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— Pycunan! Pycnan! Kaupaiiua? Byn smHe Kuliraasigap?

— Keuup, AKbLi. ByJ ceH yuyH Tyypa KOJI.

— Mesn yuya? PycnaH, MEHUH ZOCYMCYH To0!

— Oob6a. OmoHAYKTaH CEHU YIIYJI JKepre ajblll KeJUI OTypaM.

— Pycaan, men OyJa agaMgapabl TaaHbIOaiim!

— TaambImIacely MIAIIIAN.

— Pycnan, MeH ceHHU JOCyM e KYProM...

— Qoba. Meu — cenuH AocyHEMYH. Byx :Kep cara xarar.

— Pycnan, 0ys smue Kularaubig? Men OyJ agaMaapAbl TaaHbIOaiM
Iem sxkaram ro!

— Boagy amu. Kupuwn yiire.

— #K0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0K! — gem KBIHKBIPBIN JKATKAH JKEePUMIEH Oi-
TOHIYM.

— Pycaan! Pycaau! Kak xe tak?..

— WsBunu, Axsra. Tax Oyzer ayuiie.

— Jlyumre gaa koro? PycusaH, THI dKe MO# apyr!
— Ha. ImeHHO mOTOMY £ TaK IIOCTYIIAO.

— PycimaH, A He 3HAI0 3THUX JOAel!..

— IlosmaxoMUIIIbCA.

— Pycnan, s nymaj, Mbl Apy3bsl..

— JTa. M1 — apysbsa. Tebe 3mech OyaeT XOPOIIIO.
— O uém ThI, PycsaH, s He 3HAIO 3TUX JIOAeli!
— Bcé. 3axoau B mom. He compoTusisiics.

— He-e-e-e-e-e-1!.. — 3aKpuyang 1 — U IPOCHYJICSH.

— Ruslan! Ruslan! How come?

— Forgive me, Akyl. It is better this way.

— Better for whom? Ruslan, you are my friend, aren’t you?

— Yes. That’s the reason I am doing it.

— Ruslan, I do not know these people!

— You have time on your side.

— Ruslan, I thought we were friends.

— Yes, we are. You will like it here.

— What are you talking about? I have no idea who these people are,
Ruslan.

— Cut it out. Go inside, now. Do not resist.

— Nooooo! — I was screaming.



JHKyperym TeoImyMaeH UBITHII KeTeHWH [gem KATBIITHIP. OMHE
0oJyn KaTKAHBIMIBLI TAKBIP TYIIYHO aJybail KaTTBIM. «JPTEH asaja
ajmaM», — JereH Oi JKYPOKKe Oup caiiranmaii 6oJxmy.

Oitroaaym. Tyimym Typa: OelTaHBIII ajaMAap MeHH YOOUYH Yire
aJbINl KeJaumuntup. Toi 6osym sKaTKaH sKeH. Bupoxk MeH KybGaHra-
HBIM KOK. KalimaH »Kypyn Kyb0aHaMmM, MeHM ajia Kauyblll KeJuM Ka-
ThIllica. MeH Jarbl OIOJIOPTO OKIIOIN, OPKUHAHALI 9PTEH, KYH UBIK-
KaHga, ajJa KauKaH JKaTIaibIHObI.

Amnama uypKagbIM, JKaTa 9JieK dKeH:

— Amna! Amal

— Anmneii, 6asam, sMmHe 0osAy? OMHEe yKTaball »KYPOCcYH?

— Ama, xamau TyIII KepayM. TyIryM/ae MeH ajia Kaubll KeTUIITUTITHD.

— WKaraapma TamMakThl a3bipaak JKeIl Kepek.

— Amna!

— Bac, xarubl, aliTaHaliblH, KOPYHTOHAYH OaIllblH CYiiae0eii. Ip-
TeH, WUII KOIl.

Cepaiie OelrieHo cTy4YaJso B rpyau. 1 He MOHMMAJ, TAe A U UYTO IPO-
HCXOOUT. «§l 3aBTpa KEeHIOCh», — BHYTPEHHUM T'0JIOCOM IIPOPBAIach
PeaJbHOCTh B MOUM HOUYHOW KOIIIMAap.

B MoéM cHe He3HaKOMBIE JIOAUW IIPUBE3JIU MEHS B JOM, B UYIKOU
mom. Tam ObIg IpasgHUK, HO 9TO ObLI He MOI mpasgHuk. M mMHe He
On1710 Becesio. Jla. MHe He GBLIO BECEJIO, IOTOMY UTO MEHS OXUTUJIN —
TakK JKe, KaK d X0Uy 3aBTpa NOXUTUTHb OPKUHAMN.

f mobesxas K MmaMe, OHa eIé He cIaja:

— Mama! Mawmal!

— Yro cayuuiaoch, celHOK? Ilouemy He crnminb?

- MaMa, MHE IIPUCHUNJICA CTpaH.IHBIfI COH — YTO MeHdA HOXI/ITI/IJII/I!

— He Hamo OBLIO MHOTO €CThb II€Pea CHOM.

— Mamal!

— WUnpu, moxuch cuaTh. 3aBTPa OTBETCTBEHHBIN IeHbB.

When I woke up my heart was about to jump out. I could not under-
stand at first where I was and what was going on. “I’m getting married
tomorrow,”— my inner voice rushed into my nightmare.

In my dream strangers took me home it was not mine. People were
celebrating but it was not my celebration. I did not have fun either.
Right. I did not feel it, because I was kidnapped, same way as I planned
to kidnap Erkinay tomorrow.

I run to mom, she was still awake:

— Mom! Mom!

— What happened, son? Why are you still awake?

— Mom, I had nightmare, that I was kidnapped.

— Do not eat so much before going to bed.

— Moooom!






— Ama, aTaM 9KeeHODP KaHTUI YHJIOHIYHeDP dje?

— AraH 9Kee0y30y? AKbla, Oya smHe gered cypoojop? Cypauy
MaaJabl TalKaH sKeHcuH. JKaTubl. OpTeH spTe Typadni3. Bac.

— Amna, MeH spTeH IPKUHANABI albIl KeabeiM.

— Aii ramTei0aunl? AKBIIBIHAH adgaHabpiHOBI? Bangam, capcamaa
00100uy. TOMKYHIAHBII »KATBIII, TAHTBIN aTachbiy. sJHlararoii. Baapsr
JKaKIIbI 00JIOT.

— Ama! Men agamabl yypaaiibaiim!

— CeH agaMbl yyparad »KOKCYH — CeH KeJIMH aJIbII KeJreH aTa-
ceig! Tymyuayuoy? Bya smue gereH ces3mepyH? daauH O0apAbIrbl dJe
VIIMHTUI YHAJIOHOT.

— Ama, MeH aJIbIll KeJg0eliM OpKuHaNAbI!

— DBbunkbIpabarelHbIE?! YIAy COION CANIBIK, OOOPCOKTY uapasialm
OBIIIBIPHITT KOUAYK, JAaCTOPKOHTO TaAMaKTaPALIH OAPABITHIH AJIBIIT KOUIYK.
OMHe gereH UbIrbIMAap! A ceH 00JCO, abIl Kesbeiim geiicuH! BhINBLIKEI
JKBLIIBIH TYIITYMYHOH TYIIIKOH aKUYaHBIH 0APbITBIH YIITYJI TOMTIO KOPOTTYK.

— Mama, KaK BBI C IAIIOM MOXKEHUJIUCH?

— M=w1? Axkbii, Hy uTo 3a Bompochi? OHU He K MecTy. JIo:KuCH
cmaTrh. 3aBTpa HaM BCeM PAaHO BCTaBATh.

— Mawma, A 3aBTpa He IPUBE3y DPKUHAM.

— TsI uro? Ouymes, uto au? ITO BCE OT BOJHeHUs. Bcé Oyger xo-
portro. Mau, jmoKuch CIaTh.

— Mawma! d me 6yay moxwuinaTrh uesoBeKal

— 9To He yesioBeK — 3To HeBecTa! U ThI eé mpuBeséms! dToro pas-
roBopa BOOOIIe He AOJIKHO OBITh! Bece Tak »KeHsaTcs.

— Mawma, a1 He puBe3y eé!

— Tsr uro Takoe rosopuiib?! Mbl 3apesanum KOpPOBY, BCE I'OTOBO,
O0OpcoKM caesanau, Ha CTOJ BCE Kynuiau.. Takue pacxoanl moHecsu!
TsI uTo mpugymbIBaelrb? MbI BCE, UTO coOpaiu ¢ ypoKas, IOTPATUIN
HaA TBOIO JKEHUTHOY!

— Go, go sleep. Tomorrow is the day.

— Mom, how was it for you and dad? How did you get married?

— Us? Akyl, what kind of question is that? Not a good one. Go sleep.
Everyone should be up early tomorrow.

— Mother, I will not bring Erkinay tomorrow.

— What? Are you crazy? This is stress speaking. Everything will be
alright. Go sleep.

— Mooom! I am not going to kidnap a person!

— She is not a person she is a bride! And you will do what needs to be
done! There is no time for this nonsense! This is the way it is. Everyone
gets married this way.

— Mom, I am not going to bring her!

— You're speaking nonsense! We stabbed the cow, everything is
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— Ama, MeH umTen, 6apIbITHIH KaliTapbhlill OepeM. Bupok, spren
yiineHOOM.

— AKBLI, MEHU OJITYPOUVH [ell »KaTaChbIHObI?

— Amna, xeuup mMeHu. BUpoOK, MeH Oy KaajJloOOHOPAY aTKapa al-
oarim!

— Oii, KygmatipiM aii! Arama KaHTuI aiitam? OJAAUH 0aapblH YaKbI-
pein canb6ageik6nr! Toxror! ToxTor Oya KeOumau! Kenuumu ajabin
KeJIleH KOJIyHIAaH Kejbece, CEHCH3 dJe aJIbII Kejaebus e3yoys!

— Kox!

— Oo6a!

— Amna, MeH 4euTuM.

— Oit 6y 8MHe KBLITaHbIH?

