcretary General, in response to the
Chairmanship’s tasking, turned to the IHFFC. Thiewgs independently composed by the
IHFFC in June 2017. The IFI report was submittetheoSecretary General in August 2017
and presented to the Permanent Council in Septed@dgr. The OIO report was distributed
to participating States in October 2017. Throughbist period continuous contact was
maintained by the OSCE with the injured officiatelahe family of the deceased, as well as
the States of nationality of the victims, to kelerh informed of the status of the
investigation. At present, the Secretary Genematpnsultation with the Chairmanship, is
considering, so as not to impede the course atgsa (partial) waiver of immunity to allow
co-operation with the criminal investigation opetwdUkraine into the incident.

39. In the past year, as was the case in previeasythe OSCE also concluded a number
of agreements with the European Union for extraktealy financing of OSCE programmes
and projects. INTERPOL and the OSCE concludedrd gation plan designed to facilitate
closer co-operation between the two organizations.

Conclusion

40.  While the IWG did not succeed in achieving @mssis on the current four options for
strengthening the legal framework of the OSCE Jékiel of participation in the meetings,
including from capitals, and the depth and breadtine discussion of all aspects of the legal
framework demonstrate that active pursuit of thédter is a common goal. The consideration
being given to Option 4 by over half of the pagating States suggests that the time may be
ripening for placing the OSCE on a firmer legaltfog, at a minimum by consolidating a
core group of participating States that agree amtgrg legal protection identical to that
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conceptualized in the 2007 Draft Convention onlthiernational Legal Personality, Legal
Capacity, Privileges and Immunities of the OSCE.

41.  The recognition of the international legal pesdity of the OSCE through

multilateral or bilateral treaties incontrovertitdgtablishes the OSCE as a subject of
international law, a status which the Austrian @mainship has concluded the OSCE already
enjoys on ale factobasis. Even if the original intention of the peigating States was not to
create an international legal person, the actesefXSCE/OSCE decision-making bodies have
had the consequence of creating one, as its opesadnd its treatment are otherwise not
explicable in legal terms. In fact the mandatestastls assigned by consensus to the OSCE
have clear operational aspects which are manifett@territories of OSCE participating
States. The OSCE'’s operational dimension is at Esagnportant as its deliberative
dimension. That view is consistent with the unaniscecognition of the OSCE patrticipating
States that the strength of the OSCE lies indisl fbperations, which constitute its real added
value in the European security architecture.

42. The Austrian Chairmanship, representing the ES@rincipal host State, has taken
the step of recognizing the status of the OSCEsathpect of international law by concluding
a headquarters agreement with the OSCE which, wiegrters into force, will replace
Austria’s federal law on the OSCE. Austria will tioie to foster the realization of Option 4,
with a view to furthering the Organization’s statheugh a multilateral treaty in which
States Parties will adopt the provisions agreezkpert level in 2007; in so doing, it will
contribute towards defragmenting and consolidatiegstatus and treatment of the OSCE, its
officials and the representatives to it, giving @8CE the status it merits and needs in order
to function.

43. In 2017, the Informal Working Group on Strerggting the Legal Framework has
once again proven itself to be an appropriate nr@éshmand a valuable forum for dialogue
where this core aspect of the OSCE's existencéeatiscussed, co-ordinated and addressed.



