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Mr. Chairman,


I should like first of all to thank the Finnish Chairmanship for its considerable and efficient work and hospitable welcome and also my friend Alexander Stubb for his abiding commitment to this Organization. It is just a year since Madrid hosted the Ministerial Council of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, and I am still very much aware of the effort made and kept up by us participating States to ensure that the Organization and its dimensions can meet the challenges and trials of the twenty‑first century.


This year has presented us with a full and complex set of tasks: election announcements and monitoring missions, renewal of mandates and intensification of the tasks facing us — terrorism, energy and the environment, to mention but a few. At the same time, the last few months have been marked by the confrontation in the Caucasus last August, which has highlighted the importance of the OSCE in conflict prevention, management and resolution.


The confrontation in Georgia shows us that there are no frozen conflicts but that they remain latent to a greater or lesser extent. The best way of avoiding them is to defuse the tension so that they do not lead to violence and to attempt to settle disputes by political and diplomatic means, in other words to resolve them.


The Spanish position with regard to this crisis is well known and has been expressed in various international forums. I should nevertheless like to reiterate that Spain resolutely defends the principle of territorial integrity in all situations, in Georgia and elsewhere, which it regards as an irreplaceable pillar in endeavours to maintain international stability and legality.


We also defend the need to restore and keep open the channels of communication between all actors in the conflict. The dialogue has to make it possible to gradually address all the issues raised by this conflict, starting with the return of displaced persons and safeguarding the presence of the OSCE Mission to Georgia, whose military observers play a stabilizing role in the region.


I should also like to make reference in this forum to Afghanistan. We need to be more ambitious and increase our collaboration with Afghanistan and for this reason we are holding an OSCE conference in Kabul with the Asian Partners for Co‑operation, whose contact group has been chaired this year by Spain. I trust that the Organization will continue in its resolve to help this country, whose stability and progress will be of benefit to the entire region and also to security as a whole. The recent appeal for assistance in organizing elections offers an excellent opportunity in this respect as there is no doubt that the OSCE has the experience and a comparative advantage in this area.

Mr. Chairman,


We must make progress in our contemplation of the future of security in Europe using the solid experience and means available to the Organization. The idea of security has taken on new forms. States, governments and citizens are all in agreement that security should be comprehensive and that it involves reducing the risks of instability and combating the diverse threats that exist.


We must consider this issue with will and determination and listen to and understand the position, interests and concerns of all States. We must address differences with respect and an openness to dialogue.


Improving security in its broader sense calls for fostering and harmonizing respect for human rights, strengthening democracy and defence of the rule of law, and the formulation and application of policies to safeguard environmental security and more balanced and sustainable regional development.

Mr. Chairman,


The dimensions of human security are leading us to seek to adapt and transform the OSCE. In this sense I believe that the moment has come to outline the institutional framework necessary to strengthen both the efficiency and the rigour of the Organization so as to promote adherence to a common project.


The suggestions and ideas brought up by the Presidents of the Russian Federation and France on a European security architecture could serve as a basis for encouraging in‑depth discussion on the future of security in Europe as defined by an OSCE adapted to the circumstances of the twenty‑first century. This discussion, which should stem from the treaties, organizations and regimes already in place, could be launched at a summit of Heads of State or Government in 2009.


In terms of a comprehensive and balanced view of our security, the collaboration of our Mediterranean and Asian Partners for Co‑operation is indispensable. We must share with them our political commitment to peace, security, freedom, democracy and progress; and together we must encourage co‑operative initiatives and intensify our relations so as to implement effective policies that will achieve concrete and tangible results.

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


A number of ministerial decisions of great significance were adopted in Madrid and some of them have evolved very well, particularly those relating to combating terrorism, water management and treatment and the promotion of tolerance and mutual understanding, which is an indispensable aspect of intercultural coexistence.


Nevertheless, we must step up our efforts to strengthen the link between security and climate change within the OSCE and to incorporate the concept of security and intercultural progress of the Alliance of Civilizations as an instrument for promoting dialogue, tolerance and diversity.

Mr. Chairman,


My experience as Chairman-in-Office in 2007 has convinced me of the need for an OSCE summit. The regional and international events this year have demonstrated to us the urgent need for an initiative of this type. We must strengthen our Organization and give it new drive. We cannot continue to shield ourselves behind a ministerial consensus that is holding up decision-making in the OSCE. I therefore believe that the Greek Chairmanship will have to host this summit so as to launch discussion and consideration of ways of shaping the OSCE for the twenty-first century. This is both urgent and necessary.


The path embarked upon more than 30 years ago in Helsinki has had the capital of Spain as a reference on various occasions and will now lead us to Athens. We wish the Greek Chairmanship every success in 2009 and offer it our co-operation and unconditional support, since if it is successful, the OSCE will be as well, and this success will benefit all of the societies and citizens of the 56 participating States.


Thank you.
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