Anampabie bIfibiHA Ublfabail, JKYPOTrYM KBICHIJIBIIN, YHAOH YypKarax
00MI0H Kaublilo YBLIKTEIM. TYH sKapeiM. Koany sspumn 6apa KaTThIM.
OpKMHANABIH KBIJIMAWrald sjJecH Ke3 ajAbIMAa TYpPAYy. OpKUHANIBI

— Mama, s Bcé Bam oThgaMm. Bcé BepHY mo Komeiiku. Ho a He XKe-
HIOCH 3aBTpal

— AKbLI, Yy MeHd ceifuac cayunTcs OpucTyi. Tel 3TOoT0 fo0uBaeIbea?

— Mawma, npocTu, HO A He Mmory. He mory!

— O mebeca! Uro s crkaxy TBoemy oTiy?! M=l ke Jrofeii mossajm!
Bcé, npekparu! He xouems Be3Tu — MbI caMu €€ IpuBe3ém!

— Bu1 HE cmoiKerTe.

— Emé xax cmosxem!

— Mawma, a pemuJ.

— 3a uTO MHe TaKoe HakasaHwue!

f He Mor GoJibllle CJBIIIATH ILJIAY ¥ NPUYKUTAHKWS MaMbl W BbIOE-
Kajg u3 aoMa. DBblia mosHoub. §I IIéa ¥ BCIOMHUHAJN YJIBIOKY Op-
KMHAai, BCIOMHUHAJ, KaK OHA Bcerga Obljla NPUBETJIMBA CO MHOM.

ready, we made the borsoki, and everyone is invited. We spent so much!
All the money we collected from the harvest we have spent on your
wedding

— Mom, I will pay it back. Every penny. But I am not getting mar-
ried tomorrow!

— Akyl, I am having a heart attack now. Is this what you want?

— Mom, forgive me. But I cannot. I cannot!

— Oh heavens! What am I going to tell you father? We invited ev-
eryone! This is it! Stop it! If you don’t want to bring her— we will do it!

— But you cannot.

— We will!

— Mom, this is my decision.

— For what do I deserve this? What I did wrong?
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ajla KauKaHBIM/JbI 3JIECTETUIl, aHBIH KOPKYHYY CE3UMJIEPUH 3JecTe-
TUII aJbIll, TepeH oiro 6arreiM. Oiionm KepceM, Kajla Kajca MeH ara
sKaraap-sKaKIachbIMIbl Jarbl CypabamTBIPMBIH. AMaMABIH BIHBI KY-
JarbIMIa KaHbBIPBIN, KEeTIel KaTTbl. BUPOK 63YMAYH UYeUdMMUMIeH
KalTnaiMbIH JeTeH ce3uM Kypu Oosym Typay. JocTopyMma dYasisim,
KUUMHYEPISK ajla KayaObI3 Ael KaJill Ce3AY alTThIM:

— Camar, mocyM, dpTeH MeHeH KeJjbeil ajie Koil. Bamrka KyHYy ajabin
KeJMe#r 0oJyM.

— Jlocke, sMHe 00JyI KeTTu?

— 9u Hepce OOJroH XOK. BapAbIrsl dKalbIHIA.

— Oif smHe O0oayll KeTTu? IMHE AYXYH KeTIeil :KaTaonr?

— WKoxk. Teckepucunue. MeH e3yMAy VIIYHAAH KYYTYY, YEUKUH-
IYY Ce3WI TypaM.

— 94 Hepce TYNIYHTOH KOKMYH. Meiyin aliTKaHbIHJAl 60JI0T, JOCYM.

— WNunii, aman gerenuu... MeHukuaep TejaedoH yaica, aabaii sie
KOii, CYHJeIIme.

Memnbire Bcero MHE XOTEJOCh, UTOOBI OHA IEpPesKUJa MOXUIIEHUeE.
51 HuKorjma y Heé€ He cmpalrmBaJj, HPaBJIOCh Jau A eii. I ocosHana,
4TO, JKejas ObIThb C Hell, g MOCTyIIalo KaKk AuWKapb. Iloau MaMbl 3Be-
HeJ B yirax. Ho s ObII HacTpOeH PeIIuTeNbHO.

§1 T03BOHUI APY3HAM U CKas3asl, UYTO MOXUIIEHNE MePEeHOCUTCS:

— Camar, apyr, He Ipue3’KaiiTe yTpoM, ajla Kauyy IIepeHOCUTCA.

— Yo cayunioch?

— Huuero. Bcé oramuHO.

— Crpauuo. He morumaro, uro npoucxoaut. Tsl uTo, cTpycui?

— Her. HaoGopor. TakuM CHUIBHBIM M PEIINTEILHBIM S HUKOIIA
eIré He OBLI.

— Kax crakemb, ApyT.

— U emé ogHo: He Oepu TPYyOKY, ecsiu OYAYT 3BOHUTH MOU POSUTEIIH.

I could no longer stand mom’s crying and so I and ran out of the
house. Night was all around me. I was walking and thinking of Erkinay’s
smile and the way she was always so nice to me. A kidnapping was the
last thing I wanted her to experience. I had never actually asked if she
liked me. I realized how savage it would seem. I still heard mom’s cry-
ing, but I had made my decision. I called my friends and said the whole
thing was postponed:

— Samat, brother, do not come in the morning, we’ll do it later.

— What has happened?

— Nothing. All is good.

— Hm. I don’t get it. What is going on? Are you chickening out?

— Nope. The other way around, I have never felt stronger.

— As you say, bro.






— Oi1 smHe sJie 00JYI KaTaChIH?
— Baparwire! skavipiaga. Mara uiteHun. OpTeH MeHeH KeJ0ei aJie Koi.
Banpapra marel aiT KeJauIImecuH. YKTa. OPTeH TUWNUI KeTeM cara.

Omrentun TenedOH apKBLIYY AOCTOPYM MeHEeH KadapJiallbiil, Ip-
KUHAWOBIH VHAYVH Ke3Ael camap ajjbiM. Tyyran-TyyIIKaHzap KOIIy-
JIYTI aJibIll, IPKUHAUABI ajla KauaT JereH KOPKYHYY YOH OOJyH KaT-
ThI. AJlap KeJquWm Kajica, MEeH aHbl KYTKapPBIMIBIM KepeK eIl OMJIoNn
skarTeiM. JKamroo tamammackl. MeH OpKHMHAWILI ©3YMIOH KOPTOII
skarTeiM. CaaTTel KapacaM — TYHKY 2. ©3yMm TyHre 0aThim, KYype-
T'YM OHro OATBIN KATThI. OPTEH MeHeH Yire KaHTui 6apam? — [mer,
capcanaa Ooxayn kaTThiM. Tay arTbin OamTazpl. AmaMaapra capcaHaa
0OJIYII JKATTBIM, OMPOK KaHTAWIBIP OUD KEeHUJIIUK CE3UI KAaTThIM,
Tyypa 4eunM KaObIJ ajJraHbIM ©3YMe aHbIK Ooayn :xarTel. Caar 7xe
OpKuHaAll gapbasachblHAaH YBIKTHI. MeH KOH raHa KyMyIIITall, aHbIH
KoeuecYHIe O0apaTKaHmai 00JIyIl, aHbl aPTHIHAH KYYI XKEeTTUM:

— Jla uro mpoucxoxutT?..
— Huuero. IloBepbcs mue. IIpocTo He mpuesskaiiTe KO MHe C yTpa.
HoroBop ormensierca. Cru. §I 3aBTpa cam K Tebe 3aeny.

Taxum 0o0pasoM s IIEPEroBOPHUJI €I€ C ABYMSA APY3bAMU U II0€XaJl
K JoMy OpKMHAM, omacasch, UTO MOU APY3bs BCE-TAKU MPHUEAYT 3a
Heli. S xoTen 3amUTUTEL e€. I AymMaJ o Bcell HEJIETIOCTU CUTYAI[UU: s
3amuInag dpKuHait oT camoro cebsa. CTpesllKM Ha yacax IMOKa3bIBAJIU
IBa yaca Houu. Ha gymre Ob110 Ta:xeno. Cepare c:KUMAaJIOCh OT MBIC-
JU, 4TO yTpoM mpupérca uatu momoii. Cramo ceerarh. M XoTss MHe
OBLJIO TPEBOYKHO U He IMOKHUAAJO YYBCTBO BUHBI II€Pe] POAUTEIAMU, s
OIIYTHUJI BHYTPEHHIOI PAJOCTh OT IIPUHATOrO MHOIO PEIIeHN.

..B 7 yTpa 9pKuMHaH BBIILIA U3 CBOEro AoMa. §1 caemas BUI, YTO
IIPOCTO UAY IO YJIUIlE U OKJIUKHYJ eeé:

— One more thing: do not pick up if my parents call you.

— Hey, what is going on?

— Nothing. Trust me. Just come tomorrow morning. Our agreement
is no longer. Sleep. I will drop by tomorrow.

I called two other friends with the same message and went to Erkinay’s
house afraid that my friends could come and get her anyway. I wanted
to protect her in case they would. I thought of how absurd this situation
was: I was protecting her from myself. It was two in the morning and
my thoughts would not let me free. My heart ached with the thought
that I would need to go home in the morning. Dawn drew in. Despite
my mixed feelings about my parents I felt an inner joy over the decision
that I had taken. At 7 I saw Erkinay leaving her house. I pretended
I was just there walking down her street and shouted:
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— JpKuHAaiil

— Axprn? Canam. Kampaticeig? JKakbiH :xepje KamaiicbliHObI?

— Kox. KoHOKTOH.

— KuMauKuHIe KOHOKTO 0O0JAYVH,?

— TyHAVKYHIS.

— Xaxaxaxa. ConyH ro!

— Kymymka 6apaTacblHOBI?

— Ooba.

— KymymyHay sKaKIIbl KepecyH 00JyII Kepek 3?

— YniHBIH aliTcaM, aHya Jejie sMec. BUpox Oyropca »KaKIbl sJie.
Axua yoryaryn kartam. OKyyra 6apaiiblH gAereH oiyopym 6ap. Myra-
JUM OOJITYM KeJeT.

— Koituy? BunbenTupmus.

— Menu OUBAWH amKaHaAa TUPOKKY OBITIBIPTaH bl JKAKIIIEI KOPOT
nenus Oese?

— Oo6a. CoHyH KacaliCblH I'0, OIIEHTUI OMJIOTOM.

— JpKuHAaiil

— Axprn? Canam. Kak mena? Twl KuUBEIIb IJe-TO 31eCh?

— Her. { 011 B rocTax.

— ¥ Koro?

— ¥ Houm.

— Xa-xa-xa. Kak 3goposo!

— Ter Ha pabory, ma?

— Ha.

— Tebe HpaBuTcs TBOs padora?

— He ouens. Ho s Komaro JeHbIW, 4TOOBI IIOEXATh YUYUTHCI. 1
OYEeHb XOYYy BBIYUUTHCA HA YUUTEJIBHUILY.

— IlpaBga? §1 me sHaJ.

— TsI gymMaj, 4TO MHE OUYEHb HPABUTCS JKAPUTh MUPOKKM B HAIIEHN
CTOJIOBO#?

— Erkinay!

— Akyl? Salam. How is everything? You have a girlfriend some-
where nearby?

— Nope. I was someone’s guest.

— Whose guest were you?

— I was guest of the night.

— Hahaha. Whatever!

— Are you going to work?

— Aga.

— Do you like your job?

— Not really. But I am saving to go study. I want to become a teacher.

— Really? I did not know.

— You thought I enjoy baking pies for our canteen?

11



— Cara xakKca, *KaKIIIbl aHfa. BUPOK amImo3uyayK OyJa MEeHUH UbI-
HBITBI KaJIOOM 9Mec, MeH Oajmapra KbIPTbI3 THUJ, afaduaTTaH cadax
Oeprum KeJer.

— WKarisl. AHBIH KaKThl Mara, CeH ©3YH, Ja Mara sKarachlH,.

— AKBmII...

— OpKUHaM, OumecuHOu OeII-aJaThl caaT Mypla MeH CeHHU aJjia Ka-
YaWbIH JeIl JKaTKaM.

— Kaupaiiua?

— Kok. Kok. Kerneun. Cypanam. MeH KaarbI3MbIH OyJI JKepre.
Kerneun. Kopkmo. MeH KaJarbIl3MbIH.

— Koroaryu! Homobo mara! MeH ceHU KaKIIbl 0aja Ael JKYpce.

IpKuHall agbail KOPKym KeTTu. ApPTBHIH Kapabail wyypkam, yiyHe
Kupun Kertu. TenedoHYyMAy ajia Kajbll OPKUHANUTA JKA3ABIM: «IP-
KWHal, Keuup MeHU, MeH UYBIHBIHJZA 9Ji¢ CeHU ajla KauaWblH JereH
oM Oap 0oauy, OMpPOK OyJl OOMZAH Oall TapTThIM». Kapacam, MeHHu

— Jla. Ouu y Te6s TaKkue BKYCHBIE.

— §I pama, uTo oHu TebGe HpaBaATcsa. Ho a4 mMeuraio mpemnomaBaTh fe-
TAM KBIPTBI3CKUN A3BIK U KBIPTBI3CKYIO JUTEPATYPY.

— 3mopoBo. MHe HpaBUTCS TBOA HIed U Thl MHE TOXKe HPABUIIbCA.

— AKBbLI...

— 3Haelb, OPKUHAaM, elé HeCKOJbKO YacOB Ha3aJd s XO0TeJl YKPacThb
Tebs.

— Yro?..

— Her. Her. IIpomy Tebsa, He yxomu. I ogmH 3meck. He yxonu.
IIpomry Te6s1. He Goiica. A ogumn.

— Yxoau! Youpaiica!  gymasna, 4To ThI XOPOIIUHA HapeHb.

IpKUHAN OUYeHb HCIIyraJjach 1 3ade:kayia obpaTHo gomoii. f oTmpa-
BUJI el coo0IieHmne: «IPKUHAN, I X0TeJ TeOs YKpacTh — 3TO IpaBia,

— Yes. They are really good.

— I appreciate that you like them, really. But I dream to teach chil-
dren, to teach Kyrgyz language and literature.

— Sounds like a good plan. I like your idea and I like you too.

— Akyl...

— You know, Erkinay, several hours ago I was about to kidnap you.

— What..?

— No. No. Please don’t go. It is only me here. Don’t go. Please. Don’t
be afraid. I am alone.

— Go! Get out! I thought you were a good guy.

Erkinay was scared and went back to her house. I sent her sms
«Erkinay, I wanted to kidnap you — this is true, please forgive me.
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OJIOKKO CaJIbIl KOIONTYpP. YHAY Kesmei :xos angbiM. CaaT TaHKBI 7.
Yiige sxeHesepuM KYProH 9KeH, alaM TerepeK-uyeThHe Japbl-JapMeK-
TepAu JKaWHaTBII KOOI, TOIIOKTO JKATBIITHIP. ATaM 6aKTa JKYPYITYP:

— Ara.

— WrrtuH ra”a 6ajackl, YBITBII KeTKUHUH MEHUH YHAYMIoH!

— Ara, KeunpuHU3 MEHMU.

— Busngu sMHe OIOHUYYK KepyIl artacklHObI? MaJ coror, saauH 6aa-
PBIH YaKBIPHIN cajdraHAaH Kuiina? Bys sMHe JereH aKMaKTBIK!?

— Ata. Arake. MeH KopoTyJrad akuaHbIH OapABITBIH KalTapbId
O0epem. Keunpumn KooHy3uy MeHM!

— «YiineHem» gem mara Oainka anTnareiHbiH! MeH e3yMAYVH Imap-
3BIMILI aTKapAbIiM. Bepelinu mereH 6aTaMIbl ajlraH KOKCYH.

— Ara. Kaupaiiua aarad »KokcyH!? Ara, MeH agaMAbl YPAOOLOH
O6amr TapTThiM. MeH cuiep YHJIOH JereHWHepre KOHYI, CHUJIEpTe Ka-
TbIHAM el MaKyJ 00JyI, CYHJOINIKeH KbI3BIM JKOK OOJTOHAYKTAaH,
aHBI ajla Kaublll KeJIeMUH el MaKyJ OOoJIayM.

mpocTu MeHsA 3a 5T70. Ho a mepemyman». S cran mmcars eil cienyro-
Iee cooOIleHne, HO OHA MeHs 3abJOKHpoBaa.

5 moexasm momoii. Brimo 7 wacoB yrpa. lloma cyeTmauch Mou Ke-
HeIIKM, MaMa JieXKaja B IOCTeJN — BOKPYI ObLIM JexkapcrBa. Orelr
XOAUJ B cany.

— Ilama...

— Y0Oupaiicsa 13 MOEro goma, IeHOK!

— Ilama, mpocTute mMeHd.

— Mpsr uro Tebe, urpymiru? Co3Baau Bech HApPOM, 3ape3ajn CKOTH-
Hy! TeI uTO 0 cebe BozoMHMI?!

— ITama, a orgam Bce meHbru. Ob6emmato. IIpocTure mens!

— Huxkorpga 6oJibilie He IOBOPU MHE, YTO XOUelllb sKeHuThesa! S cBoit
IOJTr Imepen ToOoi BHIMOJHMI. I X0oTen maTh Tebe CBOE GJarocjoBe-
HUe, HO ThI OTKAa3aJjcsa OT Hero!

But I changed my mind». I was going to send another message but
she blocked me. I went home. It was closer to 8. The house was full of
people going to and fro, my mom was in bed surrounded by medicine
and pills. I found my father in the yard:

— Father.

— Get out of my house, you waste!

— Father, forgive me.

— Are you playing with us? We invited everyone, prepared a feast!!
Who do you think you are?

— Dad, I will give back all the money. I promise. Forgive me!

— Never tell me again that you want to get married. I wanted to give
you my blessing, but you ruined it.
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— Wuu anau? 9mHe Goayn KeTTu? OMHere ajia Kaumnail KajaabiH?

— AHTKeHU afaMJbl YypRoo OyJ Tyypa aMec. AHBI yypAam KeJul,
KBIiHAN O0YJ6 KBIJITAaH — Tyypa dMec.

— Tyno ryypa! Aurkenu, oyxa caar! Kem cyiinebeil, Keayme KepyH-
Oeli, apnl KeT!

Omronn KYHAOH TapTHII MEHUWH KAIIOOM JKAIllO0 dMEC 3Jie, O3YHUO
Oup KBIHOO 6oJiy. ATaM CYWUJIOIINIONT MeHU MeHeH. AnaM aHIa-CaH-
Ia cyiijgece gma, sxemeJsen skarThl. Komryrnanap xupun, «Oi, sMHe aJe
0oayn aTtaceiHap? IMHe 00yl KeTTu? OMHE KbI3 OTypOai Koiayoy?»,
— el KaTBIMTHI. AmaMIblH Kool Oeprenu: «Bya Kejgecoo opTomoH
aja Kauyy Tyypa sMec [ell, TypyI ajadafbiObl». BapabIirbl KaTKBIPHII
KYJVI KATBIMITBEI. OMHECHU KYJIKY... Men 6osico CTOro ummume 0a-
puin-reaun Rypaym. Winre Gosrouno, JpKUHAN WINTETeH alllKaHAa-
ra Kyuge xupeMm. Kenebu mecem sje KesbeiiT. jKerem TamarsiM ari
0osi00i1, Kalipa ubiram. JloCTOpPyM, KOIITYHA-KOJIOH, UITUMIETH 0ajagap

— Ilama, sTo He Tak! fI mepegymaJn moxwuimarsh. I HeoOAyMAaHHO
COTrJIACUJICS HA Ballle IPeJoKeHHe JKeHUThCA. Y MeHs He ObLIO Ie-
BYIIKU, U S PEIINJ YKPacThb €€ B yroAy BaM C MaMOH.

— W uro? Ilouemy mepenyman?

— IToTomMy uTO HempPaBUJBbHO MOXUIIATH JIOJAEH U MPUHYKIATD UX
K COKUTEJIbCTBY.

— YTo TBI TaKOe TOBOPUIIL? ITO TPAIUIIUSA. XBATUT HECTHU UYIIb.
Viigu ¢ rias moux BOH!

Hansueimue guu Obliu MydeHumeMm. OTell He pasroBapuBajl €O
MHOM. Mama eciau m oOpalajachk KO MHe, TO TOJBKO C YKOPOM. 3a-
XOQUJIU COCeAU, POACTBEHHUKHM U cHpamuBaiau: «[a uTo y Bac tam
cayunyaock? Uro, meByIIKy He cMorau yKpacth? Wiaum oma me cesa?
Yro npousorriao?» Mama 3710 oTBeuasga: «ITOT AypPaK BAPYT PEIIn,

— Dad. It is not the way you think! I changed my mind; I don’t want
to kidnap her. It was a wrong idea to say yes in the first place when you
pushed me to get married. I did not have a girlfriend and I decided to
kidnap her just to please you and mom.

— And now? What made you change your mind?

— Because it is just wrong to kidnap people and force them live with
you.

— What are you talking about? This is our tradition. Stop talking
bullshit. Get out! I don’t want to see you!

The days that followed were a nightmare. My father did not talk to
me. My mother could only reproach me. Neigbours and relatives came
and asked what had happened, why I hadn’t I been able to kidnap her?
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— OapApIrbl TaMAalllara CaJblll, IIBLIABIHIAI KATBIIITEI. Apagad Oup
skyma orrty. OromMaaH JpKUHAN KeTHel Typay. AINKaHAHBIH D3CUHEH
«IpKuHAll Kaiiga?» — [el, cCypaliblH Aell YeuTuM. KUpUI Kejaum, Te-
PeH, [eM aJblll, CyPalbIH AeceM dJie, IPKUHAN TO3YII UBIKTHI:

— OMHe xeiicun?

— 9pkunait! Kenguubu!? Kaxier 6oarou Typbaiionl! OTkenme cex
KeTHuN KaJAblH... MeH cara sKaKIIbLaam TYIIYHAYPe anbaii KaaabiM.

— 9MHe xelcuy?

— JlarmaH MeHeH NMUPOXKKHU Oepe Oep. Bup Kyma KOK OGOJAYVH,.
Baapsr aae sxaliniagadei? Katiga 6onnys?

— Men asi6aii KOPKTYM. Y6 KAIIBIHBII JKATTBIM.

— IpKuHail, Keunup MeHN. MeH CeHM KOPKYTalblH JereH SMeCMUH.

— Bunem. Komynanapeim aditein 6epau. Baapsr 6user skeH ro.

— Qo6a, saanH 6Gaapsl MILLIABIH KBIJIBII KATBIIIIAT MEHH.

— Buiaem. Cara paxMaTbIMABI aliTaibll gereM. AJia KaumaraHbliHa.
MenuH cyiireaym 6ap. Omony MeHeH 0alll KOIIKYM KeJIeT.

YTO KpacTh — 9TO HEIpPaBUJbHO». Bce cmesnuch. ToabKo MHe He
OBLJIO CMEIIIHO.

A xomgun ma padory B CTO, KasKIBIN AeHb 3aXOQUJ II0€CTh B CTO-
JIOBYIO, T'Ze paborana JpkuHaii. Ho eé tam He Onlm0. C TOro aHSA
npounia Hemeas. Hamo MHOM cMeAJMCh MOU APY3bsi, MOU KOJJIETH C
paboThl U Bce KAWEHTHI. A a1 gyman o0 OpKUHA.

Kak-To s 3amréys B cTOJIOBYIO Ha ob0el M HAOPAJICA CMEJOCTH CIIPO-
CUTHh Y X03SUKU CTOJIOBOI, rae IpKuHai. [lomoiién K mpuaaBry — u
yBUmea DPKUHAMA.

— 9pkuHai! Ter s3gecs! A Tak pax! Tel Torma ymaa. I mHe ycmen
BCEro O0'BACHUT...

— Yro Oygmemn?

— Jlarman u nupo:xok. Teba Hemesaio He ObII0. I'me THI ObIIa?

— §I ucnyramace ouenb. IIpsTanacey moma.

Did she refuse? What had happened? Mom would answer angrily:
“This fool suddenly decided that kidnapping is wrong” Everyone was
laughing. Everyone, but me. I went to work as usual and every day I
would go to the canteen where Erkinay used to work. But she was no
longer there. A week had passed since that day. Everyone would laugh
at me, my friends, my co-workers even clients. But I was thinking
about Erkinay. I went for lunch to the canteen, summoning the brav-
ery to ask the owner where Erkinay was. But when I got there, she
was standing where she used to stand, waiting to greet me:

— What will you order?

— Erkinay! Here you are! I am so happy! You left that day. I did not
have time to explain myself.

— What will you order?
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Mara «Paxmar» mereHuHe CYHYHYI KaTTHIM, AeMEK KEUUPUITUP
meHu. Bupoxk «MeHuWH cyiireHYM 0ap» AeTreHM WUYMMIEH opT 0oJayn
JKaJbIHIAN JKaTThl. JKamTapeiMAbl ubITapOaiiblH [gell, YOH apakKeT
KBLIABIM. JlarMaHBIM MeHEH NUPOKKHHU ajarad O00Hm0H, CTOJIY
Kes3meli OacTeIM. Bup Hepce aiiTallblH meceM, KaIlbIM OAaIlIbIMIbI,
JKYPOTYMIY KaIlTall KajaraHpgai, Oup ce3 unrapa aJjdail KOoHayM.
JKamsimasl KepOecyH [ell, apTThl Kapam OTypyH aJjiabIiM. JsHarmra-
PBIMIBI TOKTOTO aJjibaiiM [eceH, JiarMaHbIMAa THIMBLIJAN TaMUbLIAI
sKaTTel. KyuymMayH OaapblH MHPOKKHIEH UBITAPBIN KATTHIM, AHBI
KaTyy ualHacaMm, KalllTapblM a3alTaHCBIN KaTThI.

— AKBLI, MBIHA Yail ajbll KeJIUM cara.

— Paxmar, 9pKuHaii.

— AKbLI, ceH asbaii :KakIimbl OanmacklH. CeHael Oaamap YaHIa aJie
KesgerneT. KeeueruH KeH, CYHYVH ajabiga.

— Oo6a. CeHVH OUPOKKUH — ajaTTarbigail sie asbaii maaMayy
0OJIYIITYD.

— IIpocTu mens, dpkuHaii. I He xoTea TedsS MyraTh.

— §1 sHaw. f caplmana ucropuio oT cocexeii. Bece 3HAOT.

— IMa. Hago MmHO# Bce m3aeBaioTCs.

— f smaro. Cnacub0, 4TO THI He CAeJaJ 3TOoro. Beab y MeHS eCThb
JIIOOMMBIIA.

S pagoBasica eé «cmacubo», HO CJIE3BI JKIJIM MEHS W3HYTPU OT
BTOTO «y MEHA eCThb JIIOOUMBIN». I MOUyBCTBOBAJ, KAK IIPEJaTEeIbCKN
IIPOCTYIIAIOT CJIE3LI. B35 CBOI JlarMaH M NMUPOKOK W HONATUIICST B
cropoHy croauka. Cen cnmHOM K npuiaBKy. CoJéHble KAl IOJ3JIU
110 MOeMY JIUIY U KallajJu B TapeyKy ¢ JJarMaHoM. §1 sKeBaJl MUPOIKOK
130 BCEX CHUJ, BTO IIOMOTAJI0 MHE OCTAHOBUTH MOMU CJIE3HI.

— AKBLI, BOT A uaii Tebe ImpuHecJa.

— Cnoacubo, OpruHaii.

— Lagman and a pie. I haven’t seen you for a week? Where have
you been?

— I was really scared. I was hiding at home.

— Forgive me, Erkinay. I didn’t mean to scare you.

— I know. I heard the story from our neighbors. Everyone knows.

— Yep. They’re all mocking me.

— I know. Thank you for not kidnapping me. I have a boyfriend.

I was so happy to hear her “thank you”, but tears burned in my eyes
at her mention of a boyfriend. I felt I took my food and went back to
my seat. I sat there with my back to the bar as a tear fell down into my
lagman. I was trying so hard but could not stop my tears from falling.

— Akyl, here is your tea.
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— WKacarauzgsr yiipereiiyuoy?

— Yiiper. Men Tamak jKacaraHAbI JKaKIIbI KOPOM.

— Yiiperem cescys. AliTkaugaii, moc 6aagap-Kei3gap 00gyIl, YTy
0asap KYHY TOOro 0aphsin Kejeuu gerendoums. sKyp 013 meHeH.

— Bunbeiim. MeH TaanbibaiiMm ga JOCTOPYHAY.

— Taansimacey, ga. dKaxie: 0angap-kei3gap. MamuHay garsl 6ap.
Bus 12 xumwu 6osym aTadbi3, 9KM MalluHa 6ap, cCeH marbl 63YHIYKYH
aian 4bIKCaH, COHYH 0OJIOT.

— Maxkyxa aupa.

— Caat spreH, MeHeHKHU 7ae MamaHuaT YHYHYH MaHZaWbIHIA KO-
JyradnI3 [em CYHJIOIITYK.

— Makya, kenem 71e.

JlarmaHBIMIBI KaJTHIPraH OOWIOH, alllKaHaAaH YBITBIII KETTUM.
Bup camap KaIllBIHBII, BIHAJAN AJABIM [garbl, HUIMHMe KUPUIITHM.
Men SpkuHAKABI ajia Kaya ajabail KaJraubIM/IbI JOCTOPYHYH OapAbITbl

— AKGBIJI, THI 3aMeuaTeJbHBIN uejgoBeK. Takux mapHel, KaK THI,
MaJio. I yBepeHa, ThI €Illé¢ BCTPETHUIIL CBOIO JIIOOOBbB.

— Cnacu6o. TBou MUPOKKHU, KAaK BCerga, BKYCHATHHA.

— XoueIlb, HAYYY UX TOTOBUTH?

— §1 nro6ato roroBuTh. Hayuu.

— O6sazarenbHo Hayuy. MBI eleM ¢ Apy3bAMH Ha IPUPOAY B BOC-
Kpecenbe. IToexanu ¢ HamMu?

— He suaw. f 'Xe He 3HAKOM C TBOUMU APY3HAMU.

— ITosmakomuinbesa. OHU Bce OUeHb KJacCHbIE. ¥ TebdA »Ke MalllnHa
ects! Hac gBeHamIiaTh 4eJO0BEK M BCETO ABe MAIIUHBI — OyAeT 340PO-
BO, €CJIM Thl IPUCOEJNHUIIIBECA K HaM!

— Xoportio.

— M= BcTpeuaeMcs: Bosje Jloma KyJabTypsl B 7 yTpa.

— Xoporo, g 0oyny.

— Thank you, Erkinay.

— Akyl, you are a wonderful person. There are very few like you. I
am sure you will yet to meet your true love.

— Thank you. Your pies are delicious as usual.

— I can teach you to bake them?

— I like cooking. Teach me.

— Sure I will. We are going hiking with friends this weekend. Would
you like to join?

— I don’t know. I don’t know your friends.

— You will get to know them. They are all nice people. You have
your car right?! There are 12 of us and only two cars, it will be great
if you join!

— Deal.
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Ouice Kepek. Ajlap MeHHM TaMmaliara caJjbimar 0oayin Kepek. Kaii-
IaH 3Je MakKyJ Ooaxym. BUPOK OmIOHAO smTen KYyTyJaWblH AEIWM.
Onroiicys abaj 0oayn Kanaabl. Basap KYHY spTeH MeHeH 9pTe Typyi,
IpKuHAK MeHeH MaKyJgallkangai, MagauuaT YAEYHYH MaHAaWbIHAA
Tyypa caat Tme Goamym. Keizmap-6anmap 6apAbIThbl YOTYJIYHIYIITYD.
IpKUHAN KBLIMaNyyCyHAaH UUUM KBIJIBIA TYIITY:

— TaaHBIIIBII aJrblaa, 0yJa AKbBII — MeHUH gocyMm. KyHyre Omas-
IVH alllKaHara TYNIKY TaMaKKa KeJuI JKYPYI, JOCTOIIYI ajJraHObI3.
AxpLra, Oya 6osco MmeHuH goctopyM — Acens, JKeimapa, JlaTkaiibim,
9cen, HKoomapr, Kanar, dnuna, AITeIHOEK, DpKealibiM, 0y 00JCO
MEHUH KUTUTUM — AKKoJ. Alirepum meHeH TyHYK KeJjie 3JieK, a3bip
KeJIUIIeT.

— Kakmsi. PaxmMaT KOIITO YaKBIPBITT aJraHbIHapra.

— Cara paxmar. Makyxa 6osaronysHa. Cen 6usre abdmaH KepeKCHUH,.
CeHpeH garel, MalllnHaH KepeK 0uare aemn KoiiGomoHOY.

He noes cBoii 1armaH, s BBIIIEJ U3 cTOJ0BOM. Ilenas cBoro pabory,
a caMm JyMajJ O TOM, YTO, CKOpee BCero, Bce eé Apys3bA 3HAIOT O MoOei
HeyoauyHO! IIONMBITKE YKpacTb JpKuHai. §I mpeacTaBisi, Kak OHU
OyayT cMesThCsS Hamo MHOM. SI He XOTesJ exaTh B I'OPBI ¢ Hell u eé
npysbsaMu. Pyran cebs, uro coriacuiacsi. Ho B TOT MOMEHT 5TO GBIJIO
eIUHCTBEHHO BO3MOJKHBIM 3aKOHUNTH HAIIl HEJJOBKMUI PasroBop.

B BocKpeceHnbe A HampaBuicsa K J[oMy KyJbTYphl B Y:KacHOM Ha-
cTpoeHuu. S mogmexas POBHO B 7 yTpa, KaK mHoroBapuBajauch. Peds-
Ta ObLIN yoKke TaM. U oT yabIOKU IpKUHAK MHE CTAJO TEILIo.

— ITosHakombTECh, 9T0 AKBLI — MOM Apyr. OH KasKALIN AeHb o0emaeT
B HaIlle# cToJIoBOM. fI paccKasbIBaJsia BaM IIPO HEro. AKbIJI, TO3HAKOMb-
csi, aTO0 Mou Jpy3bs: Acensa, sHwimapa, Markaiieim, dceH, sKoomapr,
Kanar, 9nuua, AnTeiHOEK, OpKealbIM, a 9TO MOU IapeHb — AKIKOJI.
Emié momxubl momoiitu Atirepum u TyHYK.

— We meet near the House of Culture at 7.
— Ok, I will be there.

Not finishing my lagman I left the canteen. I was busy at work but
still thinking that most likely her friends knew about my unsuccessful
attempt to kidnap Erkinay. I imagined they might laugh at me and I
did not want to go with them. I cursed myself for that yes. But this
was the only way I could finish our uneasy conversation. On Sunday as
promised I went to the House of Culture with the most awful mood pos-
sible. I was there at 7 sharp as we agreed. They were all there already.
Erkinay was smiling at me and I felt much better:

— Please meet my friend — Akyl. He comes every day for lunch to our
place. I told you about him. Akyl, these are my friends — Asel, Jypar,
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JKpimapaublH TamMalachkiHa 6apAbIThl KYJAYI KadbIITel. MeH gars
KUYWHE KeHuJAeN TymTyM. Asap OOJTOH OKYAHBIH 0OaapblH OuMJI-
OereHnpgeil cesuyanau Mara. Buarusbeit dpruHaligpl OMp Kapal, aHBIH
SKUTUTH AKMKOJILY OMP Kapall »KaTThIM. JKOOHY aKbIPATHIIl KOE Kas-
IaabIM Jell OMJOHYH, YATBIMA Ublgabail OalrbIMAbl TYIIYPYII, ©63YHUO
aJie OMP KBIBBLIKTAM GOJIYI KATThIM. IPKUHAUIBIH AOCTOPY Mara ao-
IaH "KaKThl, AKJKOJ Jarsl JKaKIIbl 0aja 9KeH. JPKUHAN 9K6e KUNWH-
KU JKBLIBI ApabaeBara 4oryy TaUIIBIPTaHbI JKATHIMIBIITHIP. JPKUHAN-
IBIH JOCTOPY MEHEH JKaKBIHAAINBIN, OUP JKBLIABIH MUYMHAE KaH J0C
oonyn Kanabik. Kepce, anap OOJINOH OKYAHBIH 0apAbIIbIH OMJININKEH
oKeH. MeH Oupunuu OujareHge agbai xama 00JaAyM, ©63YMAY aJIgaHbIII
Kajramgai cesqum. Bupok, 6apa-6apa ajap MEHUH YeUMMUMIU KOJI-
[IOTI, OIIOJI Y6aKTa MeH KBIHHAJBIN KYPTOHYMAY OUIUIIAI, 93U Hepce
el auTeImnanTteip. KyHAepaAYH OupuHae AKKOJ TeaedOH UaIbI:

— AKbLI, OpKUHANIBI ajla KaUYbIll KeTUIIUITHD.

— Kangariua? Kum?

— Paxg smakomcTBy, IpkuHaii. Cnacubo, 4YTO IPUTIACUIIA.
— Cmacubo, uto corsacuica. Tel HAM OUYeHb HY)KeH. BepHee, TBoA
MAaIlMHA.

Bce zacmesnuch mytke sKpimapsl. Mue mogeruasio. Ilokasanoch,
YTO OHUM He 3HAIOT O CJOKHUBIINeiicsa curyanuu. S yKpagkoi cMoTpes
Ha IpKUHAN U eé mapHa AKiKojga. MHe CTajo CTHIAHO U CTPAIIHO OT
MBICJIN, UTO S MOT MX Pas3JyuuTh. Bech AeHb MBI T'yJAJU, BCE BMECTe
TOTOBUJIU €1y, ITyTUJINA, CMESINC.

Mue oueHb IOHPABUJINCH APY3ba IpKUHAM, BKIOUass AKxoisa. Ou
OBLT XOPOIINHA mapeHb. §1 y3HAaJ, UTO OHU IJIAHUPYIOT BMECTE IOCTY-
naTh B «ApabaeBa» Ha caexymwoInuii rog. I mosobus Bcex pebAT, 3a
rof OOIIeHns OHM MHe CTajJu caMbIMU OJU3KMMU Apysbamu. Orasa-
JIOCh, UTO BCe OHW 3HAJMW PO TOT cayuaii. Korga a ysHasm o0 arowm,

Datkayim, Esen, Joomart, Kanat, Elina, Altynbek, Erkayim, and this is
my boyfriend — Akjol. We are waiting for Aygerim and Tunuk.

— Nice to meet you all. Thank you for inviting me.

— Thank you for coming! We needed you! And more so your car!

Everyone laughed at Jypara’s joke. I felt more comfortablein the
knowledge that they probably did not know what had happened. I se-
cretly watched Erkinay and Akjol. I was ashamed and scared by the
thought that I could have separated them. We had a fun day walking,
cooking together, eating, joking and laughing. I enjoyed the company of
Erkinay’s friends including Akjol. He was a nice person. I learned that
they were planning to enter Arabaev University together next year. We
became close friends during that year. I only learned afterwards that
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— KomyHa a#iplagblH Oajgapbl 9KeH. JPKUHAUIBIH aTa-sHeCHHe
Oapcam, ajap MakyJa 0000 KoromTy. Bapbaii6ei3 meiiT. Men esbe-
T'OH JKepJeH aHbl ajJblll KeJUIINM KepeK.

— Kaiigaceis? Aswip Kesem MeH. Ajnbin Keneous. KadGaTweip 60760.

— Mesn yiinemyH, 6aTeIipaak Keje Kaiaubl. Keu Gosyn xasat! Buie-
CHH, J1a.

MeH cpi3ran 00#MOH YHAOH YUYl YBIKTHIN, MalInHAMAa OTypa Ka-
abin, 10 MYHOTTYH munHAe AKMKOJIAYH YHYHIO 00IAYM. OCEH K660
MEeHM KYTYII XKaTKaH sKeH. MammuHaza 6apa KaTTBIK. HKBIMIMKBI-
PT. OpKUHANALI OO, 0AapALITEIOBI3 a0JaH TOJKYHIAHBII XKAaTTHIK.
Afiniira Keaui, KUM ajia KauKaHBIH OWJINII, OIIOJ YVIire OaplbIK.
Banansr ara-sHecu yiiyHe Kuprusbeil KaTeImThl. MeH 5MHe KblJaa-
pBIMABI OmJbeli, a3blp MUJIUINUA YAKBIPAOBI3 el KOPKYTyI Oarrra-
IBIM:

— A3pIp MuIKcagap MeHeH Kejeous!

MMOYyBCTBOBAJ ce0si HEMHOTO OOMAaHYTHIM, HO MOTOM ITOHSJ, UYTO OHU
MOAAEPKUBAJIN MOIO TTO3UIIUIO.

B oxuH u3 gHell MHe MO3BOHUJI AKMKOJ:

— AKbLI, OpKuHAK yKpaau!

— Yro? Kro?

— Kakwue-to pebsra us cocefuero cejya. S moexas K e€ poguTesaM —
OHH OTKAas3ajuch 3a Hell exaThb. I qoyKeH eé 3a0paTh!

— §1 cetiuac mpueny. He Boanyiicsa. Mbl eé 3abepém.

— IloxkamyiicTa, mpues:kaii 6bicTpee. MokeT OBITH ITO3THO.

§1 cpasy ke BbIOe:Kas, ceJ B mMamuHy W uyepe3d 10 MUHYT OBLI Y
Axsxona. Ouu Kganu MeHsS ¢ dceHoM. MbI exaau MoJidya. Bece oueHsn
nmepe:xkuBaau 3a IpkuHaii. [Ipuexanu B ceso, ¢ GOJBIIUM TPYAOM y3-
HaJW aZpec 5TOr0 JOMAa U IOABbexXaju K HeMy.

everyone knew the failed kidnapping. When I found out I initially felt
deceived before I realized that they were supporting silently. One day I
received a call from Akjol:

— Akyl, Erkinay was kidnapped.

— What? Who did it?

— Someone from neighboring village. I went to her parents, they
refused to go to take her back. I have to go and bring her back.

— I am coming. Do not worry. We will get her back.

— Please, come soon. It might be already late.

I went out right away, got to my car and in ten minutes was at
Akjol’s place. They were waiting with Esen. We drove in silence. All of
us worried about Erkinay. We came to that village and found the place.
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— Buarenungu ko1, CeH KuM sKeHcuH? ATa-sHecu KeJjce CYi-
aemtebys. Cusep 6oJsico TaThIHaKa# 0o0Jymn, YHYHepPre 06apwil, OOKa-
THIHAPABLI Kblarblaa. CeH KUMCUH Aeru?

— Men SpxuHaAHABIH A0CY 0oJsioM. Bus OpKuHANALI aJbIll KeTeOus.

— Cujiep KMM 5KeHCHHEP aHbl aJlbll KeTKuaei? Bus ara-sHecuuun
YPYKCATBHIH aJIIbIK!

— 9MHe, JpKuHail 0yrom0y cujepre? ATa-sHeCHHEH Cypall ajraH-
naii. OpKUHAN 63y UeUMIll KepeK KUM MeHeH 60JI00pYH!

— Kapa oynapasr! Kerkuie! Kbz makysr 6oJngy.

— AHpgait 60JicO, UBITBINI ©3Y aWTCHIH OM3re.

— WKoroaryna! Kuno aseipaak xeprysae! Kapa Gynapabl: :KeH aJie
Po6un I'yx cesui aJbIIIBINITEIP ©3460PVH.

Bus xxene anbaapsibbi3 aHBIK 0oany. Bus amapabia sxepunge 60-
JIYTI JKaTTHIK, aHAaH ajJapJblH CAHBI Aarbl KOI OOJYI KaTThI, KAIlb
Jarel yayy 0osym sKaTThl. MammuHara oTypyIm ajibill, dMHE KbIJIa0bI3

PoacrBeHHUKY KeHuXa He Myckaau Hac. Torga s HavaJ roBOPUTH,
YTO MBI BHI30BEM MUJIUIIHIO:

— Mp=I cefiuac mpuegeM ¢ MUInIueii!

— Henaii, uTo xouernb. Thl KTO TaKoil BoobOIIe? IlycTh mpuenyT eé
poxuTenu. A THI KTO?

— 1 npyr 9prunaii. Mb1 eé 3abepem.

— Br1 BooOmIe kT0? E€ pomuTenu corsiacHbl, MBI B3SJU UX paspe-
menue!

— Bwr gymaere, oma Bemib? OHa cama OOJKHA pelIaTh, ¢ KeM ei
OBITH!

— Cocyuku! Yxoaure. OHa corJiacHa.

— IIycTh OHaA CKaKeT HaAM cama.

— ¥Yxoaute! Bel uTO, PUILMOB HACMOTPEJUCH?!

Relatives of the guy would not let us in. Then I said we were going to
call police:

— We will come back with police!

— Do what you wish. Who are you? Let her parents come. Who are
you?

— I am her friend. We will take her back.

— Who the hell are you? Her parents agreed, we asked for their
permission!

— She is not an object. She can decide for herself. She should decide
with whom to stay!

— Go away losers! She has agreed.

— Then let her speak for herself.

— Go away! You watch too many movies!
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JleTl OMJIOHYT OamiTagblK. dceH « TYHYUYHAO OPKUHANALI YYPAAI UbI-
raJibl», el CyHyII Kuprudnu. Bupok AKKoJ s3Kee0y3 MakyJa OOJITOH
JKOKITY3. Bua yIIyJs KBIJIMBIMIKEPJAEePANH KeUNuH KUNATUOU3 KeJreH
koK. KeHemum oTrypyn, OMpuHYN OPKUHAKHLBIH aTa-sHeCHHe 0apaJibl
Jel YeuTUK, ajap MakKyJ 00J160C0, aHAa MUJIUIUSA apPKBIIYY apaker
KbLIMAal OOJMAYVK. OPKUHAWIBIH YHVHO KUPAUK. ATa-sHecu sMHe KbI-
JapbelH 0mubell KajaraHZal KOPYHIY Ke3yMe. AKIKOJ TOJKYHIAHBIII,
003yHAH OUP €63 UbIrapa aJiraH KOK. MeH OOJTrOH 9PKUMAN YOTYJITYI
ce3 DamrTagbIM:

— DBaiike, AKOJ — CU3AUH KBI3LIHBLI3ABIH CYHJIOIIKOH JKUTHUTH.
3 KbLIZAH Oepu CYHJOIIVII MKYPYIIOT.

— Cyiinemyn Kypce sMHe 9KeH?

— Kanpgatiua smHe 3KeH? JKee cylieT Oupu OUPUH.

— AKXO0J, KUMAUH 0aJIaChICHIH,?

— AKMaTTBIH.

— Kaiticerr Axmar? Berepunap0Onr?

MsI oco3HaIM, YTO CUJILI HEPABHBI. IX OBLIO MHOTO, OHU He ITyCKaJu
Hac, MBI ObLJIN HA UX TeppuTopuu. MBI ceiu B MAIlIMHY ¥ CTAJIA AyMaTh,
YTO AesiaTh. JCEH IPEIJIOMKUI BEIKPACTh €€ Houblo. Ho MBI ¢ AKIKOIOM
He corylacuyiuchk. MbI He XOTeJIU IOCTYIaTh TaK Ke, KaK dTU IPECTYII-
HUKU. B KOHIle KOHIIOB PEININ, YTO CHAYAJIA TT0eeM K e€ POJUTessIM,
¥ eCJIY OHU OTKAKYTCA BBIZBOJIATH JA0UYb, ITOEEM B MUJUIIUIO.

Pomgutenu OpruHall BBITJIALEIN HNOTEPIHHLIMU. AKMKOJ OT BOJHEe-
HUS He MOT TOBOPUTH. §I cobOpaJica ¢ IyXOM U CKasaJ:

— Batike, AK:KoJ — mapeHb Bameir fouepu. OHU BCTpeUyaloTca yiKe
3 roza.

— U uro?

— Kak uto? Onu aiobar apyr apyral

— AKXO0J, THI Ueil ChIH?

— Axwmara.

We realized that power was on their side. They outnumbered us and
would not let us in, we were on their territory. We got in to the car and
thought what to do next. Esen offered to break in at night but along
with Akjol we disagreed with the idea. We did not want to act same way
as they had. The decision came, we would first go to her parents and in
case they refuse to get her back police would be an option. We went into
Erkinay’s house. Her parents seemed lost. Akjol could not say a word.

I said:

— Bayke, this is Akjol, the boyfriend of your daughter. They were
together for three years.

— So what?

— So what? They loved each other.

— Akjol, whose son are you?
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— Ooba.

— CyiticeH, Mypnaa Kaiifa KYPAYH 9Je? ABBIp 9MHE KbLJI [JereH
TypachIH,?

— Bus Gapapik. Busam KaKbIH KOJOTION KaThIIIAT. Bu3 MeHeH
Yoryy 0aphlill, aJbll KeJeau OPKUHAUIHI.

— AKiK0JI, HUKe OyHpyK yIiryJ OoaynTyp. Baprau :KepuHeH 6akK-
THICHLIH TAICHIH.

— Baiike, OaxbpiTThl TanmaiT! BakbITTBHI TAaHAZANWT, TAHAAIN AJIBII
aHaH emyp 6o ambl Kypar! Cu3 mara OpKUHANILI aJbII KEeTKeHTe
sKapgam OepuINNHU3 KepeK. KBISBIHBI3 ajia Kaublll KeTKeH OasaHbI
sKajJa KaJjica TaaHbloamT!

— Bamam, 6us cypan ounguk. JKaxiel yii-Oyae skeH. dKakxinl
Typrau Hemesep skeH. JKakmrel ;xkep. Kajceiu omros :kepae aie.

— Baiike, okyyra kaHbl 2jie oTTy. AJjlap OKyTHalT OpKUHAIHI!
OpKuHA aj Kephe KaJjca... AJ aJa Kepae Kajca... MeH sMHE KbiI-
anam? Men xautem?

— Kakoro Axmara? Berepunapa, uto jau?

— Ha.

— A rze e ThI paubiie 60b11? Hero TeI cefiuac xouelrb OT Hac?

— Mpe1 e3gunau. Hac He myckaroT. MBI XOTHUM, 4TOOBLI BBl IIOEXAJU C
HaMu 1 3abpaju OpKUHAN.

— AK:Ko0J, eé yuacTh TakoBa — €€ yKpauu. IlycTh oHa B 5TOM ZjoMe
HaWJIET CBOE CUACThE.

— Baiike, cuactbe He Haxogar! Ero BeIOMpamT U IIOTOM CTPOAT Ha
MPOTSAKEHUU Bceit Ku3uu! Bel JOKHBI MHe ITIOMOYb 3abpaTh eé! 9To
ske Bara goub. OHA 3TOTO «JKeHWxXa» make He 3HAET.

— CBIHOK, MBI y3HAJIHU 00 3Toi ceMmbe. CeMbs KUBET B AocTaTrke. Eit
TaM OyJZeT XOPOIIo.

— DBaiike, oHa TOJNLKO mocTymnuJja Ha yueoy. OHa He CMOKeT IIPo-
IokaTh yuuthbesa. OHa He cMmoikerT... OHa He cMOKeT OBITH CO MHOM...

— Akmat’s.

— Which Akmat? The veterinarian?

— Yes.

— And where were you earlier? What can be done now?

— We went there. They didn’t allow us in. We want you to come with
us and get her back.

— AKkjol, this is her fate— she was kidnapped. Let her stay there and
find happiness at that place.

— Bayke, happiness cannot be found! Happiness is a choice and hard
work in life! You should help me to get her back. She is your daughter.
She doesn’t even know that guy.

— Son, we learned about that family. They are well off. It is good
place for her.
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— Mypgza oioHyII Kepek 00auy. A3BIp Keu 60JyH KaJaabl. A3BIp
auyy Oacap KeJer.

— Cu3 KbBIBBIHBI3ALIH 0AKTHICBIHA 63 KOJYHY3 MeHeH 0OaJiTa daalm
araceld! OMHe aHJa KBI3BIHBI3ABIH aThIH OPKUHAN Aell Kohayuys? 9p-
KUHAUTUH 63 KOJYHY3 MeHeH OeKUTHUI JKaTcaHbia!?

OpKUHANABIH amachl IIOPYJLAIl BIHAJAI OalllTagbl. Y IIYHIAW auyy
priianbl. bBIHBIH TOKTOTO anbai, DPKUHANILIH aTachblHA KaWPBIJIILI:

— ApcraH, KbI3BIOBI3ABI anbin Keseau. Cypanam. Aubin Kejenu.
Cypamam, ApcraH.

— 3akusa!

— ApcraH, KbI3BIM OIIIOJ MKepPAeH KOPAYK KOpce, MeH Jarkl e3YMIY
Keuupoeinm.

— Kerrux!

AmnacwiH bIfiJTaraH OOMIOH KAaJTBIPBHIN, JOPKUHAUIABIH aTachkl, ara-
ChbI 9K66 03J6PYHYH MalllMHACBIHA OTYPYIITYy. Bu3 anapablH apThIHAH
03y0Y3IYKYHO OTYpYIl, KOHOAYK. Bup Majga MalirHachkl TOKTOI

— Hago 06bL1O paHbIille gyMaTh. Y:Ke mo3guo. Ceiiuac mpuenyT ¢
auyy Oacap.

— Bul pyOuTe BO3MOKHOCTb BbIOOpa Barmeili mouepu! 3auem BBHI Ha-
3BaJIM CBOIO N0ub JpKuHai?! Eciu He MoXKeTe 3al[UTUTL €€ cBOOOLY!

Mama 9pkuHai 3anmakana. OueHb TOpPbKO. 3axJE0bIBasCh B CJie-
3axX, OHA CKasaJja OTIly OPKUHAIL:

— ApcraH, MBI ZOJKHBI 3a0paTh moub. Ilpomry Tebsa. laBait 3abe-
pém eé. Ymousio Tebsd...

— 3akwus!

— Apcran, s He npoimy Hu cebe, HU Tebe, ecau MO AOUYL OyHeT
CTpajaTh B 3TOM Opake.

— IToexanu!

Orel, OpKUHAII ceJl B CBOIO MAIIMHY, C HUM ceJ OpaT OpKuHai, eé
Mama BCA B cJie3ax ocrajiach gomMa. MuI ¢ pebATaMu moexaau 3a HUMHU.

— Bayke, she just entered university. She will not be able to contin-
ue! She won’t be... she won’t be with me...

— You should have thought earlier. It is too late now. They will come
now with the news.

— You deprive her of choices! Why did you name her Erkinay then?
If you cannot protect her freedom?

Erkinay’s mother started crying. She was In real distress. Through
her tears, she said:

— Arstan, we have to take her. I am asking you. Let’s get her back.
I beg you.

— Zakiyal

— Arstan, I won’t forgive myself if our daughter will suffer in this
marriage.
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KaJagbl. OPKUHAUABIH arachkl MaIlllMHAJaH UBLITHII, OM3IU Ke3aeil Oa-
ctel. Bapbait KaJaabl OKIIONUT AeT OMJION KEeTTUK. ATachl acThira Kyp-
ryae gem skaHgam Kepcerty. Qoba ma. Ajap yiiamy Oumabeiit ma. Bus
acThira YbIKTHIK. Keaguk. BapbiObi3 MammHaIapblObI3gaH UbIKTHIK.
OpPKUHAUABIH aTaChIHBIH CYPYHOH 63YM Jarbl KOPKYI KeTTuM. AJ 99
KuMIU Kapabaii, mapb6asanbl Kes3mell YOH aTTam 6acThl. BUp spKek
KHUINKU YBIKTHI. ApcTaH 0alike YHUYKIIail KOPOOCYHA KUPIU.

— Cus Kumcus?

— Koi3pim xanal?

— Kynnyryoys 6ap! Keannus, kupunus! Kynabeis xeares typal

— KriseiMm Kana meiim!?

— CusguH KBI3LIHBLI3 — MU 0u3re Kejaumu Oaja 6ouny. Kemumus,
mIammnai Cynaemeny.

— Men cara «Kbi3pim Kana?» gen »xkaram!

— Kynma, oup auyynysay mara 6epunus! AiiTaap ce3yOys 6ap.

— CeHUH CO3YHAYH Keperu KoK mara. Keiseim Kamal?

Ho Bapyr maimuHa BIepeny OCTaHOBUJIACh. BpaT IpKuHAUW BBIIIEN U
HaAIpaBUJICSA B HAIIY CTOPOHY. MBI 3aBOJIHOBAJINCH — He IIepeayMajiun
au ouu. OH KecTaMm IIOKasaj, 4TOOLI MbI eXajii BIePEn — OHU He
3HAIOT, I'le 5TOT AOoM. MBI IoexaJiu BIePesu.

OcTaHOBHMJINCH BO3JIe JOMAa IIOXUTUTeJIel. Bce BBINIIM M3 MAaIIVH.
Oren, IpKuHAii, OOJBIION U I'DO3HBIN, HAIIPABUJICSA B CTOPOHY BOPOT.
OTTyna mosBuUJCS MOMKUION My:KunHA. ApcTaH 6alike MoJua 3allléna
BO IBOD.

— BbI KTO?

— I'me most moun?

— Csar mam npuiiéa! IIpoxoaure B mom!

— I'me mos1 moun?

— Bama goub — Hama goub. Temeps oHa Hamia KeawHKa. [aBaiiTe
BBIIIBEM 34 CUACThE MOJIOABLIX!

— Let’s go!

Erkinay’s father got in his car, Erkinay’s brother also clambered in,
while Zakiya stayed at home, crying. We drove after them. Suddenly
their car stopped and Erkinay’s brother came out. We thought that
they had changed their mind but he asked us to drive in front as they
did not know the way. We stopped our cars in front of the kidnapper’s
house and got out. Erkinay’s father, big and furious, went straight to
their gates. An old man stood there:

— Who are you?

— Where is my daughter!?

— Our matchmaker has come! Come into the house.

— Where is my daughter!?
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— Kenunus. Kupurusum yiire.

Apcran 6aliKke TUTY KUINIUHU JKEJIKeIeH ajJbill, « KBIBBIMIBI aJIbIII
KeJ!» Oenl KBINKBIPAbl. OPKUHA YypKal UYbIKTHI. Ke3 iKalllbl KeJe-
I'eH, OAIIbIHIA amaKail aK KOOJYK:

— Aral Araxke!

— Kvi3pIiM, KapaaabiM MeHUH. MeH Keagum. AJIBIT KeTeM CeHH,
KyuyryMm. Baaps! sKakIibl 60JIOT.

JpKUHAN aTachblH Ky4YaKTaml aJblll, OHI'YPOIl bIAJam KaTThl. Ba-
JIAaHBIH TYyTaH-TYyIIKaHIaphl KYOYP-IIBIOBIP OOJYII 5Ji€ KATHIIITHI.
Apcran 6alike amapAblH OMp CO3YH YKIIaraHgai 0oJym sjie, KbI3BIH
KaTyy KydYaKTall aJbIll, KOIIO BIHAJAI JKaTTbl. B3 0aapblObI3 bIHJIAIL
JKaTTHIK. BajlaHbIH TyyraHjgapbl YHUYKIIai 9Je KaJblThl. MamuHa-
JapbeIOBI3ra OTYPAYK Oarbl, KBLIABIK. OPKUHAWJIBIH YVHYHO KaKbIH-
Jam KaJraHZa, alachblHBIH 9JIeCUH KOPYHAY, OaWKyIl KYTYI TypraH
oKeH. KBI3BIH KOpYyHn CYUVHAY. IPKMHAN YBITHIN dJe, allachlHa Uyp-
KaJbl. JK66 TeH bIAJAIl JKaTThl. SaKUs 9Ke 0u3re KalpbLIgbL:

— ¥ Tebs cupalnmBaio: rge Mos J0ub?!

— Csar, goporoii, uy uTo Bbl Tak?! Bcé xopomro. Ham ecTb, uTO
BaM CKas3aTh.

— Mse TBOHM CJIOBa He HYKHBI. I'1e Mos qoub?!

— He ropsuunrech. 3axoguTre B JOM.

Orel; cXBATUJ MYKUMHY U IO0TPe6OBAJ BEPHYTH €My J0Ub.

W3 goma Bcsa B ciiesax BhIOerkasa IpPKMHANW B 0eJOM IIJIaTKe:

— ITama, mamouxka!

— ITouenbka, meBouka mosa! S 3mech. Becé xopomro. I Teba me gam
B obupay. 1 3abepy Tebs.

IpKuHal pbIgaia, oOHSB OTIA. POACTBEHHMKN KEeHMXAa IIbITAJNCH
yT0-TO ToBOPUTh. HOo Apcran 6Gaiike HuKOTo He cublmaj. OH 00HAI
moub. OH To:xke muakan. Mel Bce mmaxkaju. POACTBeHHUKHU KeHHXA
orcTynuan. MBI cein B MAIllMHBl U yeXaJu.

— Your daughter is our daughter. Now she is our kelin. Let’s drink
to their happiness!

— I am asking you: where is my daughter?

— Man, dear, do not worry!? Everything is alright. We need to talk.

— Not interested. Where is my daughter!?

— Calm down. Come inside.

Erkinay’s father grabbed the man and urged him to find Erkinay.
Erkinay ran out of the house in tears and white shawl:

— Father, daddy!

— Daughter, my dear. I am here. Everything is OK. I won’t let them
hurt you. I came for you.

Erkinay sobbed, embracing her father. The groom’s relatives tried
to say something. But Arstan bayke would not hear anyone out. He
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— Bangapwim, 6apa xoiiryaa. YiyHepre Oapreiia. AHaH Iammai
JKOJIYTYI, CYHJIOIIIOCYHOD.

OpKuHAll 0M3 KAKTHI 94U OuMp Kapaball 'KaTKaHABITBIH OaliKaIbIM.
VsanraHcwIll Typay. AKMKOJAY Kapam, Ke3YH KaTbhlll, 0aTTaH CYHJIOLY:

— AKK0J, Keunup MeH, MeH/Je KYHO6 KOK.

Ax:xoJ 60Jico mIBIOBIPAN KoomTOAy: «CeHIe KYHO6 KOK, *KaHBIM,
MeH OmjaeM, OapABITBl JKAKIILI 00JIOT, MEH CYHieM CeHU».

BapabIrsIObI3ABIH MYYHAAPHIOBI3 KAaTUbLIAA, SMHE KbLIaapbIObI3AbI
Oounibeit KaagbIK. YiiepyOysre Tapan KeTTuk. Q1o KyHaeH 6epu Oup
JKapbIM JKBLI OTTY. ABBIP OIIOJN KYHIY SCTeIl ajbIll, apTTa KajraH
Kyugep gmen Kyb6amam. OmroHmo KoayOysfaH 94u Hepce KejbereHMH
acTeceM, as3blp Jarbl MuumM aubimar. OmIoHg0 IPKUHAWIBIH aTachl
KUAJUTUIINe KOUroumo, sMmHe OojsorT siae? Oiyorym na KeaOeiT.
A3wIp 60sico MeH AKIKOJ MeHeH OPKWHAWABIH YHJIOHYY TOIOHAA OTY-
pam. O3ymay 6up e3reue GaKTHIIYY ce3ul oTypaM. MeH marsl OyJap-
IBIH OAKTBICHIHA OMP KAaIbIK CAJBIMBIMIBLI KOIITYM OKIIONT. ABBID

IlogbpexaB K goMy OpKUHAI, MBI YBUIEJU, UTO €€ MaMa CTOUT Ha
yauie, KIET Hac. IpKuHall Opocuaack K Heil. OHu 00e, OOHABIINCD,
JIaKaJjn.

3akusd 3:Ke cKasaJjia HaM:

— Jletu, es:xaiite gomoii. IloTom BcTpeTuTecs.

1 Bamerus, uTo IpKUHAN JasKe He CMOTPUT B HAIITY CTOPOHY, KaK
OyaTO el CTBIAHO 3a BCE€ cayuuBlineecda. OHa ¢ TPyAOM BBITOBOpHJA:

— AK:KoJ, mpocTH MeHs, g He BUHOBATA...

AKK0JI TOJBKO IIPOIIEITAaJ:

— Tel HU B uéM He BUHOBaTa. Bcé Oyaer xopoimo. §1 a6 Tebs.

Mpbl Bce OBLIM OYEHBb PACCTPOEHBLI M BIIEUATJEHBLI CJIYUYUBIINMCAH.
Mosua pasbexaysuch Mo JOMaM.

embraced his daughter. He was crying, and so were we. The groom’s
relatives stepped back. We got in our cars and went away. When we
got near Erkinay’s house I saw her mother, who was outside waiting
for us. Erkinay jumped out and ran to her mother. As they cried Zakiya
eje told us:

— Kids go home. You will see each other later.

I saw that Erkinay would not even look at us, as if she felt ashamed
of what just happened to her. She just managed to say:

— Akjol, forgive me, it is not my fault.

Akjol whispered back: “It is not your fault, everything will be al-
right, I love you”.

What had happened had left a big impression on all of us. We went
home in silence.

32






OUp-9KU MYHOTTeO Mara ce3 Gepuller. IMHe Iel alTaapbIMILI UUNM-
IeH maspaall KaTam:

— OpKuHAail, ceH dpKUH 00Jyy YUuYyH TepejrencyH! Jlyiineme Oup
la aJjaM CeHHU SPKUHIUTHHEH aKbIpaTyyra yKyry KOK. AHall yKYK
nyhineme oup ma amamza Kok! CeHu OAKTBLIYY OOJTOHYHA 94 KHUM TO-
CKOOJIAYK Oosio ambaiitT. sKama xaJica aTeIH ma oirony oumiamuper. Ce-
HUH aTa-sHeH cara »KeH dJie YIIIYJ aTThl 0epUIl KOMNOOCTOH, ajJap CeHUH
SPKUHAUTUHAN KOPIOIIyI, OYI'YH 63 TaHJOOH MeHeH AKIKOJ MeHeH
Oarr Koy orypackiHap. Mex abgan KyO0aHBIUTAMBIH. OKOOHOD COHYH
sKyOailapcelHap, AaHTKEHHU, CHJep OMpH-OMpUHEpPAM CYHYI, TaHZAI
aJraHchIHAp... BakTeLIyy O6osry.al

C TOro gHsA MPOIIJIO MHOJITOPA roga. S cuiKy, BCIIOMMHAIO U Paiy-
I0Ch, UTO BCE 9TO B IPOLILIOM. A Torja OBLIO OUEeHBb CTPAIIHO U 0O0JIb-
HO oT Hamrero Oeccunus. CTpalllHO masKe NIPeACTaBUTh, UTO MOTJIO
CJYUYUTHCS, €CJau OBl TOrJa He BMeIIaJcs oTell dpKuHai! f cuky Ha
cBagpOe JpruHaii u AKskosaa. S cuacriumB. MHe KakeTcsa, A TOMXKe
IIPUYACTEeH K UX CYACThI0. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 5 JOJIMKEH IIPOM3-
HEeCTH IMO3APaBUTEJIbHYIO Peub. Sl BHOBL ¥ BHOBB IIPOKPYUYHBAIO CJIOBA
B roJIOBe, 1, HaBEePHOeE, A CKaXKy cJeAyiolee:

— OPKHHAN, Thl POKAEHA, UTOOBI OBITH cBOOOmHOI! VI HUKTO, HH
ONVH UejIOBeK B MHUPe He MMeeT IIpaBa JIUIIATL TeOsS CBOOOABLI M BHI-
O0opa ObITH cuacTiHBOM. HUKTO He MMeeT IIpaBa JIKIIIATL KOI'O-TO CBO-
O0oxbl M IpaBa BeIOOpa. ¥ Tebs maske MMsI O3HAYAET — «CBOOOLHASI».
TBou poauTenu majau Tebe He TOJBKO KPAacHUBOe MMs, HO CMOIJIM 3a-
IMUTUTH TBOIO cBoOoxAy! S cuacTiuB, YTO BEI ¢ AKIKOJIOM IIPOIIJIN BCE
TPYAHOCTU U Tellepb BMecTe. Bbl — mpekpacHada mapa. IIpekpacHas —
IIOTOMY YTO BBl CaMu BhIOpaJyu Apyr mapyral..

A year and a half has passed since that day. I sit here remembering
all that and feeling happy it’s all in the past. Back then it was scary and
painful. T hate to think what could have happened if Erkinay’s father
had not gone with us.

Now I am at the wedding of Erkinay and Akjol and I’m happy. I am
happy because I also played my role in their happiness. My speech is
about to start and I go through it in my head. Probably, I will say:

Erkinay, you were born to be free! Because no one, no man in the
world, has the right to deprive you of your freedom and your choice
to be happy. No one has the right to deprive someone of freedom and
the right to choose. Your name means “free” and your parents gave
you not only a beautiful name, but also protected your freedom when it
mattered the most! I’'m happy that you and Akjol have gone through all
these difficulties and now stand together, you are a wonderful couple.
You are a wonderful couple, because you chose each other...
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